
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Reconciliation Schedule
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday    11 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Saturday          3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Contact the Parish Office
email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
phone: 		            616-527-3610
Monday - Friday      8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Prayer Chain for Immediate Need 
please call 616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org
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In God We Trust

The well-known motto “In God We Trust” was first featured on American 
coins in 1864, during a time when the country was divided by the Civil War. 
Its purpose was to express the nation's dependence on divine support. 
President Eisenhower signed the motto into officiality in 1956. Amid the 
threat of nuclear war and global tension, "In God We Trust" served as a 
powerful reminder that America's strength lay not just in its military might 
but in its spiritual convictions — a declaration that the nation would continue 
to place its trust in God.

The country continues to trust in God, acknowledging that we are not self-
sufficient. We must rely on a higher power, namely God. Our experiences 
have repeatedly shown us that without God's guidance, our achievements 
are pointless. 
​
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has consecrated the entire country 
to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Archbishop William Lori, retired Bishop 
of Baltimore, reflected on this milestone, saying:

We consecrate our nation, not because it is perfect, but because it is 
beloved by God. We entrust to the Heart of Christ our achievements and 
failures, our hopes and anxieties, our present challenges and our future 
aspirations.

We ask him to heal what is wounded, strengthen what is good, and guide 
us towards a future marked by justice, peace, freedom, and respect for the 
dignity of every human person.

A Letter
from 
Father Eugene 
Una carta de 
Padre Eugene

En Dios Confiamos

El conocido lema 'En Dios Confiamos' fue presentado por primera vez en monedas estadounidenses 
en 1864, en un momento en que el país estaba dividido por la guerra civil. Su propósito era expresar 
la dependencia de la nación en el apoyo divino. El presidente Eisenhower oficializó el lema en 1956. 
En medio de la amenaza de guerra nuclear y tensiones globales, 'En Dios Confiamos' sirvió como 
un recordatorio poderoso de que la fortaleza de Estados Unidos no residía solo en su poder militar, 
sino en sus convicciones espirituales — una declaración de que la nación seguiría confiando en 
Dios.

El país continúa confiando en Dios, reconociendo que no somos autosuficientes. Debemos 
depender de un poder superior, es decir, de Dios. Nuestras experiencias nos han demostrado una y 
otra vez que, sin la guía de Dios, nuestros logros carecen de sentido.

La Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos ha consagrado toda la nación al Sagrado 
Corazón de Jesús. El arzobispo William Lori, obispo emérito de Baltimore, reflexionó sobre este hito 
diciendo:

'Consagramos nuestra nación, no porque sea perfecta, sino porque es amada por Dios. 
Encomendamos al Corazón de Cristo nuestros logros y fracasos, nuestras esperanzas y ansiedades, 
nuestros desafíos presentes y nuestras aspiraciones futuras.

Le pedimos que sane lo que está herido, fortalezca lo que es bueno y nos guíe hacia un futuro 
marcado por la justicia, la paz, la libertad y el respeto por la dignidad de toda persona humana.'



Together We Pray,

O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus:

You know the longings of our hearts, and you 
desire that we enjoy friendship with you. 

From your pierced side, you have poured out the 
wellspring of life, for which we thirst. 

Your heart burns with a love for all people to return 
to a right relationship with you. 

We celebrate the abundant gifts you have given 
this nation, founded on the self-evident truths that 
our Creator has endowed all people with the right 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
We make reparation for the offenses against you 

and against human dignity that have taken place 
in this nation. 

May our hearts be united to yours, so that 
our families and communities enjoy peace 

and happiness; may broken relationships be 
reconciled, injustices repaired, and the wounds of 

our land be healed. 
May your holy Catholic Church serve as a sign, 

pointing all people to your infinite love. 
O Desire of Nations and Center of History, we ask 

you to bless these United States of America. 
Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us! 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!

Sagrado Corazón de Jesús: 

Tú conoces los anhelos de nuestro corazón y 
deseas que disfrutemos de tu amistad. 
De tu costado traspasado has derramado el 
manantial de vida, del que tenemos sed. 
Tu corazón arde de amor para que todas 
las personas vuelvan a tener una relación 
correcta contigo. 
Celebramos los abundantes dones que has 
brindado a esta nación, fundada en las 
verdades evidentes que nuestro Creador ha 
dotado a todas las personas del derecho a la 
vida, a la libertad y a la búsqueda  
de la felicidad. 
Ofrecemos reparación por las ofensas contra 
ti y contra la dignidad humana ocurridas en 
esta nación. 
Que nuestros corazones se unan al tuyo, para 
que nuestras familias y comunidades gocen 
de paz y felicidad; que las relaciones dañadas 
se reconcilien, las injusticias se reparen y las 
heridas de nuestra tierra se sanen. 
Que tu santa Iglesia católica sirva de signo,  
mostrando a todos tu amor infinito. 
A ti, que eres el Deseo de las Naciones y el 
Centro de la Historia, te pedimos que bendigas 
a estos Estados Unidos de América. 
Tú que vives y reinas con Dios Padre en la 
unidad del Espíritu Santo, Dios, por los siglos 
de los siglos. 
Amén. 
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, ¡ten piedad de 
nosotros! Inmaculado Corazón de María, 
¡ruega por nosotros!

