
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Saturday	 4 pm
Sunday	 10:15 am,12 pm Spanish 
Wednesday	 12:10 pm, 7 pm Spanish
Thursday 	 8 am

Reconciliation Schedule 
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday	 11 am-12 pm (noon)
Saturday	 3 pm to 3:45 pm

Parish Office 
Oficina Parroquial

Monday-Friday      8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Contact Us
Contacta con Nosotros

parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
616-527-3610

Prayer Chain for  
Immediate Need please call 
616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

May 3, 2026

3 de Mayo de 2026

A parish 
clustered 

with St. 
Edward,  

Lake Odessa

Fifth Sunday of Easter



 
Fellow Sojourners in Christ, 
 
I am truly humbled and blessed to share that 
Bishop David Walkowiak has appointed me as 
the pastor of SS Peter and Paul in Ionia and St. 
Edward of Lake Odessa, effective July 1, 2026.  
I sincerely thank all of you for the warm welcome 
and kindness I have received since my arrival.

When I was ordained to the priesthood, my 
heartfelt desire was to serve God and His people 
with the same compassion exemplified by the 
Good Shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ. My goal has 
always been to be present for the community and 
to show compassion to everyone seeking spiritual 
and sacramental guidance. I pray daily for all of 
you, asking for God’s wisdom and strength, and 
I remain committed to fulfilling His will for my life, 
trusting in His Divine plan.

As we move together toward mission and 
evangelization, we are called to deepen our 
connection with Him, fostering ongoing dialogue 
that enhances our faith and understanding.
This journey is transformative; it empowers us to 
reshape our lives, encouraging personal growth 
and a renewed perspective. We are encouraged 
to connect with each other, share our strengths 
and compassion, and ultimately bring people 
closer to God, living out His message of loving 
Him and one another. In this new world that Jesus 
envisions, we are not just followers; we become 
active participants in a greater mission, dedicated 
to serving and uplifting those around us.

By embracing this journey, we become 
fellow sojourners in faith. Let us open 
ourselves to the profound changes ahead, 
allowing Jesus'    presence to illuminate 
our path and help us become the One,  

Holy, Catholic community 
we are meant to be.

A Letter from Father Eugene  Una carta del Padre Eugene
 
Hermanos en Cristo 

Estoy verdaderamente honrado y agradecido de 
compartir que el Obispo David Walkowiak me ha 
nombrado párroco de la Iglesia de San Pedro y 
San Pablo en Ionia y de Santa Eduviges en Lake 
Odessa, con efecto a partir del 1 de julio de 2026. 
Sinceramente, agradezco a todos ustedes por la 
cálida bienvenida y la amabilidad que he recibido 
desde mi llegada.

Cuando fui ordenado sacerdote, mi deseo más 
profundo era servir a Dios y a su pueblo con la 
misma compasión que ejemplifica el Buen Pastor, 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo. Mi meta siempre ha 
sido estar presente para la comunidad y mostrar 
compasión a todos los que buscan orientación 
espiritual y sacramental. Rezo diariamente por 
todos ustedes, pidiendo la sabiduría y fortaleza de 
Dios, y sigo comprometido a cumplir su voluntad 
para mi vida, confiando en su plan divino.

Al avanzar juntos hacia la misión y la 
evangelización, estamos llamados a profundizar 
nuestra relación con Él, fomentando un diálogo 
continuo que enriquezca nuestra fe y comprensión. 
Este camino es transformador; nos empodera 
para rediseñar nuestras vidas, promoviendo el 
crecimiento personal y una perspectiva renovada. 
Se nos invita a conectar entre nosotros, compartir 
nuestras fortalezas y compasión, y en última 
instancia, acercar a las personas a Dios, viviendo 
su mensaje de amarle a Él y a los demás. En este 
nuevo mundo que Jesús imagina, no somos solo 
seguidores; nos convertimos en participantes 
activos en una misión mayor, dedicados a servir y 
elevar a quienes nos rodean.

Al abrazar este camino, nos convertimos en 
compañeros de viaje en la fe. Abramos nuestro 
corazón a los profundos cambios que vienen, 
permitiendo que la presencia de Jesús ilumine 
nuestro camino y nos ayude a convertirnos en 
la comunidad Santa, Católica y Apostólica que 
estamos llamados a ser.

Bishop Walkowiak's Recent Announcement

Presently canonical adminstrator of SS. Peter & Paul Parish, Ionia, and 
St. Edward Parish, Lake Odessa, is appointed pastor of SS. Peter & Paul 
Parish, Ionia, and St. Edward Parish, Lake Odessa, effective July 1, 2026.



