
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Saturday	 4 pm
Sunday	 10:15 am,12 pm Spanish 
Wednesday	 12:10 pm, 7 pm Spanish
Thursday 	 8 am

Reconciliation Schedule 
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday	 11 am-12 pm (noon)
Saturday	 3 pm to 3:45 pm

Parish Office 
Oficina Parroquial

Monday-Friday      8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Contact Us
Contacta con Nosotros

parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
616-527-3610

Prayer Chain for  
Immediate Need please call 
616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

May 10, 2026

10 de Mayo de 2026

A parish 
clustered 

with St. 
Edward,  

Lake Odessa

Sixth Sunday of Easter



Dear friends in Christ,

This year marks the 800th anniversary of St. Francis of 
Assisi’s passage from earthly life. To  mark the occasion, 
Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed a Holy Year of Saint Francis, 
to be celebrated  from January 10, 2026, to January 10, 2027. 
Our Holy Father invites everyone to rediscover and  live the 
message of peace, fraternity, and reconciliation inspired 
by the Poor Man of Assisi.  

A plenary indulgence is available under the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession,  Eucharistic communion and 
prayer according to the intentions of the Holy Father) to all  
the faithful who take part in the Year of Saint Francis. Visit 
the diocesan website,  GRdiocese.org, for more details. 

In the Diocese of Grand Rapids, we are blessed to have 
the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist.  Our diocesan 
Vicar for Evangelization has been in conversation with 
this community so that the  grace of this Year may reach 
throughout our local Church. To that end, I invite you to the  
following opportunities to mark the Jubilee Year: 

Mass and Education Sessions- every second Saturday of 
the month through January 2027 at 10  a.m., I will preside 
at Mass in the chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center 
(FLPC) in Lowell.  After Mass, the sisters will educate us on 
one of the charisms of Saint Francis. 

Penance Service- Sunday, Aug. 2 at 7 p.m. in the FLPC 
chapel. I, along with 15 priests, will be  available to 
hear confessions. 

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi– Sunday, Oct. 4 at 3 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. I  will celebrate Mass to 
mark the feast day. A reception will follow at Cathedral 
Square Center. 

Quiet prayer- Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. in the 
FLPC chapel. The chapel is open for the  faithful of our 
Diocese who wish to spend quiet time in prayer. 

“Our times are not very different from those in which 
Francis lived, and precisely in light of  this, his teachings 
are perhaps even more valid and understandable today” 
(Decree). Please join  me for these events so that we 
may imitate St. Francis and be channels of peace in our  
troubled  world.

A Letter from the Bishop Una carta del Obispo

Queridos amigos y amigas en Cristo,  

Este año conmemoramos el 800º aniversario del tránsito 
de San Francisco de Asís de la vida terrenal a la vida  
eterna. Con motivo de esta celebración, el Papa León XIV 
ha proclamado un Año Santo de San Francisco, que  se 
celebrará del 10 de enero de 2026 al 10 de enero de 2027. 
Nuestro Santo Padre invita a todos a redescubrir y  vivir el 
mensaje de paz, fraternidad y reconciliación inspirado por 
el Pobre de Asís. 

Se concede una indulgencia plenaria, bajo las condiciones 
habituales (confesión sacramental, comunión  eucarística y 
oración según las intenciones del Santo Padre), a todos los 
fieles que participen en el Año  de San Francisco. Para más 
detalles, visite el sitio web de la diócesis: GRdiocese.org. 

En la Diócesis de Grand Rapids, tenemos la bendición de 
contar con las Hermanas Franciscanas de la  Eucaristía. 
Nuestro vicario diocesano para la evangelización ha 
mantenido conversaciones con esta comunidad  para que 
la gracia de este Año llegue a toda nuestra Iglesia local. 
Con este propósito, les invito a participar en  las siguientes 
actividades para celebrar el Año Jubilar: 

Misa y Sesiones Formativas: Cada segundo sábado del mes 
hasta enero de 2027, a las 10:00 a.m., presidiré la Santa Misa 
en la capilla del Franciscan Life Process Center (FLPC) en 
Lowell. Después de la misa, las hermanas  nos ofrecerán una 
enseñanza sobre uno de los carismas de San Francisco. 