United States 
Conference of
Catholic Bishops

Parish Prayer List. Please Pray for:
Feleciana Alcaria, Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, Landon Battle, 
Dawn Baldwin, Dorr Bissell, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Angie 
Cedillo, Michelle Charon, Pamela Coggan, Kathy Coughlin, Mark 
Dawson, Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Greg & Terry 
Fattal, Sr. Shaun Marie Fattal, Cherie Flinn, Jackie Franz, Jerry 
& Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Pam & Jeff Goss, Sarah Gregg, 
Melissa Harper, Finnly Hunt, Ron Kaminski, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Kathy 
Kranz, Larry Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Nathan Lower, Traccie 
Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona Martinez, Susan Meyers, Karen 
Miller, Jim & Barb Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, 
Terri Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob Parker, Joe Peckins, Mike 
Peckins, Jace Peterson, Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, 
Roxanne Rader, Russinda Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski 
Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, 
Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley Weber, Jerry & Cindy 
White, Tom & Norma White, Chad Wickerink, Jo Wirtz



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Vanessa Booth
Tiffany Ferguson
Claudia Graciano
Whitney Crooks
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Mission & Discipleship
Bulletin Editor 
Hisp. Faith Formation
Music Director
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 14
ext. 39
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody

Liturgies This Week
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30
Saturday, July 4
4:00 p.m.	 For our nation on its 250th anniversary	
Sunday, July 5
10:15 a.m.	 Lorraine Edwards (SSPP parish family)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Monday, July 6 – St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr 
Hos 2:16-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-9/Mt 9:18-26
		  No Mass

Tuesday, July 7 – Weekday
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-10/Mt 9:32-38
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, July 8 - Weekday
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-7/Mt 10:1-7
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Katie Fox (Joan Blyth)
6:00 p.m.	 Adoration
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español	

Thursday, July 9 – St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest,
and Companions, Martyrs 
Hos 11:1-4, 8-9/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16/Mt 10:7-15
8:00 a.m.	 Living & deceased of 

Patrick & Carol Lewis families

Friday, July 10 – Weekday   
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17/Mt 10:16-23	

No  Mass

Saturday, July 11 – St. Benedict, Abbot
Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1-2, 5/Mt 10:24-33
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Fifteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time
Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10-14/Rom 8:18-23
Saturday, July 11
4:00 p.m.	 Freund & Stoj families (Margaret Stoj)	
Sunday, July 12
10:15 a.m.	 Mary Ellen Thome (Mildred Brown)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
2:00 p.m.	 Baptism of Sofia Mari Farrington

4:00 p.m. Lector: Sue Wizorek
Altar Servers: 

Charlotte & Lillian Mabe
EMs: Cecilia Luke, Mary Lou Mulick,

Phill Wizorek
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen
 
Lector: Bill Trueblood
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, 

Kevin Heinlein, Theresa Scholtens
Greeters: Judy Hamblin

10:15 a.m.

July,  4 & 5 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Servers: 

Jaclyn Rewa
EMs: Julie Bennett, Cecilia Luke,

Mary Perrien 
Greeters: Volunteers
 
Lector: Pete Fox
Altar Servers: 

Alexis/Hans/Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Cheryl & John Hildebrandt,

Sam Meyer
Greeters: Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

July,  11 & 12 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time



Parish Events This Week
Sunday, July 5

Monday, July 6
6:30 p.m. 	 Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, July 7
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA Session (PO)
5:30-6:30 pm	 OCIA Session (PO)
7:00 p.m.	 Knights of Columbus Mtg. (VR)

Wednesday, July 8
After 
12:10 p.m. Mass 	 Theology Over Lunch (PO)
4 - 6 p.m.	 Ladies Social Group Euchre (VR)

Thursday, July 9
9:00 a.m.	 Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
11:30 a.m.	 Walking with Moms (VR)
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, July 10
5:00 p.m. 	 Nolan Crook's First Holy
		  Communion and Reception

Saturday, July 11 
9:30 a.m.	 Grief Support Group (PO)

Sunday, July 12

(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish Office

God’s 
Housekeepers
- July 5
General Cleaning
Maria Cardenas
Teresa Nuñez
Carolina Velasco
Vacuuming
Shannon Andrews
Debra Sochor

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar
Today’s gospel is about 
missionaries. As Jesus 
received a mission today, 
parents accept the mission 
of raising a family. Parents 
are not alone in this 
exhausting and difficult 
mission. Today Jesus tells 
us “Come to me and I will 
give your rest.”

