
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Reconciliation Schedule
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday    11 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Saturday          3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Contact the Parish Office
email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
phone: 		            616-527-3610
Monday - Friday      8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Prayer Chain for Immediate Need 
please call 616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

23 de Agosto de 2026

A parish 
clustered 

with St. 
Edward,  

Lake Odessa

August 23, 2026

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday

4 p.m. 
10:15 a.m. 12 p.m. (Spanish)
12:10 p.m, 7 p.m. (Spanish)
8 a.m.



A Letter from Father Eugene  Una carta del Padre Eugene

Todo lo puedo en Cristo 
 que me da fuerzas»		            Filipenses 4,13

Querida familia parroquial: 

A veces la vida se pone difícil y no sabemos qué 
hacer. Lo que Dios nos pide puede parecer muy difícil 
y sentimos que no tenemos suficiente confianza para 
seguir adelante. Pero justo en esos momentos, nuestra 
fe se muestra de verdad.

Confiar en Dios, aunque no entendamos todo, y 
creer que Él tiene un buen plan para nosotros, es lo 
que nos hace vivir como cristianos. Cada nuevo día 
es un regalo de Dios. Él nos recuerda que siempre nos 
ama, que cumple lo que promete y que nadie en esta 
parroquia está solo.

No somos solo personas que van a misa. Somos 
una comunidad unida por el Espíritu Santo, por la 
oración, los Sacramentos y la esperanza de llegar al 
Cielo. Si seguimos orando y buscando a Dios juntos, 
podremos animarnos unos a otros, ser mejores 
personas y siempre mirar a Dios. A veces el camino es 
difícil, pero vale la pena. Dios siempre nos da fuerzas.

Que Dios los bendiga a ustedes y a sus familias.

I can do all things through  
Christ who strengthens me.                  Philippians 4:13

Dear Parish Family,

There are moments in life when the path before us 
feels uncertain — when what God asks of us seems 
greater than we believe we can handle, and taking 
the next step demands more trust than we currently 
feel we have. It is in these very moments that our faith 
is not just tested; it is beautifully revealed.

To see beyond what seems possible, to trust in 
Divine Providence even when the path is steep, and 
to remain open to the mystery of God’s unfolding plan 
— these are the very marks of a soul alive in Christ. 
Every morning God grants us is not merely a new day. 
It is mercy made visible— a quiet, faithful reminder 
from our Heavenly Father that His love is relentless, 
His promises are sure, and that no soul in this parish 
walks this road alone.

We are more than just a group of individuals 
coming together for Mass. We are a pilgrim Church— 
a community called by the Holy Spirit, united through 
prayer, the Sacraments, and a common hope that 
goes beyond anything this world can offer - Heaven.

Through faithful prayer, ongoing discernment, and 
the grace God pours out so generously upon us, 
may we grow together — encouraging one another, 
sharpening one another in virtue, and keeping our 
eyes fixed on God always. The journey is not always 
easy. But it is always worth it. God is our strength. 

May God bless each of you and all your families.