Servicio Penitencial: El domingo 2 de agosto a las 7:00 pm 
en la capilla del Franciscan Life Process Center. Junto  con 15 
sacerdotes, yo estaré disponible para escuchar confesiones. 

Fiesta de San Francisco de Asís: El domingo 4 de octubre a 
las 3:00 pm en la Catedral de San Andrés. Celebraré  una 
misa con motivo de esta festividad. Al finalizar, habrá una 
recepción en el Cathedral Square Center. 

Oración en Silencio: La capilla del Franciscan Life Process 
Center estará abierta de lunes a viernes, de 9:00 a.m. a  4:00 
p.m. para los fieles de nuestra diócesis que deseen pasar un 
rato de oración en silencio. 

“Nuestros tiempos no son muy distintos de aquellos en los 
que vivió Francisco y, precisamente por eso, sus  enseñanzas 
quizá sean hoy aún más válidas y comprensibles” (Decreto). 
Les invito cordialmente a  acompañarme en estos eventos, 
para que imitemos a San Francisco y seamos instrumentos 
de paz en nuestro  mundo atribulado. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak 
Bishop of the Diocese of Grand Rapids

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo, 
Reverendísimo David J. Walkowiak 

Obispo de la Diocesis de Grand Rapids



Our Parish Offering
Week of May 3,  2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Deficit for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$6,931.00
1,440.00
450.544

$8,821.44

$10,096.15
$1,274.71

$444,230.60
$464,925.20
$20,694.60

Parish Prayer List

We continue to pray for all those who need healing. If 
you would like to add or remove a name from this list, 
please call the parish office at 616-527-3610. Be sure 
to have the consent of the person or a family member. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for three months. 
Requests may be renewed. 

Please Pray for:

Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, Landon Battle, Dorr Bissell, 
Ed Blyth, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Angie Cedillo, Pamela 
Coggan, Mark Dawson, Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, 
Travis Eveleth, Cherie Flinn, Jerry & Maribeth Fritz, 
Jessica Fritz, Sarah Gregg, Pam & Jeff Goss, Finnly 
Hunt, Kathy Kranz, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Larry Lafler, 
Jack & Sue LaPeer, Nathan Lower, Traccie Lower, Pat 
MacLachlan, Mona Martinez,  Susan Meyers, Karen 
Miller, Jim & Barb Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and 
Sherry North, Terri Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob 
Parker, Joe Peckins, Mike Peckins, Jace Peterson, 
Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, Russinda 
Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski Scott, Georgia 
Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, 
Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley Weber, Tom 
& Norma White, Chad Wickerink, Lesley Williams,  
Jo Wirtz

Electronic Giving

No matter the amount, your donations help 
keep a roof over our heads and the lights 
shining today and tomorrow. We ask that 
you prayerfully 
consider making a 
donation. Thank you 
for your support and 
continued generosity. 

Scan the 
QR Code 

 
Jubilee Year of Saint Francis
Pope Leo XIV has declared a special Jubilee Year on the 
occasion of the Eighth Centenary of the death of St. Francis 
of Assisi. The Holy Year begins on Jan. 10, 2026, and concludes 
on Jan. 10, 2027. Catholics are called to more closely imitate 
the Poor Man of Assisi, becoming models of holiness and 
constant witnesses of peace during this celebration. Below is 
a list of local events to mark the Holy Year.

Mass and Education Sessions
Every second Saturday through January 2027 at 10 a.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center (FLPC)
11650 Downes St. NE, Lowell

Bishop Walkowiak will preside at Mass. After Mass, 
the sisters will educate us on one of the charisms 
of Saint Francis.

Penance Service
Sunday, Aug. 2, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center (FLPC)

Bishop Walkowiak, along with multiple priests, will 
be available to hear confessions.

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026 at 3 p.m.
Cathedral of Saint Andrew

Bishop Walkowiak will celebrate Mass to mark 
the feast day. A reception will follow at Cathedral 
Square Center.

