
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Reconciliation Schedule
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday    11 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Saturday          3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Contact the Parish Office
email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
phone: 		            616-527-3610
Monday - Friday      8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Prayer Chain for Immediate Need 
please call 616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

19 de Julio de 2026

A parish 
clustered 

with St. 
Edward,  

Lake Odessa

July 19, 2026

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday

4 p.m. 
10:15 a.m. 12 p.m. (Spanish)
12:10 p.m, 7 p.m. (Spanish)
8 a.m.



Finding the Kingdom of Heaven 			   by Joan Boyle

Everyone loves a story, and Jesus was fond of storytelling in his 
teaching. Today's reading tells us three such stories. Each one describes 
how Jesus looked at some aspect of daily life and found the kingdom 
of heaven. They each hold kernels of truth and, taken together, they 
suggest that Jesus saw the face of God all around him.

Through his teaching, Jesus was forever sharing his love of the 
kingdom of heaven. That was his mission. And in his stories he speaks 
of seeing the kingdom of heaven in the flowers, the weeds, the seeds, 
the yeast, and in the work of ordinary people. The stories show us 
that Jesus' life was filled with deep reflective thought. His was a life 
of contemplation.

We too are invited to contemplate: to take time to ponder 
how our own lives speak to us of God. Sometimes we experience 
moments of peace and joy. At other times our lives seem full of 
anxiety and distress. Developing the habit of contemplation helps 
us to look for the kingdom of heaven in all the circumstances of our 
lives. And through contemplation, the stories of our lives become 
the stories of how God is with us. Jesus, the storyteller, teaches 
us today how we too can find the kingdom of heaven in our  
own hearts.

Please Pray for Our  
Parish Prayer List:
Feleciana Alcaria, Ericka Baer, 
Sharon Baer, Landon Battle, 
Dawn Baldwin, Dorr Bissell, Tony 
Burns, Terri Butler, Angie Cedillo, 
Michelle Charon, Pamela Coggan, 
Kathy Coughlin, Mark Dawson, 
Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, Travis 
Eveleth, Greg & Terry Fattal, Sr. 
Shaun Marie Fattal, Cherie Flinn, 
Jackie Franz, Jerry & Maribeth 
Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Pam & Jeff 
Goss, Sarah Gregg, Melissa 
Harper, Finnly Hunt, Ron Kaminski, 
Sue & Joe Kleiss, Kathy Kranz, 
Larry Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, 
Nathan Lower, Traccie Lower, Pat 
MacLachlan, Mona Martinez, 
Susan Meyers, Karen Miller, Jim 
& Barb Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, 
Ken and Sherry North, Terri 
Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob 
Parker, Joe Peckins, Mike Peckins, 
Jace Peterson, Mary Perrien, Mike 
Priest, Lisa Pringle, Roxanne Rader, 
Michelle Richard-Mix, Russinda 
Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski 
Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue Speckin, 
Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, 
Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, 
Shirley Weber, Jerry & Cindy 
White, Tom & Norma White, Chad 
Wickerink, Jo Wirtz

Encontrando el Reino de los Cielos

A todos nos gusta escuchar una buena historia, y Jesús recurría 
con frecuencia a las parábolas para enseñar. El Evangelio de hoy 
nos presenta tres de esas historias. Cada una muestra cómo Jesús 
contemplaba algún aspecto de la vida cotidiana y descubría en él 
el Reino de los Cielos. Cada una encierra una verdad y, juntas, nos 
sugieren que Jesús veía el rostro de Dios en todo lo que lo rodeaba.

A través de su enseñanza, Jesús compartía constantemente su 
amor por el Reino de los Cielos. Esa era su misión. En sus parábolas 
nos habla del Reino de los Cielos presente en las flores, la cizaña, 
las semillas, la levadura y en el trabajo de la gente sencilla. Estas 
historias nos muestran que la vida de Jesús estaba llena de una 
profunda reflexión. La suya fue una vida de contemplación.

