
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Reconciliation Schedule
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday    11 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Saturday          3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Contact the Parish Office
email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
phone: 		            616-527-3610
Monday - Friday      8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Prayer Chain for Immediate Need 
please call 616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

9 de Agosto de 2026

A parish 
clustered 

with St. 
Edward,  

Lake Odessa

August 9, 2026

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday

4 p.m. 
10:15 a.m. 12 p.m. (Spanish)
12:10 p.m, 7 p.m. (Spanish)
8 a.m.



Culture & Faith

In the theology of mission, there is a concept 
of building up the community of the faithful 
that highlights and celebrates the people who 
make up the Church of God. The Word of God is 
incarnated in every people created in the image 
and likeness of God and manifested in their 
cultural expressions. 

Inculturation is the incarnation of Christian life and 
of the Christian message in a particular cultural 
context, in such a way that this experience not 
only finds expression through elements proper to 
the culture in question, but becomes a principle 
that animates, directs and unifies the culture, 
transforming and remaking it to bring about a 
new creation. (Father Pedro Arrupe, SJ 1907-1991)

What this means for us is the marriage of culture 
and the recognition of the ever-present Christ 
in the lives of humanity. The Gospel becomes 
alive in the daily activities of the people. It is an 
incarnation of Christ in the culture of the people, 
wherein the center of it all is the living body and 
blood of Jesus Christ, who makes all things new.

A Letter from Father Eugene  Una carta del Padre Eugene

Cultura y Fe

En la teología de la misión existe el concepto de 
edificar la comunidad de los fieles, destacando 
y celebrando a las personas que conforman la 
Iglesia de Dios. La Palabra de Dios se encarna en 
cada pueblo creado a imagen y semejanza de 
Dios, y se manifiesta a través de sus expresiones 
culturales.

La inculturación es la encarnación de la vida 
cristiana y del mensaje cristiano en un contexto 
cultural particular, de tal manera que esta 
experiencia no solo se expresa mediante 
elementos propios de esa cultura, sino que 
también se convierte en un principio que la 
anima, la orienta y la unifica, transformándola 
y renovándola para dar origen a una nueva 
creación. (Padre Pedro Arrupe, S.J., 1907–1991)

¿Qué significa esto para nosotros? Significa la 
unión entre la cultura y el reconocimiento de 
la presencia constante de Cristo en la vida de 
la humanidad. El Evangelio cobra vida en las 
actividades cotidianas de las personas. Es la 
encarnación de Cristo en la cultura de cada 
pueblo, donde el centro de todo es el Cuerpo y 
la Sangre vivos de Jesucristo, quien hace nuevas 
todas las cosas.



A Prayer for Priests

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the 
gift of our priests. Through them, we experience 
your presence in the sacraments.

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.

Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and 
strength they need to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus. Inspire them with the vision of 
your Kingdom.

Give them the words they need to spread the 
Gospel. Allow them to experience joy in  
their ministry.

Help them to become instruments of your  
divine grace.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns as our Eternal Priest. 	

Amen. 

Oración por los Sacerdotes

Dios bondadoso y lleno de amor, te damos 
gracias por el don de nuestros sacerdotes. Por 
medio de ellos, experimentamos tu presencia 
en los sacramentos.

Ayuda a nuestros sacerdotes a mantenerse 
firmes en su vocación. Enciende sus corazones 
con un ardiente amor por tu pueblo.

Concédeles la sabiduría, el entendimiento y la 
fortaleza que necesitan para seguir las huellas 
de Jesucristo. Inspíralos con la visión de tu Reino.

Dales las palabras necesarias para anunciar el 
Evangelio. Permíteles experimentar la alegría 
en su ministerio.

Ayúdalos a ser instrumentos de tu gracia divina.

Te lo pedimos por Jesucristo, que vive y reina 
como nuestro Sumo y Eterno Sacerdote.

Amén.