Our Parish Offering
Week of April 26,  2026

Regular Offertory 
ACH Giving
QR Code Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Surplus for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$7,129.65
4,680.00

673.74
$12,483.39

$10,096.15
$2,387.24

$434,134.45
$456,103.76

$21,969.31

Parish Prayer List

We continue to pray for all those who need 
healing. If you would like to add or remove a 
name from this list, please call the parish office 
at 616-527-3610. Be sure to have the consent 
of the person or a family member. Names will 
remain on the prayer list for three months. 
Requests may be renewed. 

Please Pray for:

Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, Landon Battle, Dorr 
Bissell, Ed Blyth, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Angie 
Cedillo, Pamela Coggan, Mark Dawson, Judy 
Dick, Joe Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Cherie Flinn, 
Jerry & Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Sarah 
Gregg, Pam & Jeff Gross, Finnly Hunt, Kathy 
Kranz, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Larry Lafler, Jack & 
Sue LaPeer, Tom Lower, Nathan Lower, Traccie 
Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona Martinez,  
Susan Meyers, Karen Miller, Jim & Barb Mulnix, 
Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, Terri 
Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob Parker, Mike 
Peckins, Jace Peterson, Mary Perrien, Mike 
Priest, Lisa Pringle, Russinda Rohde, Janice 
Schell, Anita Hozeski Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue 
Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, Connie 
Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley Weber, 
Tom & Norma White, Chad Wickerink, Lesley 
Williams, Jo Wirtz

Electronic Giving

No matter the amount, your donations help 
keep a roof over our heads and the lights 
shining today and tomorrow. We ask that 
you prayerfully 
consider making a 
donation. Thank you 
for your support and 
continued generosity. 

Scan the 
QR Code 

Interested in Learning More About the 
Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering 
becoming Catholic? Our parish offers  OCIA  (Order 
of Christian Initiation of Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a 
welcoming, no-pressure opportunity to ask questions, 
listen, and explore the faith at your own pace. 

Inquiry sessions are held Tuesdays in the Parish Office 
Living Room at two convenient times: 1:00–2:00 PM or  
5:30–6:30 PM. These sessions are open to anyone who 
is exploring the Catholic faith, returning to the Church, 
or simply seeking a deeper understanding. There is no 
commitment required—just come as you are. For more 
information, please contact the parish office. We look 
forward to welcoming you! 

Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group will be held on 
Wednesday, May 13th, at 1:00pm following the 12:10 
Mass, in the Parish Office living room.  The group is 
open to anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one 
and is seeking support, encouragement, and healing 
in a faith-filled environment. All are welcome to attend; 
need not attend the prior sessions to come. Please keep 
this ministry and all who are grieving in your prayers. 
For more information, please contact Vanessa Booth 
at the parish office or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal ext. 12
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Tiffany Ferguson
Whitney Crooks
Vanessa Booth
Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Bulletin Editor
Music Director
Faith Formation
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 39 
616-527-3610
ext. 14
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’ Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody, Vanessa Booth

Liturgies This Week

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12
Saturday, May 2
4:00 p.m.	 John Scholtens & Family
		  (Mike & Joan Boog)
Sunday, May 3
10:15 a.m.	 1st Communicants & their families
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
6:00 p.m.	 Rosary for MaryGene Valdes (CH)

Monday, May 4 – Easter Weekday
Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26
		  No Mass
1:30 p.m.	 Funeral service for MaryGene Valdes 
		  (Green Acres Community Room)

Tuesday, May 5 – Easter Weekday 
Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13, 21/Jn 14:27-31
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, May 6 – Easter Weekday
Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn 15:1-8
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
12:10 p.m.	 Carol Gallagher (Joan Blyth)
6:00 p.m.	 Eucharistic Holy Hour & Confessions
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español	

Thursday, May 7 – Easter Weekday
Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11
8:00 a.m.	 Bertha Meier
9:00 a.m.	 1st Thursday Confessions
9-11 a.m.	 Eucharistic Adoration

Friday, May 8 – Easter Weekday
Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-12/Jn 15:12-17	
		  No  Mass

Saturday, May 9 – Easter Weekday
Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1-3, 5/Jn 15:18-21
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Saturday, May 9
4:00 p.m.	 Carol Cope (Paul & Jean Barker)
Sunday, May 10
10:15 a.m.	 All our mothers, living & deceased
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
2:00 p.m.	 Baptism of Aria Lynn Brown

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Severs:  Adah Drown,

Charlotte Mabe
EMs: Cecilia Luke, Mary Lou Mulick,

Barb Mulnix
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen

Lector: Dan Lower
Altar Servers: Kendra Heinlein,

Kenna Wizorek
EMs: Petra Laux, Jenny Leik,

Theresa Scholtens, 
Laurie Tjalsma

Greeters: Judy Hamblin, 
Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

May 2 & 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Severs:  Jace Perry, 

Jaclyn Rewa
EMs: Julie Bennett, Mary Lou

Mulick, Barb Mulnix
Greeters: Volunteers

Lector: Walt Downes
Altar Servers: Alexis/ Hans/Kendra

Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Cheryl &

John Hildebrant
Greeters: Theresa Scholtens

10:15 a.m.

