
434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 

saintspeterandpaulionia.org

A parish clustered with St. Edward, Lake Odessa

April 19, 2026

19 de Abril de 2026

Mass Schedule Horario de Misas

Saturday	 4 pm
Sunday	 10:15 am,12 pm Spanish 
Wednesday	 12:10 pm, 7 pm Spanish
Thursday 	 8 am

Reconciliation Schedule 
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday	 11 am-12 pm (noon)
Saturday	 3 pm to 3:45 pm

Parish Office 
Oficina Parroquial

Monday-Friday      8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Contact Us
Contacta con Nosotros

parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
616-527-3610

Prayer Chain for  
Immediate Need please call 
616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

Third
Sunday
of Easter

now enrolling 
for the 

2026/2027 
school year



Saints Peter and Paul Catholic  
Parish and School:  

A Partnership in  Mission and Evangelization

A Catholic school like ours is a true blessing to our 
parish community. Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 
School serves as a vibrant mission of the parish, 
where we engage our children in hands-on learning 
to deepen their faith and inspire them to live it out 
daily. Our primary goal is to equip students with 
essential spiritual and educational tools that foster 
their personal growth, moral development, and help 
them recognize their inherent dignity as cherished and 
beloved children of God, created in His image and 
likeness.

Our parish and school communities are deeply 
interconnected and cannot operate effectively in 
isolation. The school and parish must work together, 
maintaining ongoing communication and shared 
initiatives. Together, they serve as witnesses to each 
other's faith journeys and create opportunities for 
parishioners, parents, teachers, and students to 
experience the transformative love of God through 
prayer, worship, and service projects.

We bear a profound responsibility for one another, 
standing united as partners in the mission of 
evangelization. Together, we share the Good News 
of our salvation through heartfelt words, meaningful 
actions, and active participation in our parish 
community. Our school holds a special place within this 
community, allowing everyone to answer Jesus Christ’s 
gentle invitation to bring children closer to Him. When 
we support Catholic education, such as through our 
school, we nurture a culture rooted in faith and filled 
with the pure, joyful innocence of children—reminding 
us of the one true teacher, Jesus Christ, whose love 
guides us all.

Our enrollment is still open. Please contact our parish 
office and school for more information. Inquire about 
the scholarship programs our school offers. 

A Letter from Father Eugene  Una carta del Padre Eugene
 

Las Parroquia y Escuela Católica De 
Santos Pedro y Pablo:

Una Sociedad en Misión y Evangelización

Una escuela católica como la nuestra es una verdadera 
bendición para nuestra comunidad parroquial. La 
Escuela Católica de Santos Pedro y Pablo funciona 
como una misión vibrante de la parroquia, donde 
involucramos a nuestros niños en aprendizajes 
prácticos para profundizar su fe e inspirarlos a vivirla 
día a día. Nuestro objetivo principal es dotar a los 
estudiantes con herramientas espirituales y educativas 
esenciales que fomenten su crecimiento personal, su 
desarrollo moral y les ayuden a reconocer su dignidad 
inherente como hijos e hijas queridos y amados de 
Dios, creados a Su imagen y semejanza.

Nuestras comunidades parroquial y escolar están 
profundamente interconectadas y no pueden 
operar eficazmente en aislamiento. La escuela y la 
parroquia deben trabajar juntas, manteniendo una 
comunicación constante y realizando iniciativas 
compartidas. Juntas, sirven como testigos de los 
caminos de fe de cada una y crean oportunidades 
para que los feligreses, padres, maestros y estudiantes 
experimenten el amor transformador de Dios a través 
de la oración, la adoración y proyectos de servicio.

Tenemos una profunda responsabilidad los unos 
con los otros, permaneciendo unidos como socios 
en la misión de evangelización. Juntos, compartimos 
las Buenas Nuevas de nuestra salvación mediante 
palabras sinceras, acciones significativas y 
participación activa en nuestra comunidad 
parroquial. Nuestra escuela ocupa un lugar especial 
en esta comunidad, permitiendo que todos respondan 
a la suave invitación de Jesucristo para acercar a los 
niños a Él. Cuando apoyamos la educación católica, 
como a través de nuestra escuela, cultivamos una 
cultura arraigada en la fe y llena de la inocencia pura 
y alegre de los niños, recordándonos al único Maestro 
verdadero, Jesucristo, cuyo amor nos guía a todos.