Quiet Prayer
Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Chapel at the Franciscan Life Process Center (FLPC)

The chapel at the FLPC is open for the faithful of our 
Diocese who wish to spend quiet time in prayer.

As Mentioned in the Bishop's Letter



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Tiffany Ferguson
Whitney Crooks
Vanessa Booth
Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Bulletin Editor
Music Director
Faith Formation
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 39 
616-527-3610
ext. 14
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’ Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody, Vanessa Booth

Liturgies This Week

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21
Saturday, May 9
4:00 p.m.	 Carol Cope (Paul & Jean Barker)

(Flower Shower before Mass)
Sunday, May 10
10:15 a.m.	 All our mothers, living & deceased
		  (Flower Shower before Mass)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
2:00 p.m.	 Baptism of Aria Lynn Brown

Monday, May 11 – Easter Weekday
Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1-6, 9/Jn 15:26 – 16:4
		  No Mass

Tuesday, May 12 – SS. Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs; 
St. Pancras, Martyr  
Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3, 7-8/Jn 16:5-11
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, May 13 – Our Lady of Fatima
Acts 17:15, 22 – 18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-14/Jn 16:12-15
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Vernon Brown
6:00 p.m.	 Eucharistic Holy Hour & Confessions
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Thursday, May 14 – St. Matthias, Apostle
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-8/Jn 15:9-17
8:00 a.m.	 Jim Luke (Derrick Meyers)

Friday, May 15 – St. Isidore
Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23	
		  No  Mass

Saturday, May 16 – Easter Weekday 
Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10/Jn 16:23-28
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
11:00 a.m.	 Funeral of Denny Lesky
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

The Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20
Saturday, May 16
4:00 p.m.	 Sandra Meyers 

(Tom & Julies Bennett)
Sunday, May 17
10:15 a.m.	 Jerry & Barbara Gibson (Jason &

Cynthia Mayle)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Severs:  Jace Perry, 

Jaclyn Rewa
EMs: Julie Bennett, Mary Lou

Mulick, Barb Mulnix
Greeters: Volunteers

Lector: Walt Downes
Altar Servers: Alexis/ Hans/Kendra

Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Cheryl &

John Hildebrant
Greeters: Theresa Scholtens

10:15 a.m.

May 9 & 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter

4:00 p.m. Lector: Sue Wizorek
Altar Severs:  Charlotte & 

Lillian Mabe
EMs: Mary Lou Mulick, Barb Mulnix,

Phill Wizorek
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen

Lector: Pete Fox
Altar Servers: Evan & Jacquelynn

Bailey
EMs: Sam Meyer, Theresa

Scholtens, Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Deb Porter

10:15 a.m.

May 16 & 17, Ascension of the Lord



Events This Week
Sunday, May 10
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO)
8:30-10 a.m.	 Mother’s Day Breakfast (AH)
10:15 a.m.	 Flower Shower before 10:15 Mass

Monday, May 11
6:30-8 p.m.	 Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, May 12
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA Session (PO)
5:00 p.m.	 Finance Council Mtg (VR)
5:30-6:30	 OCIA Session (PO)

Wednesday, May 13
1:00 p.m.	 Grief Support Group (PO)
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Practice (VR)

Thursday, May 14
9:00 a.m.	 Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, May 15
		  1st Grade Manners Dinner (SCH)

Saturday, May 16
6:30 p.m.	 Mary Concert (CH)	
Sunday, May 17
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO)
4:30-6 p.m.	 Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor

Session (VR)
1-2 p.m.	 “Scoop of Theology Workshop” w/

Fr. Darrell Kempf (401 W.Main)

(CH) Church/(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish 
Office / (CR) Cornerstone Room / 
(AH) Apostles Hall / (SCH) School

God’s 
Housekeepers
- May 10
General Cleaning
Kip Geldhof
Colleen Pierce
Ann Buck
Paula Geldhof

Vacuuming
John & Kathy Curtin

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

Giving the shirt off your 
back, turning the other 
cheek or walking / driving 
the extra mile is normal stuff 
in families. We do that for 
one another. Today’s gospel 
reminds us all people, even 
those we don’t like, are our 
brothers and sisters. Our 
family should prepare us to 
be FAMILY to others.