May 9 & 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter



Events This Week
Sunday, May 3
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO) 
After the 10:15 a.m. & 12 p.m. Masses
		  1st Communion Receptions (AH)
1-8 p.m.	 Retreat Day
Monday, May 4
6:30-8 p.m.	 Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, May 5
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA Session (PO)
5:30-6:30	 OCIA Session (PO)
7:00 p.m.	 Knights of Columbus Mtg. (VR)

Wednesday, May 6
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Practice (VR)

Thursday, May 7
(1st Thursday)	 No Daytime Faith Sharing
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, May 8
		  Kindergarten Mother's Day Tea

Saturday, May 9
4:00 p.m.	 "Flower Shower for Mary"
Sunday, May 10
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO)
8:30-10 a.m.	 Mother’s Day Breakfast (AH)
10:15 a.m.	 “Flower Shower for Mary”

(CH) Church/(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish 
Office / (CR) Cornerstone Room / 

(AH) Apostles Hall

God’s 
Housekeepers
- May 3
General Cleaning
Julie Bennett
Bridgett Flanigan

Vacuuming
Julie Bennett
Bridgett Flanigan

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

Jesus tells us in the 
gospel: “I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me!” 
The point is: God is in 
each one of us, in our 
relationships and in our 
homes. The vocation of 
the Christian family is to 
live the divine gift which is 
already in and around us.

Easy 
Registration
Here

News from the School
Please contact our school principal Jenny Leik at (616) 
527-3561 or jleik@ssppcatholic.com for information 
about enrollment. 

 
Vacation Bible School 2026
Join us for a True North Adventure!  Pre-K through 5th 
Grade - Come to our Vacation Bible School adventure: 
Trusting God in a Wild World. We will have Bible 
Adventures, Games, Snacks, Crafts and Music.  It will be 
fun for all ages!  Adults and older youth volunteers are 
needed!  Help us make this a wonderful experience! 
Parish Contact: Vanessa Booth 527-3610 ext. 14.

SSPP School
Now
Enrolling
26/27 School Year



Christian Service Center of Ionia County

Calling All Graduates
We are excited to invite all graduates 
to a Special Mass in your honor on 
Sunday, May 31 at 10:15 AM. Join us as 
we celebrate your achievements, offer 
prayers for your future, and recognize this 
important milestone in your life. Graduates 
of all levels are encouraged to attend and 
wear their caps and gowns if possible. 

A light brunch will be offered after Mass 
in Apostles Hall.  Please RSVP at the 
parish office and send Vanessa Booth 
your graduation photo by May 23rd to 
vbooth@ssppcatholic.com if you would 
like your photo in the bulletin. Media 
release forms must be signed in order for 
us to add photos to our Facebook and 
bulletin; forms are on the table in the back 
of church or can be obtained through 
Vanessa in the parish office. 

 
 
Flower Shower
You are invited to bring an offering of 
flowers to Mass in honor of our Blessed 
Mother on the weekend of May 9 & 10. 
Before Mass begins, you will be invited 
to join the processional as we present 
flowers at Mary's Altar. There will be 
vases available at the church for the 
occasion. We appreciate if you bring any 
extra flowers to share. 

Christian Service Center of Ionia County
We are a non profit organization started by Church Women 
United in the early 1950s. The purpose of this organization now 
and then has been to provide clothing and other household items 
for those who need it in our area. There  were women and men 
from nine different churches volunteering when it started. We 
need new volunteers to help with this important and rewarding 
service. We receive donations of clothing, bedding, kitchen items, 
books, etc. which we sort and then offer to the public. 

Christian Service Center is grateful for all the donations 
we receive. Your contributions help hundreds of men, women, 
and children every month. We are in constant need of towels, 
children's clothing, men's jeans, and men's shoes. We are grateful 
for the donations. If you would like more information about this 
program, volunteering, or donations please call Joan Blyth at  
989-824-0360.

