
Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Saturday	 4 pm
Sunday	 10:15 am,12 pm Spanish 
Wednesday	 12:10 pm, 7 pm Spanish
Thursday 	 8 am

Reconciliation Schedule 
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday	 11 am-12 pm (noon)
Saturday	 3 pm to 3:45 pm

Parish Office 
Oficina Parroquial

Monday-Friday      8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Contact Us
Contacta con Nosotros

parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
616-527-3610

Prayer Chain for  
Immediate Need please call 
616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

April 26, 2026

26 de Abril de 2026

A parish 
clustered 
with St. 
Edward,  
Lake Odessa

Fourth Sunday of Easter



Understanding Faith 

Faith is fundamentally a deeply personal 
commitment to God, encompassing our individual 
choice to trust and rely on Him. This commitment 
is not merely emotional; it is a conscious and 
intentional decision to embrace the entirety of 
the truth that God has revealed through various 
means, such as scripture, tradition, and the 
teachings of the Church. This understanding of 
faith is crucial as it involves both a sense of trust 
and an acknowledgment of the authority of God 
as the ultimate source of truth.

The conviction that faith instills in us is rooted 
in the assurance that God Himself guarantees 
the truthfulness of what He has communicated. 
This divine revelation is not random or arbitrary; 
rather, it is part of a larger narrative that God has 
woven into the fabric of human history. The Holy 
Spirit plays a vital role in this process, assisting 
individuals in their journey of belief and deepening 
their relationship with the divine.

Growing in our understanding of God’s Revelation 
is not an instantaneous process; rather, it is a 
lifelong journey filled with learning and discovery. 
Engaging with theology and catechesis—
ever-evolving fields that study and explain 
the faith—plays an essential role in this journey. 
These disciplines are designed to deepen the 
understanding of the messages contained 
within our faith and help believers navigate the 
complexities of their spiritual lives.

In the coming weeks, I will highlight in our bulletin 
the beauty of our Catholic Faith by exploring key 
teachings and principles from the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, which systematically presents 
the doctrines, sacraments, commandments, and 
prayer practices fundamental to our beliefs.

A Letter from Father Eugene  Una carta del Padre Eugene
Entendiendo la fe 

La fe es fundamentalmente un compromiso 
profundamente personal con Dios, que abarca 
nuestra decisión individual de confiar y depender 
de Él. Este compromiso no es meramente 
emocional; es una decisión consciente e 
intencional de aceptar la totalidad de la verdad 
que Dios ha revelado a través de diversos medios, 
como las Escrituras, la tradición y las enseñanzas 
de la Iglesia. Esta comprensión de la fe es crucial, 
ya que implica tanto un sentimiento de confianza 
como el reconocimiento de la autoridad de Dios 
como la fuente última de la verdad.

La convicción que la fe nos infunde se basa 
en la seguridad de que Dios mismo garantiza 
la veracidad de lo que ha comunicado. Esta 
revelación divina no es aleatoria ni arbitraria; 
más bien, forma parte de una narrativa más 
amplia que Dios ha entretejido en la historia de la 
humanidad. El Espíritu Santo desempeña un papel 
vital en este proceso, asistiendo a las personas en 
su camino de fe y profundizando su relación con 
lo divino.

Crecer en nuestra comprensión de la Revelación de 
Dios no es un proceso instantáneo; más bien, es un 
camino que dura toda la vida, lleno de aprendizaje 
y descubrimiento. El estudio de la teología y la 
catequesis —campos en constante evolución que 
estudian y explican la fe— desempeña un papel 
esencial en este camino. Estas disciplinas están 
diseñadas para profundizar en la comprensión 
de los mensajes de nuestra fe y ayudar a los 
creyentes a afrontar las complejidades de su vida 
espiritual.

En las próximas semanas, destacaré en nuestro 
boletín la belleza de nuestra fe católica explorando 
enseñanzas y principios clave del Catecismo de la 
Iglesia Católica, que presenta sistemáticamente 
las doctrinas, los sacramentos, los mandamientos 
y las prácticas de oración fundamentales para 
nuestras creencias.