También nosotros estamos invitados a contemplar: a dedicar 
tiempo para reflexionar sobre la manera en que Dios se hace presente 
en nuestra propia vida. A veces experimentamos momentos de paz 
y alegría. En otras ocasiones, nuestra vida parece estar llena de 
ansiedad y dificultades. Cultivar el hábito de la contemplación nos 
ayuda a descubrir el Reino de los Cielos en todas las circunstancias 
de nuestra vida. 

Y, por medio de la contemplación, nuestra propia historia se 
convierte en un testimonio de cómo Dios está siempre con nosotros. 
Jesús, el gran narrador, nos enseña hoy cómo también nosotros 
podemos encontrar el Reino de los Cielos en nuestro propio corazón.

Adapted from Sunday Missal 2025–2026, LivingwithChrist.





Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Vanessa Booth
Tiffany Ferguson

Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Mission & Discipleship
Bulletin Editor 
Music Director
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 14
ext. 39

616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, Tom O’Connor,  
Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, Denise Peabody

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Servers: 

Charlotte & Lillian Mabe
EMs: Julie Bennett, Mary Lou

Mulick, Mary Perrien
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen
 
Lector: Kevin Kenney
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kenadra Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews,

Kevin Heinlein, Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Theresa Scholtens

10:15 a.m.

July, 18 & 19 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Servers: Jaclyn Rewa
EMs: Vanessa Booth,

Cecilia Luke, Mary Lou Mulick
Greeters: Volunteers
 
Lector: Jamie Meyer
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kenadra Heinlein
EMs: Kevin Heinlein, Theresa

Scholtens, Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

July, 25 & 26 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Liturgies This Week
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom 8:26-27/
Mt 13:24-43
Saturday, July 18
4:00 p.m.	 Doug Antonides (Sandra Antonides)
Sunday, July 19
10:15 a.m.	 John Scholtens 

(Jack & Carole Hausserman)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Monday, July 20 – St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16-17, 21, 23/Mt 12:38-42
		  No Mass

Tuesday, July 21 – St Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doctor 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-8/Mt 12:46-50
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, July 22 – St. Mary Magdalene
Sg 3:1-4/Ps 63:2-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
		  No Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Intention of Jessica Fritz 

(Jerry & Mary Beth Fritz)
6:00 p.m.	 Adoration
		  No Misa en español	
	

Thursday, July 23 – St. Bridget, Religious
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-11/Mt 13:10-17
		  No Mass

Friday, July 24 – St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest    
Jer 3:14-17/(Ps) Jer 31:10-13/Mt 13:18-23

No  Mass

Saturday, July 25 – St James, Apostle
2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1-6/Mt 20:20-28
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordianry Time
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130/Rom 8:28-30/
Mt 13:44-52
Saturday, July 25
4:00 p.m.	 Mike & Carol Gallagher 

(Jim, Mimi, & Julia Vosper)	
Sunday, July 26
10:15 a.m.	 Norman Brown (Hemenway family)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español



Read more facts about Saint James the Greater at
britannica.com/biography/St-James-son-of-Zebedee

Parish Events This Week
Sunday, July 19

Monday, July 20
6:30 p.m. 	 Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, July 21
	 No OCIA sessions today

Wednesday, July 22

Thursday, July 23
9:00 a.m.	 Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, July 24

Saturday, July 25
10:00 a.m.	 Diocesan Training for Extraordinary
		    Minister of Communion
		    (St. Mary, Spring Lake)

Sunday, July 26

(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish Office

God’s 
Housekeepers
- July 19
General Cleaning
Marisha Hileman
Gwen O'Mara
Janis Neustifter
Vacuuming
John & Kathy
Curtin

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar
Parents who plant 
values in their children 
anticipating the tiny 
seeds of honesty, respect, 
commitment and
fidelity, will grow with 
their child and one day 
become “a safe haven”  
to many.