Nuestra matrícula aún está abierta. Por favor, 
comuníquese con la oficina parroquial y la escuela 
para más información. Pregunte por los programas de 
becas que ofrece nuestra escuela. 

Visit our school website at ssppcatholic.com
Visite el sitio web de nuestra escuela en ssppcatholic.com



Our Parish Offering
Week of April 12,  2026

Regular Offertory 
Electronic Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Surplus for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$7,186.50
3,670.00

$10,856.50

$10,096.15
$760.35

$413,942.15
$436,261.82
$22,319.67

Announcements
Do you have an event or announcement that you would 
like to share with the community? Please email our Parish 
Office at parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com.

Follow us on Facebook
Search for SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church for weekly 
news and events.

Help Us Find A Missing Plant
Specifically, we are looking for a Peace Plant. It first 
appeared last December during John Scholten's funeral. 
The plant was in the church until Lent began, then 
placed in the sacristy. If you are the one who took the 
plant home to care for it, please bring it back to the 
Church so it can be reunited with Mrs. Theresa Scholtens. 
She would greatly appreciate it.

Parish Prayer List

We continue to pray for all those who need healing. 
If you would like to add or remove a name from this 
list, please call the parish office at 616-527-3610. Be 
sure to have the consent of the person or a family 
member. Names will remain on the prayer list for 
three months. Requests may be renewed. 

Please Pray for:

Ericka Baer, Sharon Baer, Landon Battle, Dorr Bissell, 
Ed Blyth, Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Chris Castano, 
Angie Cedillo, Pamela Coggan, Mark Dawson, 
Judy Dick, Joe Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Cherie Flinn, 
Jerry & Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Sarah Gregg, 
Finnly Hunt, Kathy Kranz, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Larry 
Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Tom Lower, Nathan Lower, 
Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona Martinez, 
Karen Miller, Kirsten Mork, Jim & Barb Mulnix, Nichole 
Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, Terri Nurenberg, Mary 
O’Connor, Bob Parker, Mike Peckins, Jace Peterson, 
Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, Russinda 
Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski Scott, Georgia 
Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, 
Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley Weber, Tom 
& Norma White, Chad Wickerink, Lesley Williams, Jo 
Wirtz, Jim Zook

Electronic Giving
in the Palm of your Hand

No matter the amount, your donations help 
keep a roof over our heads and the lights 
shining today and tomorrow. We ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a donation. Thank 
you for your support
and continued 
generosity. 

Scan the 
QR Code 



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Tiffany Ferguson
Whitney Crooks
Vanessa Booth
Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Bulletin Editor
Music Director
Faith Formation
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 39 
616-527-3610
ext. 14
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’ Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody, Vanessa Booth

Liturgies This Week

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/1 Pt 1:17-21/
Lk 24:13-35
Saturday, April 18
4:00 p.m.	 Philip Fox (Carol Fox)
Sunday, April 19
10:15 a.m.	 Don Gardner (Patrick & Carol Lewis)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Monday, April 20 - Easter Weekday
Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/Jn 6:22-29
		  No Mass

Tuesday, April 21 – St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor
Act 7:51 – 8:1/Ps 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21/Jn 6:30-35
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, April 22 – Easter Weekday
Acts 8:1-8/Ps 66:1-7/Jn 6:35-40
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
11:30 a.m.	 Rosary for Prison Ministry
12:10 p.m.	 Special Intention 

(Kathleen Kohagen)
6:00 p.m.	 Eucharistic Holy Hour
7:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Thursday, April 23 – St. George, Martyr; 
St. Adalbert, Bishop & Martyr
Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9,16-17, 20/Jn 6:44-51
8:00 a.m.	 Ray Dietrich

Friday, April 24 – St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, 
Priest & Martyr 
Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1-2/Jn 6:52-59
		  No  Mass
7:40-2:30	 1st Communion Retreat (SC & CH)