Our Parish Offering
Week of April 19,  2026

Regular Offertory 
Electronic Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Deficit for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$5,616.35
1,742.20

$7,358.55

$10,096.15
$2,737.60

$424,038.30
$443,620.37

$19,582.07

Parish Prayer List

We continue to pray for all those who need healing. 
If you would like to add or remove a name from this 
list, please call the parish office at 616-527-3610. Be 
sure to have the consent of the person or a family 
member. Names will remain on the prayer list for 
three months. Requests may be renewed. 

Please Pray for:

Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, Landon Battle, Dorr 
Bissell, Ed Blyth, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Angie 
Cedillo, Pamela Coggan, Mark Dawson, Judy Dick, 
Joe Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Cherie Flinn, Jerry & 
Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Sarah Gregg, Finnly 
Hunt, Kathy Kranz, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Larry Lafler, 
Jack & Sue LaPeer, Tom Lower, Nathan Lower, 
Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona Martinez,  
Susan Meyers, Karen Miller, Kirsten Mork, Jim & 
Barb Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, 
Terri Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob Parker, Mike 
Peckins, Jace Peterson, Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, 
Lisa Pringle, Russinda Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita 
Hozeski Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene 
Stanton, Randy Tripp, Connie Waterman, Denise 
Ward, Shirley Weber, Tom & Norma White, Chad 
Wickerink, Lesley Williams, Jo Wirtz

Electronic Giving
in the Palm of your Hand

No matter the amount, your donations help 
keep a roof over our heads and the lights 
shining today and tomorrow. We ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a donation. Thank 
you for your support
and continued 
generosity. 

Scan the 
QR Code 

Dear Fr. Eugene and my parish family,

I want to thank you sincerely for your prayers 
and blessings always and especially on my 
birthday celebration in Pewamo on April 19th. 
(My birthday was actually April 20th).  Thanks 
to friends from Ionia parish who attended my 
party. 

With warm regards,
Rev. Charlon Mason

In Loving Memory
Please remember in your prayers Dennis Sullivan, 
Ted Klein, and Mary Gene Valdes who passed away 
recently. May they all rest in peace. 



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Tiffany Ferguson
Whitney Crooks
Vanessa Booth
Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Bulletin Editor
Music Director
Faith Formation
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 39 
616-527-3610
ext. 14
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’ Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody, Vanessa Booth

Liturgies This Week

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 36-41/Ps 23 1-6/1 Pt 2:20-25/Jn 10:1-10
Saturday, April 25
4:00 p.m.	 Phil O’Mara (Hemenway family)
Sunday, April 26
10:15 a.m.	 Jon Caswell (Elaine Caswell)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Monday, April 27 - Easter Weekday
Acts 11:1-18/Pss 42:2-3; 43:3-4/Jn 10:11-18
		  No Mass

Tuesday, April 28 – St Peter Chanel, Priest & 
Martyr; St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest
Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1-7/Jn 10:22-30
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, April 29 – – St. Catherine of Siena, 
Virgin & Doctor of the Church 
Acts 12:24 – 13:5/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/Jn 12:44-50
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
11:30 a.m.	 Rosary for Prison Ministry
12:10 p.m.	 Wilma Baldwin  (Hemenway Family)
6:00 p.m.	 Eucharistic Holy Hour
		  No Misa en español

Thursday, April 30 – St. Pius V, Pope
Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27/Jn 13:16-20
8:00 a.m.	 Mike Gallagher (Joan Blyth)

Friday, May 1 – St. Joseph the Worker
Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-11/Jn 14:1-6	
		  No  Mass

Saturday, May 2 – St. Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor
Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 14:7-14
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12
Saturday, May 2
4:00 p.m.	 John Scholtens & family  
		  (Mike & Joan Boog)
Sunday, May 3
10:15 a.m.	 1st Communicants & their Families
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
6:00 p.m.	 Rosary for MaryGene Valdes (CH)

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Severs: Charlotte,

Lillian Mabe
EMs: Mary Lou Mulick, Phill & Sue

Wizorek
Greeters: Julie Bennett

Lector: Nancy Wilson
Altar Servers: Raelynn Christensen,

Jace Perry
EMs: Cheryl & John Hildebrandt,

Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Deb Porter

10:15 a.m.