Our Parish Offering 
Week of June 28,  2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Surplus for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$8,321.00
4,310.00

20.44
$12,651.44

$10,096.15
$2,555.29

$524,999.80
$544,689.68

$19,689.88

Support Our Mission
Together in Christ, we strive to actively 
seek and welcome all people in a 
community that expresses God's love.  
Help us foster faith & fellowship
within our community. Make  A

Paperless 
Donation

A Gift to Our Parish Family
We are delighted to offer a gift to every family in our 
parish: FREE access to FORMED! FORMED is a wonderful 
Catholic streaming platform filled with inspiring movies, 
Bible studies,podcasts, children's content, audiobooks, and 
more—resources to help you and your loved ones grow 
closer to Christ and deepen your Catholic faith.  Please go 
to www.formed.org to sign up. Search our parish by the 
48846 zip code, enter your email and password and the 
app is yours to enjoy!  If you have any trouble 
logging in, please contact Adam or Vanessa 
in the Parish Office for assistance. 

Create An Account Here
signup.formed.org

•   

SCAN TO REG
ISTER  •  FOR FR

EE

We are excited to offer FORMED to our 
entire parish for free. With award-winning 
studies and parish programs, inspiring 
audio content, movies, e-books, and 
family-friendly kids’ programming, there is 
something for everyone on FORMED.

To register for your free account and 
claim our gift to you:

1. Visit signup.formed.org
2. Enter our parish zip code or name

We pray that this gift will bless you!



Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group series 
will be at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Office 
on Saturday,  July 11. The group is open 
to anyone who is grieving the loss of 
a loved one and is seeking support, 
encouragement, and healing in a faith-
filled environment. Please keep this 
ministry and all who are grieving in your 
prayers. For more information please 
contact Vanessa Booth at the parish 
office or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Events & Announcements

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering 
becoming Catholic? Our parish offers OCIA (Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure 
opportunity to ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your 
own pace. Inquiry sessions are held on Wednesdays in the Parish 
Office. Please contact Vanessa in the parish office for day and 
evening details.

These sessions are open to anyone who is exploring the Catholic 
faith, returning to the Church, or simply seeking a deeper 
understanding. There is no commitment required—just come as 
you are.

OCIA sessions for Catechumens and Candidates who have been 
welcomed into the Church through the Rite of Entrance, or the Rite 
of Welcoming continue to meet on Tuesdays in the Parish Office 
Living Room: 1:00–2:00 PM or 5:30–6:30 PM. 

Easy 
Registration

Here

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school from 9:00 - 10:00am September through 
April. For more information about Faith Formation, please contact 
Vanessa Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.  

Confirmation Candidate Retreat
Thursday, August 6, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at SSPP School

Walking with Moms In Need
Pregnant and parenting moms in need 
are in our parish and neighborhood.  
Walking with Moms in Need is an 
opportunity for us as a Catholic parish 
and community to “walk in the shoes” of 
local pregnant and parenting women in 
need, accompanying them in friendship 
and helping to connect moms with 
local resources.  Our first meeting with a 
representative from Catholic Charities 
will be Thursday, July 9th at 11:30am in 
the Veritas Room; all are welcome!  

You're Invited
As our parish community, we invite 
you to celebrate Nolan’s First Holy 
Communion Mass on Friday, July 10 at 
5:00pm. There will be a reception at the 
Bertha Brock Hunting and Fishing Lodge 
following Mass. Help us celebrate this 
wonderful occasion with good music, 
good liturgy and good company. Please 
RSVP to Whitney at 989.560.6821.

Are You Considering The 
Sacrament of Baptism Now or
In The Future?
Effective this month, baptisms will be 
celebrated on the second Sunday 
of each month at 2:00 PM or during 
regular 10:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Masses.

Baptism classes will need to be 
completed at least one month prior to 
the scheduled date. If you feel called 
to begin this journey or would like more 
information, we  invite you to contact 
the parish office. 

Vacation Bible School
Exciting news: We have 25 youth registered and 12 volunteers! Have 
you signed up yet? Join your friends for a True North Adventure! 
Volunteers are still needed in all areas. Help us make this a
wonderful experience!