Our Parish Offering 
Week of July 12, 2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Deficit for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$6,585.65
3,500.00

70.44 
$10,156.09 

$10,192.31 
$36.22

$20,384.62
$21,212.53

$827.91

Support Our Mission
Together in Christ, we strive to actively 
seek and welcome all people in a 
community that expresses God's love.  
Help us foster faith & fellowship
within our community. Make  A

Paperless 
Donation

Saint James the Greater
Join Dr. Ben Akers and Mary McGeehan as they discuss 
the life of one of Jesus' inner circle disciples, St. James 
the Greater. He is the patron saint of pilgrims, soldiers, 
veterinarians, pharmacists, and sufferers of arthritis. 
He is also the patron saint of Spain, Galicia, Nicaragua, 
Gutemala, and Seattle.
Our parish has a free Formed subscription just for you! 
Simply scan the QR code or visit formed.org/signup to 
create your account and select our parish to get free 
access to this content and much more.

Now 
Enrolling  

for the 
2026/2027 

School Year

Contact principal 
Jenny Leik

jleik@ssppcatholic.com 
to schedule a tour.



Learn to Save A Life:  
CPR/First Aid Event
You are invited to join Saint Edwards for a 
hands-on, life-saving CPR and First Aid training 
event put on by the AHA. This event is for 
anyone interested! It also meets the MI Child 
Care Center licensing rules. We will cover First 
Aid and CPR for all ages. We will start right at 8 
a.m. so don't be late!

Date: Tuesday, August 4, at 8 a.m.
Cost: $60 per person due at sign up.  
Large group discount ($50) with 10+  
people attending. 
Location: 
St. Edward Family Center
Jordan Lake St, Lake Odessa

By taking just a few hours to learn these skils, 
you can be the difference in an emergency. We 
will focus on Adult/Pediatric First Aid and AED. 
Please confirm your attendance by calling 
Fredia at 616-374-7253 ext. 201.

Eucharistic Minister Training in GR
There will be  a Eucharistic Minister Training 
session for everyone within the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids. The class will begins at 8 a.m. New 
and active ministers are encouraged to attend.

Basilica of St. Albert.
654 Davis Avenue NW, Grand Rapids

Events & Announcements

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering 
becoming Catholic? Our parish offers OCIA (Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure 
opportunity to ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your 
own pace. Inquiry sessions are held on Wednesdays in the Parish 
Office. Please contact Vanessa in the parish office for day and 
evening details.

These sessions are open to anyone who is exploring the Catholic 
faith, returning to the Church, or simply seeking a deeper 
understanding. There is no commitment required—just come as 
you are.

OCIA sessions for Catechumens and Candidates who have 
been welcomed into the Church through the Rite of Entrance, or 
the Rite of Welcoming continue to meet on Tuesdays in the Parish 
Office Living Room: 1:00–2:00 PM or 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Register
Online

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school from 9:00 - 10:00am September through 
April. For more information about Faith Formation, please contact 
Vanessa Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.  

Confirmation Candidate Retreat
Thursday, August 6, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at SSPP School

Vacation Bible School - Wishlist
Contact Vanessa with regards to donating food items. We need:

•	 vanilla pudding cups
•	 sugar cookies
•	 chocolate cupcakes
•	 vanilla wafer cookies
•	 animal crackers

We are also in need of extra camping items to borrow. If you have 
any we can borrow please contact Vanessa, Joyce, or Tiffany. 
Please put your name on the items, and drop them off at the 
parish office. Use tape if you don't want it to be permanent. We're 
looking for things like:

•	 sleeping bags
•	 camping chairs
•	 fishing poles
•	 battery opperated lanterns or string lights 
•	 rustic furniture and any other suggestions

Exciting news: We have 31 youth registered and 16 volunteers!
Have you signed up yet? Join your friends for a True North 
Adventure!  Volunteers are still needed in all areas. We could use 
the extra hands. Do you like set design? We are meeting outside 
Door G to begin decorating Sunday August 2, at 4:30 p.m. 

Help make this a wonderful adventure as we all learn the 
importance of: Trusting God in a Wild World. It will be fun for all 
ages!  Parish Contact: Vanessa Booth 527-3610 ext. 14.