United States 
Conference of
Catholic Bishops

Condado de Ionia
Agosto 1 - 15

8. Salud & Carmen Jurado
9263 W Belding Rd., Belding

9.Emilia Nava & Familia
777 Coral Rd., Stanton

10: Hector & Maria Yanez
5252 Palmer Rd., Belding

11. Gabriel & Rosa Yanez
Location Unavailable

12. Juan & Carmen Duran
319 E Fargo St., Ionia

13. Pantaleon & Alma Zavalza
5252 Palmer Rd., Belding

14. Elvia Mendez & Familia
8462 Lake Rd., Greenville

15. Alfredo & Graciela Corona
13497 Heffron Rd., Belding

16. Misa de la Asunción de la
Santísima Virgen María. Iglesia de 
Santos Pedro & Pablo 12 p.m.

Rosarios Migrantes

Our Parish Prayer ListOur Parish Prayer List
Please Pray For:
Feleciana Alcaria, Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, Dawn 
Baldwin, Landon Battle,  Dorr Bissell, Tony Burns, Terri 
Butler, Angie Cedillo, Michelle Charon, Pamela Coggan, 
Kathy Coughlin, Mark Dawson, Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, 
Pat Duffy, Travis Eveleth, Greg & Terry Fattal, Sr. Shaun 
Marie Fattal, Cherie Flinn, Jackie Franz, Jerry & Maribeth 
Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Jeff & Pam Goss, Sarah Gregg, Melissa 
Harper, Finnly Hunt, Ron Kaminski, Joe & Sue Kleiss, Kathy 
Kranz, Larry Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Nathan Lower, 
Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona Martinez, David 
& Judy Maynard, Susan Meyers, Karen Miller, Jim & Barb 
Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, Terri 
Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob Parker, Mike Peckins, 
Jace Peterson, Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, 
Roxanne Rader, Michelle Richard-Mix, Russinda Rohde, 
Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue 
Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, Connie Waterman, 
Denise Ward, Shirley Weber, Jerry & Cindy White, Tom & 
Norma White, Chad Wickerink, Jo Wirtz



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Vanessa Booth
Tiffany Ferguson

Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Mission & Discipleship
Bulletin Editor 
Music Director
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 14
ext. 39

616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, Tom O’Connor,  
Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, Denise Peabody

4:00 p.m. Lector: Phill Wizorek
Altar Servers: 

Kaylynn, Kenna, Kinleigh Wizorek
EMs: Julie Bennett, Cecilia Luke,

Sue Wizorek
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen
 
Lector: Sam Meyer
Altar Servers: 

Hans Heinlein, Jace Perry
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Veronica

Meyer, Theresa Scholtens
Greeters: Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

August, 8 & 9 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Lector: Sue Wizorek
Altar Servers: 

Levi & Logan Haskin
EMs: Julie Bennett, Barb Mulnix,

Phill Wizorek
Greeters: Volunteers
 

Lector: Shannon Andrews
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Theresa

Scholtens, Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Deb Porter

10:15 a.m.

August, 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Liturgies This Week
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 19:9, 11-13/Ps 85:9-14/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33
Saturday, August 8
4:00 p.m.	 Charles & Mary Booth-60th Anniversary	

Sunday, August 9
10:15 a.m.	 Joyce Funkey (Don Funkey & family)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
2:00 p.m.	 Baptism of Kara Michelle Gabel

Monday, August 10 – St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-9/Jn 12:24-26
		  No Mass

Tuesday, August 11 – St. Clare, Virgin   
Ez 2:8 – 3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, August 12 – St. Jane Frances de Chantal, 
Religious
Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-6/Mt 18:15-20
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Katie Fox (Relatives in Germany)
6:00 p.m.	 Adoration
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Thursday, August 13 – Saints Pontian, Pope,
and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs	
Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-59, 61-62/Mt 18:21 – 19:1
8:00 a.m.	 Joe & Sandy Meyers 
		  (Doug & Nancy Cusack)

Friday, August 14 – St. Maximilian Kolbe,  
Priest & Martyr  
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63/(Ps) Is12:2-6/Mt 19:3-12

No  Mass

Saturday, August 15 – Assumption of Mary
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
12:00 p.m.	 Baptism of Gianni Dior
		  Castruita-Vazquez
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 11:19; 12:1-6, 10/Ps 45:10-12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Saturday, August 15
4:00 p.m.	 Patrick Hufnagel (Bridget Strickling)
		  OCIA Prof. of Faith & First Eucharist)
	