Our Parish Prayer List
Please Pray for: Please Pray for: 
Feleciana Alcaria, Ericka Baer, Sharon Feleciana Alcaria, Ericka Baer, Sharon 
Baer, Dawn Baldwin, Landon Battle,  Baer, Dawn Baldwin, Landon Battle,  
Dorr Bissell, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Dorr Bissell, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, 
Angie Cedillo, Michelle Charon, Pamela Angie Cedillo, Michelle Charon, Pamela 
Coggan, Kathy Coughlin, Mark Dawson, Coggan, Kathy Coughlin, Mark Dawson, 
Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, Pat Duffy, Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, Pat Duffy, 
Travis Eveleth, Greg & Terry Fattal, Travis Eveleth, Greg & Terry Fattal, 
Sr. Shaun Marie Fattal, Cherie Flinn, Sr. Shaun Marie Fattal, Cherie Flinn, 
Jackie Franz, Jerry & Maribeth Fritz, Jackie Franz, Jerry & Maribeth Fritz, 
Jessica Fritz, Jeff & Pam Goss, Sarah Jessica Fritz, Jeff & Pam Goss, Sarah 
Gregg, Melissa Harper, Finnly Hunt, Ron Gregg, Melissa Harper, Finnly Hunt, Ron 
Kaminski, Joe & Sue Kleiss, Kathy Kranz, Kaminski, Joe & Sue Kleiss, Kathy Kranz, 
Larry Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Nathan Larry Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Nathan 
Lower, Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Lower, Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, 
Mona Martinez, David & Judy Maynard, Mona Martinez, David & Judy Maynard, 
Susan Meyers, Karen Miller, Jim & Barb Susan Meyers, Karen Miller, Jim & Barb 
Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry 
North, Terri Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, North, Terri Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, 
Bob Parker, Mike Peckins, Jace Peterson, Bob Parker, Mike Peckins, Jace Peterson, 
Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, 
Roxanne Rader, Michelle Richard-Mix, Roxanne Rader, Michelle Richard-Mix, 
Russinda Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita Russinda Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita 
Hozeski Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue Hozeski Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue 
Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, 
Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley 
Weber, Jerry & Cindy White, Tom White, Weber, Jerry & Cindy White, Tom White, 
Chad Wickerink, Jo WirtzChad Wickerink, Jo Wirtz

I will give you 
the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 16:13-20
Saint Peter
by Niccolò Rondinelli



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
Website: saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Vanessa Booth
Tiffany Ferguson

Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Mission & Discipleship
Bulletin Editor 
Music Director
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 14
ext. 39

616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, Tom O’Connor,  
Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, Denise Peabody

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Servers: Charlotte & Lillian Mabe
EMs: Julie Bennett, Mary Lou Mulick,

Barb Mulnix 
Greeters: Volunteers
 
Lector: Veronica Meyer
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/ Hans/Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Kevin Heinlein,

Sam Meyer
Greeters: Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

August 29 & 30, Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Servers:

Jace Perry & Jaclyn Rewa
EMs: Phill & Sue Wizorek,

Cecilia Luke
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen
 
Lector: Paul Meyer
Altar Servers: 

Alexis Heinlein, Gavin McGuire
EMs: Cheryl & John Hildebrandt,

Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Theresa Scholtens

10:15 a.m.

August 22 & 23, Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Liturgies This Week

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20
Saturday, August 22
4:00 p.m.	 Ken Hozeski (Gloria Hozeski)
Sunday, August 23
10:15 a.m.	 Roger Hogan (Hogan family)

		  (Bilingual Mass with
Installation of Fr. Eugene as Pastor)

		  No 12 p.m. Misa en español

Monday, August 24 - St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Rv 21:9-14/Ps 145:10-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51
		  No Mass

Tuesday, August 25 
- St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
2 Thes 2:1-3, 14-17/Ps 96:10-13/Mt 23:23-26
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, August 26 - Weekday
2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Special Intentions of Gayle Gardner
6:00 p.m.	 Adoration
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Thursday, August 27 - St. Monica
1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-7/Mt 24:42-51
8:00 a.m.	 Mike & Carol Gallagher 

(GR Cursillo Group)

Friday, August 28  
– St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor
1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13

No  Mass

Saturday, August 29
- The Passion of St. John the Baptist
1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-21/Mk 6:17-29	
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27
Saturday, August 29
4:00 p.m.	 Steve Walter & Family

(Mike & Joan Boog)
Sunday, August 30
10:15 a.m.	 Pat Brady (Tom & Eldora Lee)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español



Events This Week

Sunday, August 23
Luncheon after 10:15 a.m. Pastor

Installation Mass (AH)

Monday, August 24
1st day for Developmental Kindergarten

6:30-8 p.m.	        Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, August 25
First Day for Preschool

1-2 p.m.	       OCIA (PO)
5:30-6:30 p.m.      OCIA (PO)

Wednesday, August 26

Thursday, August 27
9:00 a.m.	        Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.	        Life Fit (VR)

Friday, August 28
6-8 p.m.	        Hispanic Adult Classes for   			 
		              First Communion & Confirmation  (VR)

Saturday, August 29

Sunday, August 30

(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish Office / (SC) School

Support Our Mission
Together in Christ, we 
strive to actively seek 
and welcome all people 
in a community that 
expresses God's love. 
Help us foster faith & 
fellowship within  
our community.

