
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Reconciliation Schedule
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday    11 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Saturday          3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Contact the Parish Office
email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
phone: 		            616-527-3610
Monday - Friday      8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Prayer Chain for Immediate Need 
please call 616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday

4 p.m. 
10:15 a.m. 12 p.m. (Spanish)
12:10 p.m, 7 p.m. (Spanish)
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Your Summer Soul-Care Checklist	 	
Summer brings a welcome change of pace. While routines may take 
a break, our faith doesn't have to. Here are seven simple ways to stay 
rooted in God's presence and make this summer spiritually fruitful:

1. Begin every journey with prayer. 
Before heading out, take a moment to entrust your plans to God. 
Pray the Guardian Angel prayer and ask for protection, wisdom, 
and peace throughout your travels and activities.

2. Wear reminders of your faith. 
A crucifix, Miraculous Medal, scapular, or Rosary bracelet can 
do more than complete an outfit. These sacramentals serve as 
quiet reminders of who you belong to and what you value.

3. Adopt a saint for summer. 
Choose a saint to be your spiritual companion for the season. 
You may discover that the saint you choose has something to 
teach you exactly when you need it.

4. Let creation lead you to the Creator. 
A brilliant sunset, a mountain view, or even flowers blooming 
in a neighbor's garden can become moments of prayer. When 
beauty captures your attention, let it lift your heart and mind to 
God, the source of all beauty and goodness.

5. Look for opportunities to serve. 
Summer may offer additional flexibility. Use it to love your 
neighbor in practical ways. Help with yardwork, spend time 
with someone who appears lonely, offer encouragement to  
a colleague.

6. Keep your soul in training.
Athletes know that strength comes through discipline. Spiritual 
strength is no different. Choose a sacrifice or habit that 
challenges you. Limit social media, wake up earlier for prayer, or 
attend an extra Mass during the week. Even small acts build up 
the heart for greater things.

7. Remember the 1–1–1 Rule.
A simple rhythm can keep you faithful throughout the summer: Pray 
(at least) once a day. Attend Mass once a week. Go to Confession 
once a month. These three practices provide a steady anchor, even 
amidst the looser structure of summer.

Adapted from the July Issue of Growing In Faith by In-Faith Publishing, 2026

"The heavens are telling 
the glory of God; and the 
firmament proclaims his 
handiwork. Day to day 
pours forth speech,  
and night to night 
declares knowledge." 
(Psalm 19:1–2)

«Los cielos proclaman 
la gloria de Dios, y el 

firmamento anuncia la 
obra de sus manos. Un 

día transmite el mensaje 
al otro, y una noche 
comunica la noticia

 a la otra. 
(Salmo 19, 2-3)

A Blessing for Grandparents and Elderly,
God of mercy, you have given your children the gift of long life, and they ask for your blessing. Let them feel 
the tenderness and strength of your presence. As they look back to the past, let them rejoice in your mercy. 
As they look to the future, may they persevere in hope that does not fade. To you be praise and glory for ever.

Adapted from Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Nationalshrine.org



Lista de Cuidado Espiritual para el Verano		
El verano trae consigo un cambio de ritmo que suele ser bien 
recibido. Aunque nuestras rutinas puedan relajarse, nuestra fe no 
tiene por qué hacerlo. Aquí encontrarás siete maneras sencillas de 
permanecer firmes en la presencia de Dios y hacer que este verano 
sea espiritualmente fructífero.

1. Comienza cada viaje con una oración.
Antes de salir de casa, dedica un momento para poner tus 
planes en las manos de Dios. Reza la oración al Ángel de la 
Guarda y pídele protección, sabiduría y paz en todos tus viajes 
y actividades.

2. Lleva contigo signos de tu fe.
Un crucifijo, la Medalla Milagrosa, el escapulario o una pulsera 
del Rosario pueden hacer mucho más que complementar tu 
vestimenta. Estos sacramentales son un recordatorio discreto 
de a quién perteneces y de los valores que guían tu vida.

3. Elige un santo para acompañarte este verano.
Escoge un santo que sea tu compañero espiritual 
durante esta temporada. Tal vez descubras que tiene una 
enseñanza especial para ofrecerte justo cuando más  
la necesitas.

4. Deja que la creación te conduzca al Creador.
Un atardecer espléndido, la vista de una montaña o incluso las 
flores que florecen en el jardín de un vecino pueden convertirse 
en momentos de oración. Cuando la belleza llame tu atención, 
permite que eleve tu corazón y tu mente hacia Dios, fuente de 
toda belleza y bondad.