Saturday, April 25 – St. Mark, Evangelist
1 Pt 5:5-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/Mk 16:15-20
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts2:14, 36-41/Ps 23:1-6/1 Pt 2:20-25/Jn 10;1-10
Saturday, April 25
4:00 p.m.	 Phil O’Mara (Hemenway family)
Sunday, April 26
10:15 a.m.	 John Caswell (Elaine Caswell)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Severs: Adah Drown, 

Reagan Crooks
EMs: Julie Bennett, 

Cecilia Luke, Barb Mulnix
Greeters: Volunteers

Lector: Sam Meyer
Altar Servers: Alexis Heinlein, 

Gavin McGuire
EMs: Shannon Andrews, 

Kevin Heinlein,
Theresa Scholtens

Greeters: Volunteers

10:15 a.m.

April 18 & 19, Third Sunday of Easter

4:00 p.m. Lector: Cecilia Luke
Altar Severs: Charlotte and 

Lillian Mabe
EMs: Mary Lou Mulick, Phill & Sue

Wizorek
Greeters: Julie Bennett

Lector: Nancy Wilson
Altar Servers: Raelynn Christensen,

Jace Perry
EMs: Cheryl & John Hildebrandt,

Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Deb Porter

10:15 a.m.

April 25 & 26, Fourth Sunday of Easter



News from the School
Enrollment for the 2026/2027 school year is open! 
For questions about enrollment please contact our 
school principal Jenny Leik at (616) 527-3561 or jleik@
ssppcatholic.com for more information. 
Upcoming Dates
April 24	 1st Communion Retreat
May 2		  SSPP Auction

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic 
Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or 
considering becoming Catholic? Our parish 
offers  OCIA  (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure 
opportunity to ask questions, listen, and explore the 
faith at your own pace. 

Inquiry sessions are held Tuesdays in the Parish Office 
Living Room at two convenient times: 1:00–2:00 PM or  
5:30–6:30 PM. These sessions are open to anyone who 
is exploring the Catholic faith, returning to the Church, 
or simply seeking a deeper understanding. There is no 
commitment required—just come as you are. For more 
information, please contact the parish office. We look 
forward to welcoming you! 

Events This Week
Sunday, April 19
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO) 
9-10 a.m.	 Faith Formation Classes
5-7 p.m.	 Sharing Christ (AH)
 6-8 p.m.	 Youth Group Night (CR)

Monday, April 20
	
Tuesday, April 21
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA Session (PO)
5:30-6:30	 OCIA Session (PO)

Wednesday, April 22
1:00 p.m.	 Grief Support Group (PO)
5:00 p.m.	 Hispanic 1st Communion Prep. (AH)
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Practice (VR)

Thursday, April 23
9:00 a.m.	 Daytime Faith Sharing (PO)
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, April 24
7:40 – 2:30	 1st Communion Retreat Day (SC, CH)

Saturday, April 25
	        School Mini Prom
Sunday, April 26
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA Mystagogy (PO)
9-10 a.m.	 Faith Formation classes 
		  (end-of year party)
5-7 p.m.	 Sharing Christ (AH)

(CH) Church/(VR) Veritas Room /
(PO) Parish Office / (CR) Cornerstone Room

God’s 
Housekeepers
- April 19
General Cleaning
Chris Christensen
Pilya Christensen
Joe Thelen

Vacuuming
Chris Christensen
Pilya Christensen
Joe Thelen

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

In today’s gospel, the 
disciples were returning 
home so “downcast” they 
did not recognize Jesus 
walking with them. In 
our homes, we can be 
so overwhelmed with 
responsibilities that we 
don’t see God with us. 
Today’s gospel 
tells us to stop and 
open our eyes to the 
blessings we are to 
one another.



 
Thank you to El Mariachi Mexican Grill for helping us 
raise money for the CRS Rice Bowls.
10% of food and drink expenditures on Tuesday, March 24th, 
were donated to the CRS Rice bowls. These funds will help 
support the efforts of Catholic Relief Services to feed the 
hungry throughout the world. We are very grateful to the 
Velasco family for their generosity and willingness to host this 
event! Thank you to all who came and ate at El Mariachi's that 
day. See article Rice Bowl Report for more information about 
our rice bowl collections. 