Make A
 Paperless 

Donation

Our Parish Offering 
Week of August 16, 2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Deficit for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Deficit Year to Date

$5,214.12
3,870.00

470.44
$9,554.56

$10,192.31 
$637.75

$71,346.17
$66,441.81

$4,904.36

God’s 
Housekeepers
- August 23
General Cleaning
Chris Christensen
Pilya Christensen
Joe Thelen
Vacuuming
Chris & Pilya 
Christensen 
Joe Thelen

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar
Like Jesus in today’s 
gospel, others see 
us in different ways. 
Perhaps the name 
our family gives us 
is closest to our true 
identity. They know 
us best. Who do 
they say you are?

Happy Birthday, 
Father Eugene!



Events & Announcements

Theology Over Lunch with Fr. Eugene
Our third gathering will be Wednesday,  September 9, 
in the Veritas Room. We will be meet regularly on the 
second Wednesday of each month. First time visitors 
or previous attendees are invited to attend the topic 
will continue to change.

Each gathering will bring people together around 
a shared meal and meaningful conversation in a 
welcoming and informal atmosphere. Together we 
will explore topics with Fr. Eugene related to Catholic 
theology, biblical teachings, church history, and 
practical discipleship.  These conversations remind us 
that faith grows not only through bible study, but also 
through fellowship and thoughtful discussion. As we 
share a meal, we also share insights, questions, and 
experiences that enrich our understanding of God 
and His work in our lives. Sign-up sheets are in the 
back of the church if you could volunteer to bring soup 
or salad for our lunch. 

Health Support Group Sessions
Any who have been touched by Cancer or other 
illnesses are invited to join our Health Support Group 
discussion on September 12 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish 
Office. Please contact Vanessa Booth at vbooth@
ssppcatholic.com for more information.

Rite of Installation & Birthday Celebration
Please join us on Sunday, August 23rd, for the Rite 
of Installation of Fr. Eugene as pastor. We invite our 
parish family to warmly welcome him through prayer 
and celebration as we witness this sacred milestone.
Following Mass, we will gather for a luncheon in 
Apostles Hall. Everyone is invited to attend and 
celebrate together! Please bring a dessert to share for 
the luncheon.

We look forward to seeing you there as we 
celebrate this special occasion with Bishop Walkowiak 
and  Fr. Eugene! The ceremony will be at 8 a.m. at Saint 
Edwards and 10:15 a.m. (Bilingual) at SS Peter & Paul 
August 23rd.

Alpha for Young Adults
Meet new people and explore the Christian faith 
together. Alpha is for anyone who’s curious. No 
judgment, no pressure. Each session unpacks a big 
question of life, faith, and purpose, and is designed to 
spark conversation.

Young Adults, ages 18-39 are invited
Thursdays, Sept. 10-Nov. 19, 7-9 p.m.
Cathedral Square Center, 360 Division Ave. S., 
Grand Rapids

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) 
through High School are held in our school on 
Sundays from 9-10:00am September through April. 
For more information about Faith Formation, please 
contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@
ssppcatholic.com. 

September  
20 Faith Formation Class K-8th Grade
20 Fall Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor Session 

4:30-6:00pm (Veritas Room)
27 Faith Formation Class K-High School
27 Parish Retreat 6:30-8:00pm (Church)

Loving Hands of Christ
The Grief Support Group is open to anyone who 
is grieving the loss of a loved one and is seeking 
support, encouragement, and healing in a faith-filled 
environment. Please keep this ministry and all who 
are grieving in your prayers. For more information 
please contact Vanessa Booth at the parish office or 
vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Vatican Display of Eucharistic Miracles
Join our clustered parish, St. Edward the Confessor, 
in reflection that highlights the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist. In collaboration with the Mary 
Our Mother Foundation, witness a series of panel 
displays, photographs, and scientific evidence, all 
thoughtfully presented to deepen your knowledge 
and understanding. Come, reflect, and discover the 
ongoing miracle of the Eucharist.      