A three day event for 
Pre-K through 
5th Grade. 
August 3, 4, & 5 
from 4:00-6:00pm. 
at SSPP School. 



Events & Announcements

Ionia Free Fair Parking Fundraiser
Fair season is here. The Ionia Free Fair is July 16-25. 
Support our school by parking at the lot next to 
Burger King. Don't forget to cheer on the 4-H kids!

Knights' Corner
My Brother Knights and fellow parishioners,

In 1882, The Venerable Father Michael J. 
McGivney invited a small group of parishioners to 
gather in the basement of St. Mary’s Church in New 
Haven, Connecticut. His goal was simple-to establish 
an Order that would unite men in their faith as well 
as help provide for Catholic families in times of need. 
It was the humblest of beginnings that the Knights 
of Columbus was founded. Father McGivney’s 
perseverance and foresight resulted in the largest 
Catholic fraternal and humanitarian organization 
ever created. This organization has endured for well 
over a century because of the inspirational courage 
of so many. Become a Knight! An organization like no 
other! Go online and e-register! It’s easy and 
simple!

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin, Grand Knight

Jubilee Year of Saint Francis
Mass and Education Sessions
Every second Saturday through January 2027 at 10 a.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center 
(FLPC)

11650 Downes St. NE, Lowell
Bishop Walkowiak will preside at Mass. 
After Mass, the sisters will educate us 
on one of the charisms of Saint Francis.

Penance Service
Sunday, Aug. 2, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center 
(FLPC) Bishop Walkowiak, along with multiple 
priests, will be available to hear confessions.

Theology Over Lunch with Fr. Eugene
All are invited to join us on the second Wednesday 
of each month after the 12:10pm Mass for Theology  
over Lunch. 

Each gathering will bring people together around 
a shared meal and meaningful conversation in a 
welcoming and informal atmosphere. Together we 
will explore topics with Fr. Eugene related to Catholic 
theology, biblical teachings, church history, and 
practical discipleship.  These conversations remind us 
that faith grows not only through bible study but also 
through fellowship and thoughtful discussion. As we 
share a meal, we also share insights, questions, and 
experiences that enrich our understanding of God 
and His work in our lives.

Whether you are new to the faith, a longtime 
believer, or simply curious about theological questions, 
Theology Over Lunch offers a place to grow spiritually 
and connect with others in our church community.

Join us for our second gathering and bring your 
appetite—for both lunch and learning. We look forward 
to sharing the table with you on Wednesday, August 
12, following the 12:10 Wednesday Mass.  The gathering 
will be held in the Veritas Room. Sign-up sheets are in 
the back of the church for those of you who would like 
to bring soup or salad for lunch.

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Have you ever considered serving as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion? Or have you served in this 
ministry in the past and would like to return? We are 
currently in need of additional volunteers to help with 
this important ministry. The first step is to attend the 
diocesan Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, presented by Aaron Sanders, Director of 
Worship for the Diocese of Grand Rapids. This initial 
formation covers the theology of the Eucharist as well 
as the norms and responsibilities of the ministry. To 
register, please visit the Worship section of the Diocese 
of Grand Rapids website and sign up for one of the 
quarterly training sessions.

The next training session will be:
Saturday, July 25, at 10:00 a.m.
St. Mary Parish
Spring Lake, Michigan

After completing the diocesan training, please contact 
the parish office so we can schedule your parish-level 
training and add you to our Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion ministry roster.

If you have any questions, or if you have already 
completed this training and need to be added to the 
list, please contact the parish office.

2026 St. John Bosco Conference
Please pray for the five Catechists from our parish who 
will be attending the St. John Bosco Conference next 
week in Steubenville Ohio. These adults will experience 
a spirit filled week with a scripture focusing on the 
faithful being called witnesses of the Lord in a mission 
that will reach the "ends of the earth." We would like 
to thank these Catechists for saying yes to the call of 
service in our parish. 