5. Busca oportunidades para servir.
El verano puede brindarte un poco más de tiempo y flexibilidad. 
Aprovecha ese regalo para amar al prójimo con acciones 
concretas. Ayuda con el trabajo del jardín, acompaña a alguien 
que se sienta solo o brinda palabras de ánimo a un compañero 
de trabajo.

6. Mantén tu alma en entrenamiento.
Los atletas saben que la fortaleza se adquiere con disciplina. 
La vida espiritual no es diferente. Elige un sacrificio o un buen 
hábito que represente un desafío para ti. Limita el tiempo en las 
redes sociales, levántate un poco más temprano para orar o 
asiste a una Misa adicional entre semana. Incluso los pequeños 
actos fortalecen el corazón para cosas mayores.

7. Recuerda la regla del 1–1–1.
Un ritmo sencillo puede ayudarte a permanecer fiel durante 
todo el verano: ora (al menos) una vez al día, participa en la 
Santa Misa una vez por semana y acércate al sacramento de 
la Reconciliación una vez al mes. Estas tres prácticas ofrecen 
un fundamento firme, aun cuando el verano traiga horarios  
más flexibles.

Our Parish Prayer List
Please Pray For:
Feleciana Alcaria, Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, 
Dawn Baldwin, Landon Battle,  Dorr Bissell, 
Tony Burns, Pat Brady,Terri Butler, Angie 
Cedillo, Michelle Charon, Pamela Coggan, 
Kathy Coughlin, Mark Dawson, Judy Dick, Joe 
Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Greg & Terry Fattal, Sr. 
Shaun Marie Fattal, Cherie Flinn, Jackie Franz, 
Jerry & Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Pam & 
Jeff Goss, Sarah Gregg, Melissa Harper, Finnly 
Hunt, Ron Kaminski, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Kathy 
Kranz, Larry Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Nathan 
Lower, Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona 
Martinez, David & Judy Maynard, Susan 
Meyers, Karen Miller, Jim & Barb Mulnix, 
Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, Terri 
Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob Parker, Joe 
Peckins, Mike Peckins, Jace Peterson, Mary 
Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, Roxanne 
Rader, Michelle Richard-Mix, Russinda Rohde, 
Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski Scott, Georgia 
Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy 
Tripp, Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley 
Weber, Jerry & Cindy White, Tom & Norma 
White, Chad Wickerink, Jo Wirtz

SAVE THE DATE

You're invited to

CHURCH
ON FIRE
IN THE SPIRIT
with Guest Speaker Bart Schuchts

This will be a three day parish retreat for 
the cluster parishes of St. Edward, Lake 
Odessa, and SS Peter & Paul, Ionia.

September 27, 28, 29	            2026

SS Peter & Paul Parish & School 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m.



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Vanessa Booth
Tiffany Ferguson

Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Mission & Discipleship
Bulletin Editor 
Music Director
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 14
ext. 39

616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, Tom O’Connor,  
Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, Denise Peabody

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Servers: Jaclyn Rewa
EMs: Vanessa Booth,

Cecilia Luke, Mary Lou Mulick
Greeters: Volunteers
 
Lector: Jamie Meyer
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Kevin Heinlein, Theresa

Scholtens, Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

July, 25 & 26 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Servers: 

Charlotte & Lillian Mabe
EMs: Julie Bennett, Cecilia Luke,

Mary Lou Mulick,
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen
 
Lector: Madeline Desrochers
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Kevin Heinlein, Cheryl & John

Hildebrandt
Greeters: Judy Hamblin

10:15 a.m.

August, 1 & 2 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Liturgies This Week
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordianry Time
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130/Rom 8:28-30/
Mt 13:44-52
Saturday, July 25
4:00 p.m.	 Mike & Carol Gallagher 

(Jim, Mimi, & Julia Vosper)	
Sunday, July 26
10:15 a.m.	 Norman Brown (Hemenway family)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Monday, July 27 – Weekday 
Jer 13:1-11/(Ps) Dt 32:18-21/Mt 13:31-35
		  No Mass

Tuesday, July 28 – Weekday  
Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8-9, 11, 13/Mt 13:36-43
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, July 29 – Saints Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus
Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18/Jn 11:19-27
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Larry Carroll (Margaret Stoj)
6:00 p.m.	 Adoration
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español	
	

Thursday, July 30 – St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop 
& Doctor	
Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1-6/Mt 13:47-53
8:00 a.m.	 Bertha Meier

Friday, July 31 – St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest  
Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Mt 13:54-58

No  Mass

Saturday, August 1 – St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop 
& Doctor
Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/Mt 14:1-12
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-18/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21
Saturday, August 1
4:00 p.m.	 Philip O’Mara