Join us to be part of our Vacation Bible School Adventure: 
Trusting God in a Wild World. Pre-K through 5th Grade VBS on 
August 3, 4 & 5th 4:00pm-6:00pm. (Parish School) We will have 
Bible Adventures, Games, Snacks, Crafts and Music. It will be fun 
for all ages! Parish Contact: Vanessa Booth 527-3610 ext. 14. Adult 
Volunteer meeting July 15th 4:30-5:30pm in the Parish Office Living 
Room. Come to learn more about YOUR role as a volunteer at this 
year's VBS.

Ladies Social Group
Back by popular demand. We will have Euchre from 4-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 8th, in the Veritas Room. The cost is $5 cash to 
play. You're welcome to bring a partner or invite a friend. Water 
will be provided. Please bring a snack to share.



Events & Announcements

Knights' Corner
On this weekend when we are celebrating our 
nation’s 250th birthday, it is worth mentioning that 
the Knights of Columbus have a fourth degree 
level of membership with the guiding principle of 
Patriotism.  The first three degrees of the Knights are 
dedicated to Charity, Unity, and Fraternity, and the 
fourth was added later to encourage members to 
integrate their faith with public service, responsible 
citizenship, and support of veterans and active 
military personnel.  Members are called to serve as 
visible examples of Catholic values in civic life.

Just a quick reminder that we will be having our 
meeting this Tuesday, July 7th, in the Veritas Room.  
We will pray the rosary at 7:00 and the meeting 
follows at 7:30 p.m..  Hope to see you there!

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin, Grand Knight

Theology Over Lunch with Fr. Eugene
All are invited to join us on the second Wednesday 
of each month after the 12:10pm Mass for Theology  
over Lunch.

Each gathering will bring people together around 
a shared meal and meaningful conversation in a 
welcoming and informal atmosphere. Together we 
will explore topics with Fr. Eugene related to Catholic 
theology, biblical teachings, church history, and 
practical discipleship.  These conversations remind us 
that faith grows not only through bible study but also 
through fellowship and thoughtful discussion. As we 
share a meal, we also share insights, questions, and 
experiences that enrich our understanding of God 
and His work in our lives.

Whether you are new to the faith, a longtime 
believer, or simply curious about theological questions, 
Theology Over Lunch offers a place to grow spiritually 
and connect with others in our church community.

Join us for our first gathering and bring your 
appetite—for both lunch and learning. We look forward 
to sharing the table with you on Wednesday, July 8th 
following the 12:10 Wednesday Mass.  The gathering 
will be held in the Parish Office Living Room. Sign-up 
sheets are in the back of the church for those of you 
who would like to bring soup or salad for lunch.

Jubilee Year of Saint Francis
Pope Leo XIV has declared a special Jubilee Year on 
the occasion of the Eighth Centenary of the death 
of St. Francis of Assisi. The Holy Year began on Jan. 
10, 2026, and concludes on Jan. 10, 2027. Catholics 
are called to more closely imitate the Poor Man of 
Assisi, becoming models of holiness and constant 
witnesses of peace during this celebration. Below is 
a list of local events to mark the Holy Year.
Mass and Education Sessions
Every second Saturday through January 2027 at 10 a.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center 
(FLPC)

11650 Downes St. NE, Lowell
Bishop Walkowiak will preside at Mass. 
After Mass, the sisters will educate us 
on one of the charisms of Saint Francis.

Penance Service
Sunday, Aug. 2, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center 
(FLPC) Bishop Walkowiak, along with multiple 
priests, will be available to hear confessions.

Quiet Prayer
Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center 
(FLPC) The chapel at the FLPC is open for the 
faithful of our Diocese who wish to spend quiet 
time in prayer.

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
If you are interested in becoming an extraordinary 
minister of communion, the first step is to register to 
attend the Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion offered by Aaron Sanders the Director of 
Worship. This first training will explain the theology and 
applicable norms for the ministry.  To sign up please go 
the Worship - Diocese of Grand Rapids website and 
sign up. These trainings are offered quarterly. The next 
training will be on Saturday, July 25th at 10:00am at St. 
Mary, in Spring Lake, MI. Once your training has been 
completed please contact the parish office so that 
we can schedule a local parish level training here and 
add you to our ministry list.  If you have any questions 
or if you have already received the first training and 
have been waiting to be trained here, please contact 
our parish office so that we can schedule the next  
local training.

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026 at 3 p.m.
Cathedral of Saint Andrew

Bishop Walkowiak will celebrate Mass 
to mark the feast day. A reception will 
follow at Cathedral Square Center.

Celebrate Your Marriage and Your Faith!
As the U.S. prepares to celebrate its 250th birthday, 
why not celebrate your marriage and your faith at a 
Catholic Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience! 

Apply today at wwme.org. 
July 24-26 	 Augustine Center – Petoskey
Aug. 7-9 	 St. Paul of the Cross Passionist 

Retreat Center – Detroit