Vacation Bible School 2026
Join us for a True North Adventure!  Pre-K through 
5th Grade - Come to our Vacation Bible School 
adventure: Trusting God in a Wild World.  Sign up 
now for VBS on August 3, 4 & 5th 4:00pm-6:00pm. 
(Parish School) We will have Bible Adventures, 
Games, Snacks, Crafts and Music.  It will be fun for all 
ages!  Adults and older youth volunteers are needed!  
Help us make this a wonderful experience!

Event Planning Ministry – Help Bring Our Parish 
Community to Life
Do you enjoy organizing, decorating, or bringing 
people together for meaningful and fun 
experiences? We would like to create an Event 
Planning Ministry and are looking for creative and 
enthusiastic volunteers to help plan and support 
parish events throughout the year! Whether you 
love brainstorming ideas, coordinating details, 
setting up, decorating, or helping things run 
smoothly behind the scenes, there’s a place for 
you—please contact Vanessa Booth in the parish 
office for more details. Come help us create joyful 
moments that bring our parish family together!

Easy 
Registration
Here

Parish Contact: 
Vanessa Booth 527-3610 ext. 14.



Events & Announcements
Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group will be 
held on Wednesday, April 22nd at 1:00pm 
following the 12:10Mass in the Parish Office 
living room.  The group is open to anyone 
who is grieving the loss of a loved one and 
is seeking support, encouragement, and 
healing in a faith-filled environment. All 
are welcome to attend; need not attend 
the prior sessions to come. Please keep 
this ministry and all who are grieving in 
your prayers. For more information please 
contact Vanessa Booth at the parish office 
or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school from 9:00-10:00am.  For more information 
about Faith Formation please contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-
3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com. 
April
19 	 Faith Formation Class
24 	 1st Communion Retreat 7:40 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  SSPP School
26 	 Faith Formation Class (End of Year Party)
May
17 	 Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor Session 4:30-6pm in

the Veritas Room
First Communion will be celebrated during the 10:15am and the 
12:00pm Masses on Sunday, May 3rd. A light community reception 
will be offered after each of the masses in Apostles Hall. Please 
keep all our first communicants and their families in your prayers.

Rice Bowl Report
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Rice 
Bowl program this Lent! We collected a total of $1,481.12, 
our best year ever! Of this, $1,110.84 was sent to Catholic 
Relief Services for their efforts to feed the hungry 

around the world, and $370.28 was sent to the Zion Food Pantry 
where it will be used right in our own community.

Catholic Services Appeal 2026 - Responding with Joy
We sent in our fourth batch of pledges this week, bringing our 
total to $32,820.  We are making progress on our assessment of 
$81,314 but we have a long way to go.  Thank you to all those who 
have responded!  If you did not receive a pledge card in the mail, 
blank cards are available on the table in the back of church.  
Pledges can also be made online at grdiocese.org. 

Knights Corner
My Brother Knights and fellow parishioners,

It’s easy to become a Knight! If you are a practicing 
Catholic man, 18 years of age or older, it takes less 
than five minutes to complete the online application. 
No need to find the Grand Knight and Financial 

Secretary so they can sign the form. No need to scan and email 
it to New Haven or put it in an envelope and mail it. The questions 
are very straightforward, and we only ask for information that we 
need. Once you complete the application and hit “Accept” on the 
email confirmation, you’re a member! Shortly after that, you’ll join 
your council and attend an Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and 
Fraternity. While this process is happening, you and your family 
can take advantage of all the benefits that membership has to 
offer. It’s quick, it’s easy, and it’s immediate. Join today! Council 
#944, kofc.org/join.

Ron Speckin 
Grand Knight
616-755-2175

SSPP School Auction 2026
Please consider attending our 30th 
annual school auction. This year’s  
Tee-ing off to 30 Years golf-themed 
auction will be held on Saturday, May 2, 
at the Ionia Armory Community Center. 
Tickets are available in the school office, 
the parish office and at the door. Come 
reminisce with your former Panthers 
and support a great cause!