(Teresa & Robert Krieger)	
Sunday, August 2
10:15 a.m.	 Bill & Judy Nowak (Diana Verdun)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español



Parish Events This Week
Sunday, July 26

Monday, July 27
6:30 p.m. 	 Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, July 28
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA (PO)
5:30-6:30 p.m.	OCIA (PO)

Wednesday, July 29

Thursday, July 30
9:00 a.m.	 Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)
4:30 p.m. 	 VBS Volunteer Meeting (AH)

Friday, July 31
6-8 p.m. 	 Hispanic Adult Classes for First

Communion & Confirmation (VR)

Saturday, August 1

Sunday, August 2

(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish Office

God’s 
Housekeepers
- July 26
General Cleaning
Julie Bennett
Bridgett Flanigan
Vacuuming
Julie Bennett
Bridgett Flanigan

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar
In today’s gospel Phillip 
worried about “enough 
food” for the crowd. 
What is ENOUGH? When 
does our ENOUGH 
deprive another family 
of their fair share? Jesus 
performed today’s 
miracle because one 
child was willing to share 
and risk living with less. 
Can your family live more 
simply so that other 
families can simply live?

Our Parish Offering 
Week of July 19, 2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Deficit for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Deficit Year to Date

$5,405.08
1,810.00
590.44

$7,805.52

$10,192.31 
$2,386.79

$30,576.93
29,018.05
$1,558.88

Support Our Mission
Together in Christ, we strive to actively 
seek and welcome all people in a 
community that expresses God's love.  
Help us foster faith & fellowship
within our community. Make  A

Paperless 
Donation

Now 
Enrolling  

for the 
2026/2027 

School Year

Contact principal 
Jenny Leik

jleik@ssppcatholic.com 
to schedule a tour.



Learn to Save A Life:  
CPR/First Aid Event
You are invited to join Saint Edwards for 
a hands-on, life-saving CPR and First Aid 
training event put on by the AHA. This event 
is for anyone interested! It also meets the 
MI Child Care Center licensing rules. We will 
cover First Aid and CPR for all ages. We will 
start right at 8 a.m. so don't be late!

Date: Tuesday, August 4, 8 a.m- 2 p.m.
Cost: $60 per person due at sign up.  
Large group discount ($50) with 10+  
people attending. 
Location: 
St. Edward Family Center
Jordan Lake St, Lake Odessa

By taking just a few hours to learn these skills, 
you can be the difference in an emergency. 
We will focus on Adult/Pediatric First Aid 
and AED. Please confirm your attendance by 
calling Fredia at 616-374-7253 ext. 201.

Is God calling you to 
consider the permanent diaconate?
Has the Vocations Prayer moved you to question 
if God is calling you to become a deacon? The 
Office of Diaconate Formation invites men 
with interest or questions about discernment 
and formation to a “Discerning the Diaconate” 
information session. 

Monday, Sept. 14 or Monday, Dec. 7
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Cathedral Square Center
360 Division Ave. S., Grand Rapids. 

Events & Announcements

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering 
becoming Catholic? Our parish offers OCIA (Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure 
opportunity to ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your 
own pace. Inquiry sessions are held on Wednesdays in the Parish 
Office. Please contact Vanessa in the parish office for day and 
evening details.

These sessions are open to anyone who is exploring the 
Catholic faith, returning to the Church, or simply seeking a deeper 
understanding. There is no commitment required—just come as 
you are.

OCIA sessions for Catechumens and Candidates who have 
been welcomed into the Church through the Rite of Entrance, or 
the Rite of Welcoming continue to meet on Tuesdays in the Parish 
Office Living Room: 1:00–2:00 PM or 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Register
Online

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school on Sundays from 9-10:00am September 
through April. For more information about Faith Formation, please 
contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.
com.  

Confirmation Candidate Retreat
Thursday, August 6, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at SSPP School

Vacation Bible School
Wishlist

Please contact Vanessa with regards to donating food items. 
We need:

•	 vanilla pudding cups - 70
•	 sugar cookies - 70
•	 chocolate cupcakes - 70
•	 vanilla wafer cookies - 2 medium boxes
•	 animal crackers - 2 medium boxes

We are in need of the following items to BORROW for our Northern 
Lights theme. PLEASE put your name on your donated item. We 
are looking for camping supplies (sleeping bags, chairs, fishing 
poles, campfire logs etc.) for more information please contact our 
set designer Joyce Essich, Tiffany Ferguson or Vanessa Booth.