Save the Dates: October 10-13

Seven Sisters Apostolate
If you are interested in joining with others to pray for 
our parish priest every week, consider joining the 
Seven Sisters Apostolate. Contact Lauren Mulford for 
more info. Men or women welcome.

Catholic Services Appeal 2026
Strengthened in Christ, Responding with Joy
We are continuing to plug away at our CSA 
assessment.  With our latest batch of pledges, we 
reached $55,237 towards our goal of $81,314.  We are 
grateful for every pledge, but we still have $26,077 
to go.  If you haven’t responded yet, please do so 
today.  Pledges can be made online at grdiocese.org. 
We need everyone’s participation to help us reach  
our goal.



Events & Announcements

Interested in Learning More About 
the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or 
considering becoming Catholic? Our parish offers 
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) Inquiry 
Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure opportunity to 
ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your own 
pace. Inquiry sessions are held on Wednesdays in the 
Parish Office. Please contact Vanessa in the parish 
office for day and evening details.

These sessions are open to anyone who is 
exploring the Catholic faith, returning to the Church, 
or simply seeking a deeper understanding. There is no 
commitment required—just come as you are.

OCIA sessions for Catechumens and Candidates 
who have been welcomed into the Church through 
the Rite of Entrance, or the Rite of Welcoming continue 
to meet on Tuesdays in the Parish Office Living Room: 
1:00–2:00 PM or 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Church On Fire In the Spirit
Bart Schuchts will be the guest speaker for this three-
day parish retreat for the cluster parishes of St. Edward, 
Lake Odessa, and SS Peter & Paul, Ionia. See the flyer in 
the back of church for more details.

Save the Date: September 27, 28, 29
At SS Peter & Paul Parish & School
6:30 p.m - 8:00 p.m.

Vendors Wanted: Plan Ahead
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church in Lowell is looking for 
vendors for Christmas Through Lowell, a holiday-
themed event featuring homemade arts and crafts!

When: Friday, November 20, 9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m. & 
Saturday, November 21, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Where: 402 Amity St., Lowell, MI 49331
Cost: $150 for both days

Food and drinks will be available, and the chapel will 
be open for visitors to light a candle for a loved one 
or spend a quiet moment with Jesus. Only 23 vendor 
spaces are available. To learn more or reserve a space, 
contact Gretchen Barnett at gretchen.barnett1@yahoo.
com or (703) 407-0591.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion Training
The training session for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion that was originally planned for late August 
will need to be held in September due to unexpected 
circumstances. We apologize for any inconvenience 
and appreciate your patience and understanding. 
A new training date will be announced as soon as it is 
confirmed.

Thank you for your willingness to serve our parish 
community in this important ministry. If you have already 
completed this training and need to be added to the list, 
please contact the parish office.

CROP Hunger Walk
What are you doing on Sunday, October 4? Would you 
like a way to visit with friends, make new friends, enjoy 
the outdoors, get exercise AND help change the world? 
Come walk with us in the CROP Hunger Walk to raise 
funds to fight hunger in our community and around the 
world. We’ll start and end at Zion Church on Washington 
St. We’ll meet at 1:45 p.m., collect our money, and begin 
our walk shortly after 2:00 p.m. Contact Pat Rinker for 
more information and to get your Walker envelope,  
517-898-5676. 
Checks payable to CWS/CROP
Sign up with Pat Rinker for the walk after the Saturday 
evening or Sunday morning mass on August 29 or 30.

Knights' Corner
On behalf of Council 944, we offer our warmest 
congratulations to Fr. Eugene on his formal installation 
as Pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Parish.  We are happy 
to have you as our shepherd and as a brother Knight!

This past week we were pleased to serve our school 
community at their Back-to-School Mass and picnic.  
I appreciate my fellow Knights who helped grill and 
serve hot dogs to our incoming students and their 
families.  It was an enjoyable event for everyone.

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin, Grand Knight