April 25 & 26, Fourth Sunday of Easter

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Severs:  Adah Drown,

Charlotte Mabe
EMs: Cecilia Luke, Mary Lou Mulick,

Barb Mulnix
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen

Lector: Dan Lower
Altar Servers: Kendra Heinlein,

Kenna Wizorek
EMs: Petra Laux, Jenny Leik,

Theresa Scholtens, 
Laurie Tjalsma

Greeters: Judy Hamblin, 
Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

May 2 & 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter



News from the School
Please contact our school principal Jenny Leik at (616) 
527-3561 or jleik@ssppcatholic.com for information 
about enrollment. Follow us on Facebook at 
SS Peter & Paul Catholic School.

Upcoming Dates
May 2		  SSPP Auction

Events This Week
Sunday, April 26
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO) 
9-10 a.m.	 Faith Formation - End of Year Party
5-7 p.m.	 Sharing Christ (AH)

Monday, April 27
6:30-8 p.m.	 Bible Timeline (VR)

Tuesday, April 28
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA Session (PO)
5:30-6:30	 OCIA Session (PO)

Wednesday, April 29
5:00 p.m.	 Hispanic 1st Communion Prep. (AH)
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Practice (VR)

Thursday, April 30
9:00 a.m.	 Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, May 1

Saturday, May 2
5 p.m.		  SSPP Auction (Ionia Armory)
Sunday, May 3
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO)
		  1st Communion at 10:15 & 12 p.m.
		  Receptions after each (AH)
5-7 p.m.	 Sharing Christ (AH)

(CH) Church/(VR) Veritas Room / (PO) Parish 
Office / (CR) Cornerstone Room /  

(AH) Apostles Hall

God’s 
Housekeepers
- April 26
General Cleaning
Marisha Hileman
Gwen O'Mara
Janis Neustifter

Vacuuming
Shannon Andrews
Debra Sochor

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

In today’s gospel,Jesus tells 
us, HE IS THE WAY and 
warns anyone who offers 
“another way” to happiness 
is “a thief and a bandit.” 
Strong words! Don’t listen 
to the sales pitch of society 
for happiness. 

Look to yourself, where 
God is present and “calls 
you by name and leads you 
to abundant life.”

Easy 
Registration
Here

Vacation Bible School 2026
Join us for a True North Adventure!  Pre-K through 
5th Grade - Come to our Vacation Bible School 
adventure: Trusting God in a Wild World.  Sign up 
now for VBS on August 3, 4 & 5th 4:00pm-6:00pm. 
(Parish School) We will have Bible Adventures, 
Games, Snacks, Crafts and Music.  It will be fun for 
all ages!  Adults and older youth volunteers are 
needed!  Help us make this a wonderful experience! 
For more information please contact Vanessa Booth at 
the parish office or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.



We are a non profit organization 
started by Church Women United in 
the early 1950s. The purpose of this 
organization now and then has been to 
provide clothing and other household 
items for those who need it in our area. 

Christian Service Center of Ionia County
There  were women and men from nine different churches 
volunteering when it started. We now have four churches 
volunteering and the average age is 80. We need new volunteers 
to help with this important and rewarding service. We receive 
donations of clothing, bedding, kitchen items, books, etc. which 
we sort and then offer to the public. 

Christian Service Center of Ionia County is open three days a week.

Tues.	 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.
Wed.	 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 3 p.m.
Sat.	 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Christian Service Center is grateful for all the donations we receive. 
Your contributions help 100s of men, women, and children every 
month. We are in constant need of towels, children's clothing, men's 
jeans, and men's shoes. If you are spring cleaning or cleaning your 
kids' room, we would be grateful for the donations. If you would like 
more information about this program, volunteering, or donations 
please call Joan Blyth at 989-824-0360.

St. Catherine of Siena
PRAY FOR US

We are his people,
the sheep of his flock

Psalm 100:3

Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group will be held on Wednesday, May 6th 
at 1:00pm following the 12:10 Mass in the Parish Office living room.  
The group is open to anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one 
and is seeking support, encouragement, and healing in a faith-filled 
environment. All are welcome to attend; need not attend the prior 
sessions to come. Please keep this ministry and all who are grieving in 
your prayers. For more information please contact Vanessa Booth at 
the parish office or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering becoming 
Catholic? Our parish offers  OCIA  (Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure opportunity to 
ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your own pace. 