Exciting news: We have 30 youth registered and 27 volunteers! 
Have you signed up yet? Join your friends for a True North 
Adventure!  Volunteers are still needed in all areas. Help us make 
this a wonderful Adventure as we all learn the importance of: 
Trusting God in a Wild World.  Pre-K through 5th Grade VBS on 
August 3, 4 & 5th 4:00pm-6:00pm. (Parish School) We will have 
Bible Adventures, Games, Snacks, Crafts and Music.  It will be 
fun for all ages!  Parish Contact: Vanessa Booth 527-3610 ext. 14. 
Our final VBS meeting will be Thursday July 30th at 4:30pm in 
Apostles Hall.

A three day event for 
Pre-K through 
5th Grade. 
August 3, 4, & 5 
from 4:00-6:00pm. 
at SSPP School. 



Events & Announcements

Knights' Corner
My Brother Knights and fellow parishioners,
I would like to talk to you about a faith initiative for 
the Knights of Columbus called Cor. This is a spiritual 
formation program designed to build Christ-
centered brotherhood through a flexible framework 
of prayer, formation, and fraternity. It aims to refocus 
men on Jesus Christ and strengthen them to become 
better husbands, fathers, and missionary disciples. To 
achieve this, the Cor initiative acts as “exercise of the 
heart” (derived from the Latin word Cor).  It doesn’t 
replace existing council duties, it supplements them 
by offering men a small-group environment to pray, 
study scripture, and hold each other accountable. 
Some of you might already be familiar with some 
aspects of this initiative such as ‘Into the Breach’, 
a 12-episode video series that challenges men to 
embrace their vocations. Other key components 
would be, Men of the Word (a dedicated bible study 
program), and Patris Corde (a study focused on the 
life of St. Joseph). 

I also want to encourage you to check your e-mail 
for communication on council activities. State and 
Supreme have made an effort to make electronic 
mailings more available to members.  It is greatly 
appreciated when the council has a good e-mail 
address and texting number so we can keep  
you informed!			         

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin, Grand Knight

Theology Over Lunch with Fr. Eugene
All are invited to join us on the second Wednesday 
of each month after the 12:10pm Mass for Theology  
over Lunch. Our next one will be Wed. August 12.

Each gathering will bring people together around 
a shared meal and meaningful conversation in a 
welcoming and informal atmosphere. Together we 
will explore topics with Fr. Eugene related to Catholic 
theology, biblical teachings, church history, and 
practical discipleship.  These conversations remind us 
that faith grows not only through bible study, but also 
through fellowship and thoughtful discussion. As we 
share a meal, we also share insights, questions, and 
experiences that enrich our understanding of God and 
His work in our lives. Join us for our second gathering.

We look forward to sharing the table with you on 
Wednesday, August 12, following the 12:10 Wednesday 
Mass. The gathering will be held in the Veritas Room. 
Sign-up sheets are in the back of the church if you 
could volunteer to bring soup or salad for our lunch. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Have you ever considered serving as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion? Or have you served in this 
ministry in the past and would like to return? We are 
currently in need of additional volunteers to help with 
this important ministry. The first step is to attend the 
diocesan Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, presented by Aaron Sanders, Director of 
Worship for the Diocese of Grand Rapids. This initial 
formation covers the theology of the Eucharist as well 
as the norms and responsibilities of the ministry. To 
register, please visit grdiocese.org, click on Ministries 
then on Worship, and sign up for one of the quarterly 
training sessions.

The next training session will be:
Saturday, August 1, at 10:00 a.m.
Basilica of St. Adalbert
654 Davis Avenue NW
Grand Rapids,MI

After completing the diocesan training, please contact 
the parish office. We are currently looking at scheduling 
a parish-level training in August. Please watch the 
bulletin for more details. If you have any questions, or 
if you have already completed this training and need 
to be added to the list, please contact the parish office.

Health Support Group Sessions
All those touched by Cancer or any other illness in any 
way are invited to join our support group discussion 
series on love, grace and gratitude. The next session will 
be held in the Parish Office Living Room on Saturday, 
August 15th at 9:30am. All are welcome.

Seven Sisters Apostolate
If you are interested in joining with others to pray for 
our parish priest every week, consider joining the 
Seven Sisters Apostolate. Information is on the table at 
the back of the church, or contact Lauren Mulford for 
more info. Men and women welcome.

Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group series will be at 
9:30am in the Parish Office on Saturday, August 
8th. The group is open to anyone who is grieving 
the loss of a loved one and is seeking support, 
encouragement, and healing in a faith-filled 
environment. Please keep this ministry and all who 
are grieving in your prayers. For more information 
please contact Vanessa Booth at the parish office or 
vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.