Bible Study Leaders & Participants - You're Invited!
Are you currently leading or involved in a Bible study? We’d 
love for you to join us for an upcoming webinar designed to 
encourage, equip, and connect our Bible study community. 
This gathering will take place in our Veritas Room and will offer 
practical insights and helpful resources from Ascension for 
anyone passionate about studying and teaching God’s Word. 
Whether you’re a seasoned leader or just beginning, this is a 
great opportunity to grow and be refreshed. 

Where: Veritas Room
Who: All Bible study leaders and participants
When: May 19th, 12:00–4:00 PM

Light refreshments will be provided. We ask that you 
please RSVP through the Parish Office. We hope to see  
you there!

Mary, Mother of God
PRAY FOR US

We welcome to the table these children who will receive 
Jesus for the first time in Holy Communion 

on Sunday May 3, 2026.
Ximena Badillo
Wesley Boarts
Jimena Borja

Grady Geldhof
Vayla Gentr y

Elden Heinlein
Lucy Hendrick

Arabella Kobera
Jesus Lizardi-Vargas

Ivy McDowell
Lucas Mulford

Theodore Murray
Elena  Nesbitt-Discher

Owen Reeder
Anthony Rincon-Contreras

Gael Rincon-Contreras
Belen Rios-Guzman

Alejandro Trujil lo-Baeza
Nevaeh Weaver
Kora Wizorek

Nolan Gerard Crooks
wil l  receive at  a later date



SSPP School Auction
Don't miss our 30th annual school auction. This year's auction 
will be held on Saturday, May 2, at the Ionia Armory Community 
Center. Tickets are available in the school office, the parish office 
and at the door. Tickets are $30 at the door. This includes entry, 
dinner, and draft beer. Doors open at 5 p.m. Dinner will be at 6 p.m. 
Live Auction at 7: 30 p.m. 

Mother's Day Breakfast
Mother's Day is soon. Please join us as we celebrate the maternal 
figures in our lives. Our annual Mother's Day Breakfast will be on 
the following date before the 10:15 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 10.  

Where: Apostles Hall
When: Sunday May 10, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. 
Cost: Freewill Donation

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High 
School are held in our school from 9:00-10:00am.  For more 
information about Faith Formation please contact Vanessa 
Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com. 
May
17 	 Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor Session 4:30-6pm in

the Veritas Room
August
3-5 	 Vacation Bible School 4:00-6:00pm

Catholic Services Appeal 2026 - Responding with Joy
We sent in another batch of pledges this week, bringing our total 
to $37,020.  We are nearing the halfway point on our assessment 
of $81,314 but we still have a long way to go.  If you haven’t sent in 
your pledge yet, please do so today!  Blank cards are available 
on the table in the back of church, and pledges can be made 
online at grdiocese.org.

Knights' Corner
This Tuesday, May 5th, is our monthly meeting.  One of 
the items on our agenda is to choose a Slate of Officers 
for the coming year.  In order to function as a council, 
we need men who are willing to take on various officer 
roles, and we are very grateful to those who say “Yes.”  

This is just one of the ways that little choices we make help to 
make the world go round!  Join us in the Veritas Room at 7:00 p.m. 
for the Rosary, followed by the business meeting at 7:30.

Ron Speckin 
Grand Knight
616-755-2175

First Communion Retreat
Students gathered at our school 
last Friday for a special retreat day, 
bringing together children from our 
Faith Formation programs and our 
school community. The day provided 
a meaningful opportunity for the 
students to grow in faith while building 
friendships with one another.

Throughout the retreat, the children 
participated in a variety of activities 
focused on prayer, reflection, and 
understanding the significance of the 
Eucharist. The following children will 
be receiving the Body and Blood of our 
Lord on May 3rd.  

Event Planning Ministry – Help Bring Our 
Parish  Community to Life 
Do you enjoy organizing, decorating, or 
bringing people together for meaningful 
and fun experiences? We would like to 
create an Event Planning Ministry and 
are looking for creative and enthusiastic 
volunteers. Our upcoming events are 
a Welcome Lunch and a Graduation 
Brunch! —please contact Vanessa Booth 
in the parish office for more details or to 
sign up to help decorate or bring food. 
Come help us create joyful moments that 
bring our parish family together!

Come and Pray the Rosary
Please join us as we pray the Rosary 
together, beginning 30 minutes before 
the start of the 4 p.m., 8 a.m., and 11:30 a.m. 
weekend Masses in May (except the 1st 
Communion Mass on May 3). If you'd like 
to volunteer to lead one of the Rosaries 
please call the parish office.