Inquiry sessions are held Tuesdays in the Parish Office Living Room at 
two convenient times: 1:00–2:00 PM or  5:30–6:30 PM. These sessions 
are open to anyone who is exploring the Catholic faith, returning to 
the Church, or simply seeking a deeper understanding. There is no 
commitment required—just come as you are. For more information, 
please contact the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you! 

Rice Bowl Report
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Rice Bowl 
program this Lent! We collected a total of $1,481.12, our 
best year ever! Of this, $1,110.84 was sent to Catholic Relief 
Services for their efforts to feed the hungry around the 

world, and $370.28 was sent to the Zion Food Pantry where it will be 
used right in our own community.



Events & Announcements
Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school from 9:00-10:00am.  For more information 
about Faith Formation please contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-
3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com. 
April
26 	 Faith Formation Class (End of Year Party)
May
17 	 Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor Session 4:30-6pm in

the Veritas Room
First Communion will be celebrated during the 10:15am and the 
12:00pm Masses on Sunday, May 3rd. A light community reception 
will be offered after each of the Masses in Apostles Hall. Please 
keep all our first communicants and their families in your prayers.

Event Planning Ministry – Help Bring Our Parish 
Community to Life
Do you enjoy organizing, decorating, or bringing people together 
for meaningful and fun experiences? We would like to create 
an Event Planning Ministry and are looking for creative and 
enthusiastic volunteers to help plan and support parish events 
throughout the year! Whether you love brainstorming ideas, 
coordinating details, setting up, decorating, or helping things 
run smoothly behind the scenes, there’s a place for you—please 
contact Vanessa Booth in the parish office for more details. 
Come help us create joyful moments that bring our parish  
family together!

Catholic Services Appeal 2026 - Responding with Joy
We sent in another batch of pledges this week, bringing our 
total to $34,070.  We are making progress on our assessment of 
$81,314 but we still have a long way to go.  If you haven’t sent in 
your pledge yet, there is no time like the present!  Blank cards are 
available on the table in the back of church, and pledges can 
also be made online at grdiocese.org. 

Knight's Corner
There are a lot of stories in the news these days about 
the large number of people entering the Catholic 
Church.  Our own diocese had the highest number of 
people join the Church this Easter than it has had for 

over a decade.  What is the cause of this?  Everyone’s conversion 
story is unique, but I have to believe it says something about 
our human desire for a solid footing.  We want to put our trust 
in something that is firm and not constantly in flux.  The Catholic 
Church, for all its faults, doesn’t generally bend to the fads of the 
times.  We are blessed to be part of an institution that has stood 
since the days of the Apostles, growing and changing, yes, but 
never abandoning the faith that has been handed on to us.

Ron Speckin 
Grand Knight
616-755-2175

SSPP School Auction 2026
Mark your calendars for our 30th annual 
school auction. This year's auction will 
be held on Saturday, May 2, at the Ionia 
Armory Community Center. Tickets are 
available in the school office, the parish 
office and at the door. Tickets are $30 at 
the door. This includes entry, dinner and 
draft beer. Doors open at 5 p.m. Dinner 
will be at 6 p.m. Live Auction at 7: 30 p.m. 

SSPP School now 
enrolling for the 
2026/2027 
school year.

Our second grade students spent the 
month of February learning about the 
significant impact African Americans 
had on shaping the future. We learned 
all about Famous Amos, the inventor 
of the famous cookies “Famous Amos”; 
Thurgood Marshall, an African American 
Supreme Court Justice and Civil Rights 
Activist; and George Washington 
Carver, an agricultural scientist and 
inventor, just to name a few. Throughout 
this project, students were asked to 
research their historical figure; create a 
timeline of their lives; map out significant 
locations, events, or landmarks; figure 
out how their historical figure used 
God’s calling in their lives; and then 
present their findings to the class. Our 
class had so much fun learning about  
historical figures.