Easy 
Registration
Here

News from the School
Please contact our school principal Jenny Leik at (616) 
527-3561 or jleik@ssppcatholic.com for information 
about enrollment. 

 
Vacation Bible School 2026
Come to our Vacation Bible School adventure: Trusting 
God in a Wild World. Sign up now for VBS on August 
3, 4 & 5th from 4:00pm-6:00pm (Parish School). We 
will have Bible Adventures, Games, Snacks, Crafts and 
Music.  It will be fun for all ages!  Adults and older youth 
volunteers are needed!  Help us make this a wonderful 
experience! Parish Contact: Vanessa Booth 527-3610

SSPP School
Now
Enrolling
26/27 School Year



Happy  Mother's Day!
Mary Concert
You're invited to join the SS Peter & Paul 
Choir in an evening of music and melodies 
that celebrate and honor our blessed 
Mother Mary. Bring a friend, and sing 
along if you wish. The Mary Concert will 
be in the Church at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday  
May 16th. Stick around until the end for a 
sweet surprise.

Come and Pray the Rosary
Please join us as we pray the Rosary 
together beginning 30 minutes before the 
start of the 4 p.m. and 10:15 a.m. weekend 
Masses in May. If you'd like to volunteer 
to lead one of the Rosaries please call 
the parish office or add your name to the 
sign up sheet in the back of church.
 
Flower Shower
You are invited to bring an offering of 
flowers to Mass in honor of our Blessed 
Mother on the weekend of May 9 & 10. 
Before Mass begins, you will be invited to 
join the procession as we present flowers 
at Mary's Altar. There will be vases 
available at the church for the occasion. 
We appreciate if you bring any extra 
flowers to share. 

Bible Study Leaders & Participants - You're Invited!
Are you currently leading or involved in a Bible study? We’d 
love for you to join us for an upcoming webinar designed to 
encourage, equip, and connect our Bible study community.
This gathering will take place in our Veritas Room and will offer 
practical insights and helpful resources from Ascension for 
anyone passionate about studying and teaching God’s Word. 
Whether you’re a seasoned leader or just beginning, this is a 
great opportunity to grow and be refreshed. 

Where: Veritas Room
Who: All Bible study leaders and participants
When: May 19th, 12:00–4:00 PM

Light refreshments will be provided, so we ask that you RSVP 
through the Parish Office. We hope to see you there!

Calling All Graduates
We are excited to invite all graduates to a Special Mass in your 
honor on Sunday, May 31 at 10:15 AM. 
Join us as we celebrate your achievements, offer prayers for 
your future, and recognize this important milestone in your life. 
Graduates of all levels are encouraged to attend and wear their 
caps and gowns if possible. Family and friends are welcome to 
share in this celebration! 
A light brunch will be offered after Mass in Apostles Hall.  Please 
RSVP at the parish office and send Vanessa Booth your graduation 
photo by May 23rd to vbooth@ssppcatholic.com if you would like 
your photo in the bulletin. Media release forms must be signed in 
order for us to add photos to our Facebook and bulletin; forms 
are on the table in the back of church or can be obtained through 
Vanessa in the parish office. We look forward to celebrating  
with you!

Event Planning Ministry – Help Bring Our Parish  
Community to Life 
Do you enjoy organizing, decorating, or bringing people together 
for meaningful and fun experiences? We would like to create 
an Event Planning Ministry and are looking for creative and 
enthusiastic volunteers. Our first event is a Graduation Brunch on 
May 31st after the 10:15am Mass! Please contact Vanessa Booth 
in the parish office for more details or to sign up to help decorate 
or bring food. Come help us create joyful moments that bring our 
parish family together!

Congratulations to these children  
who recently received 

first communion on Sunday, May 3rd.