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28
Sunday, August 16
10:15 a.m.	 Floyd & Nita Kenney (Kevin Kenney)
12:00 p.m.	 (Misa en español w/ Assumption liturgy)

August, 16 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time



Parish Events This Week
Sunday, August 9

Monday, August 10
3:30 p.m.	 Ladies Social Group-Bunco (VR)
6:30-8 p.m.	 Bible Timeline (VR)
Tuesday, August 11
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA (PO)
5:00 p.m.	 Finance Council Meeting (VR)
5:30-6:30 pm.	OCIA (PO)

Wednesday, August 12
1:00 p.m.	 Theology Over Lunch (VR)

Thursday, August 13
9:00 a.m.		  Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.		  Life Fit (VR)

Friday, August 14
6-8 p.m.	 Hispanic Adult Classes for   			 
		      First Communion & Confirmation  (VR)

Saturday, August 15
9:30 a.m. 	 Health  Support Group (PO)

Sunday, August 16

(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish Office

God’s 
Housekeepers
- August 9
General Cleaning
Jane Hemenway
Laurie Tjalsma
Vacuuming
John & Kathy 
Curtin

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar
The demands of family 
can be so overwhelming 
we might feel that 
walking on water 
would be easier. When 
Jesus was pressured, 
He dismissed everyone, 
so he could be “by 
himself and pray.” When 
overwhelmed and 
stressed, go to a quiet 
place and surrender 
your pressured feelings 
to the Lord using Peter’s 
prayer in today’s gospel: 
“Lord, save me.”

Our Parish Offering 
Week of August 2, 2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Surplus for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Deficit Year to Date

$6,537.83
4,670.00

918.49
$12,126.32

$10,192.31 
$1,934.01

$50,961.55
49,669.81
$1,291.74

Support Our Mission
Together in Christ, we strive to actively 
seek and welcome all people in a 
community that expresses God's love.  
Help us foster faith & fellowship
within our community. Make  A

Paperless 
Donation

The Walk on the Lake
by Anton Dorph
Oil painting on Canvas
Late 19th Century

This piece is currently on display at the 
National Museum of Denmark. 



Events & Announcements

Theology Over Lunch with Fr. Eugene
All are invited to join us on the second Wednesday 
of each month after the 12:10pm Mass for Theology  
over Lunch. Our second gathering will be Wednesday,  
August 12.

Each gathering will bring people together around 
a shared meal and meaningful conversation in a 
welcoming and informal atmosphere. Together we 
will explore topics with Fr. Eugene related to Catholic 
theology, biblical teachings, church history, and 
practical discipleship.  These conversations remind us 
that faith grows not only through bible study, but also 
through fellowship and thoughtful discussion. As we 
share a meal, we also share insights, questions, and 
experiences that enrich our understanding of God and 
His work in our lives. Join us for our second gathering.
We look forward to sharing the table with you on 
Wednesday, August 12, following the 12:10 Wednesday 
Mass. The gathering will be held in the Veritas Room. 
Sign-up sheets are in the back of the church if you 
could volunteer to bring soup or salad for our lunch. 

True North VBS was a Wonderful Success!
This year, 54 children and 32 volunteers joined us 
on an exciting adventure of faith, fun, and learning. 
Throughout the week, we discovered that in all 
situations, we can trust in Jesus! It was a joy to grow 
in faith together through Bible lessons, music, crafts, 
games, and fellowship.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who worked so 
tirelessly behind the scenes and throughout the week 
to make VBS such a success. We are also deeply 
grateful for the many generous donations of time, 
supplies, snacks, and resources that helped make this 
ministry possible. 

We'll be back next year for a brand-new adventure—
we can't wait to see you there!

Happy Birthday, 
Gayle Gardner!