Ximena Badillo, Wesley Boarts, Jimena Borja, Grady Geldhof, Vayla 
Gentry, Elden Heinlein, Lucy Hendrick, Arabella Kobera, Jesus 
Lizardi-Vargas, Ivy McDowell, Lucas Mulford, Theodore Murray, 
Elena Nesbitt-Discher, Owen Reeder, Anthony Rincon-Contreras, 
Gael Rincon-Contreras, Belen Rios-Guzman, Alejandro Trujillo-
Baeza, Nevaeh Weaver, Kora Wizorek



Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school from 9:00-10:00am.  For more information 
about Faith Formation please contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-
3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com. 
May
17 	 Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor Session 4:30-6pm in

the Veritas Room
August
3-5 	 Vacation Bible School 4:00-6:00pm

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering becoming 
Catholic? Our parish offers  OCIA  (Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure opportunity to 
ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your own pace. 

Inquiry sessions are held  Tuesdays  in the  Parish Office Living 
Room  at two convenient times: 1:00–2:00 PM  or   5:30–6:30 PM. 
These sessions are open to anyone who is exploring the Catholic 
faith, returning to the Church, or simply seeking a deeper 
understanding. There is no commitment required—just come as 
you are. For more information, please contact the parish office. We 
look forward to welcoming you! 

Pregnancy Services of Ionia County - Baby Bottle Fundraiser

Sunday, May 10th (Mother's Day) to June 21st (Father's Day)

Support PSIC with Three Easy Steps

1. Take home an empty baby bottle available in the back  
of church.
2. Fill with dollar bills, checks or change.
3. Please return the baby bottles with change to the Parish by
June 21st, Father's Day.

Your support for Pregnancy Services (PSIC) of Ionia County directly 
supports local families and the operational services of PSIC.

Knights' Corner
Brother Knights and Fellow Parishioners,
The Knights of Columbus is an organization of 
dedicated individuals that has, since 1882, embodied 
the selflessness of man in his efforts to overcome the 

problems of the world. Poverty. Ignorance. Apathy. These things not 
only imperil a single individual but the whole of humanity. Knights 
are men of faith comprising 14,000 councils around the world. We 
are guided by our belief in God and the Catholic Church, and our 
belief in each other and in ourselves. We as Knights believe that 
we are defined by our actions as a follower of God and as leaders 
in the community. Believing that a man is more than simply a man 
when he bears the title of “Knight”!

Vivat Jesus!
Ronald Speckin, Grand Knight
616-755-2175

Bible Basics Workshop
Do you want to read the bible but don't 
know where to start? Join Father Eugene 
Batungbacal for an introduction to the 
bible. Learn how to start and tools to 
help you move through the Word of God. 
Don't let fear of a book keep you from 
experiencing the love of God. Join us on 
June 23, 6:30 p.m. at Clavers Companions 
Inc, 401 W. Main St., Ionia. Register online at 
ClaversCompanions.org

Scoop of Theology Workshop
Have a good time exploring the joys of the 
world and getting answers to questions 
that science can't answer about the topic 
of existence. Much like ice cream or any 
delightful food it is more than ever can 
be measured. After all, what is a scoop of 
ice cream for you may not be for me. Join 
Fr. Darrel Kempf on Sunday May 17, 1 to 2 
p.m. to have some ice cream and discuss 
God in a comfortable judgement free 
environment. Clavers Companions Inc, 
401 W. Main St., Ionia. Register online at 
ClaversCompanions.org

SSPP Auction Recap
The annual SSPP auction was a tremendous 
success, bringing together a strong sense 
of community, generous donors, and 
enthusiastic bidders. The energy in the room 
was amazing! We had friendly competitions 
throughout the night and many walked 
away with a great item at the end of the 
night! Thanks to the hard work of our 
auction committee, the staff of SSPP, all of 
the volunteers and everyone who attended, 
the auction exceeded expectations, raising 
over $70,000 in profit. Thank you again for 
all of your support!

Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group will be held on 
Wednesday, May 13th at 1:00pm following 
the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Parish Office 
living room.  The group is open to anyone 
who is grieving the loss of a loved one and 
is seeking support, encouragement, and 
healing in a faith-filled environment. Please 
keep this ministry and all who are grieving 
in your prayers. For more information please 
contact Vanessa Booth at the parish office 
or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.