Gayle turns 80 years young on August 
17th. You may send birthday greetings 
to her at this address: 

567 Louisa St., Ionia, MI, 48846

SAVE THE DATE

You're invited to

CHURCH
ON FIRE
IN THE SPIRIT
with Guest Speaker Bart Schuchts

This will be a three day parish retreat for the 
cluster parishes of St. Edward, Lake Odessa, 
and SS Peter & Paul, Ionia.

September 27, 28, 29	                       2026
SS Peter & Paul Parish & School 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

see the flyer in the back of church for more details.

Catechetical Day: Catechist Training for New 
and Active Catechists

8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Cathedral of St. Andrew
360 Division Ave S, Grand Rapids, MI

Exciting News
Bishop Walkowiak has scheduled the pastor's 
installation for Father Eugene to be Sunday, August 
23rd. The ceremony will be at 8 a.m. at Saint Edwards 
and 10:15 a.m. at SS Peter & Paul. August 23rd also 
happens to be Father Eugene's Birthday. So much to 
celebrate this month. Congratulations, Father Eugene. 

Baptisms
This sacrament will be celebrated on the second 
Sunday of each month at 2:00 PM or during regular 
10:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Masses or by appt.



Events & Announcements

Interested in Learning More About 
the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or 
considering becoming Catholic? Our parish offers 
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) Inquiry 
Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure opportunity to 
ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your 
own pace. Inquiry sessions are held on Wednesdays 
in the Parish Office. Please contact Vanessa in the 
parish office for day and evening details.

These sessions are open to anyone who is 
exploring the Catholic faith, returning to the Church, 
or simply seeking a deeper understanding. There is 
no commitment required—just come as you are.

OCIA sessions for Catechumens and Candidates 
who have been welcomed into the Church through 
the Rite of Entrance, or the Rite of Welcoming 
continue to meet on Tuesdays in the Parish Office 
Living Room: 1:00–2:00 PM or 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Health Support Group Sessions
Any who have been touched by Cancer or other 
illnesses are invited to join our health support group 
discussion. The next session will be held in the Parish 
Office Living Room on Saturday, August 15th at 9:30 
a.m. All are welcome.

Ladies Social Group, This Monday
Join us for an afternoon of fun, fellowship, and luck as the 
ladies social group plays Bunco. If you don't know how 
to play, it's easy to learn. It will be Mon., August 10, at 3:30 
p.m. in the Veritas Room. Water will be provided. Bring a 
snack to share. RSVP to Jean Barker at 616-340-0678 or 
Kip Gelhof at 517-983-8241.

Loving Hands of Christ
The group is open to anyone who is grieving the loss of 
a loved one and is seeking support, encouragement, 
and healing in a faith-filled environment. Please keep 
this ministry and all who are grieving in your prayers. 
For more information please contact Vanessa Booth 
at the parish office.

Mass at Green Acres
Families are invited to join their loved ones at Green 
Acres in Ionia on Saturday, August 15, the feast of the 
Assumption of Mary, for a special Mass offered by  
Fr. Eugene at 10:00 a.m. 

Vatican Display of Eucharistic Miracles
Join our clustered parish, St. Edward the Confessor, 
in reflection that highlights the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist. In collaboration with the Mary 
Our Mother Foundation, witness a series of panel 
displays, photographs, and scientific evidence, all 
thoughtfully presented to deepen your knowledge 
and understanding. Come, reflect, and discover the 
ongoing miracle of the Eucharist.      

Save the Dates: October 10-13

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) 
through High School are held in our school on 
Sundays from 9-10:00am September through April. 
For more information about Faith Formation, please 
contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@
ssppcatholic.com. 

Knights' Corner
My Brother Knights and fellow parishioners,

On August 12, we celebrate the birthday of Blessed 
Father McGivney. His Memorial is on the 13th, and 
the anniversary of his death is on the 14th of August.  
Our Council #944 has been around for over 122 
years serving this parish through the vision he made 
into a reality based on the needs at the time.  Now, 
generations of Knights later, we still build on the 
deeds they accomplished, the families that were 
raised, and the community that was made better 
because of their faith.  Let us pray that Fr. McGivney 
may soon obtain the sainthood he deserves.	
	        

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin, Grand Knight

Follow Us On Facebook
SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church


