
"See, the eyes of the Lord are 
upon those who fear him, 

upon those who hope for his 
kindness, to deliver them 

from death and preserve them 
in spite of famine."

Psalm 33:19

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 

saintspeterandpaulionia.org

A parish clustered with St. Edward, Lake Odessa

March 22, 2026

22 de Marzo de 2026

Mass Schedule 
Horario de Misas

Saturday	 4 pm
Sunday	 10:15 am,12 pm Spanish 
Wednesday	 12:10 pm, 7 pm Spanish
Thursday 	 8 am

Reconciliation Schedule 
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday	 11 am-12 pm (noon)
Saturday	 3 pm to 3:45 pm

Parish Office 
Oficina Parroquial

Monday-Friday      8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Contact Us
Contacta con Nosotros

parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
616-527-3610

Prayer Chain for  
Immediate Need please call 
616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

Fifth
Sunday 
of Lent



Simon of Cyrene Carries Jesus' Cross 

The fifth station of the way of the cross speaks of Simon, 
a foreigner, who was tasked with helping carry the 
weight of Jesus' cross. The bystander was accosted by 
the Roman soldiers to help Jesus with His cross for fear 
that He might die even before reaching the summit of 
Mount Calvary. 

Like Simon, we are all spectators of the sufferings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We stand by the sidelines and look 
at Jesus as He carries the cross. What are your reasons 
for being there? Is it because of curiosity? Is it because 
you think that what is happening to Jesus is wrong? 
Are you among the people who yelled “Crucify Him” 
as He was standing in front of Pontius Pilate? Or are 
you among the many, like the mother of Jesus, whose 
heart is aching because of what they are doing with 
our Lord Jesus Christ? 

When asked to help our Lord Jesus Christ to carry 
the cross, will you be a willing participant? Like Simon 
will you step up and help. We might find ourselves 
unexpectedly carrying the cross. The burden of it 
may be too much for us but we have been given the 
privilege of sharing in the burden that our LORD is 
carrying. With this unexpected cross, Simon, though 
reluctant at first, embraced the responsibility that 
was given to him. He took upon the weight of the 
cross and became the companion of Jesus along the  
way of the cross.

There may be some reluctance in our 
lives when it comes to the unexpected 
challenges in life. We may find 
ourselves annoyed and angry by it. 
Or we can be inspired by Simon of 
Cyrene and put aside our own feelings 
and help carry the weight of the cross. 
As difficult it maybe to be carrying 
someone else’s burden, know that God 
delights with the help and assistance 
that you give. The virtue of CHARITY, 
which calls us to go and act beyond 
our own needs. Charity upholds and 
purifies our human ability to love, and 
raises it to the supernatural perfection 
of divine love (CCC 1827).

A Letter from Father Eugene  Una carta del Padre Eugene

Act of Charity Prayer
O Lord God, I love you 
above all things
and I love my neighbor 
for your sake
because you are the 
highest, infinite
and perfect good, 
worthy of all my love.  
In this love I intend to live 
and die. Amen. 

Simón de Cirene carga la cruz de Jesús

La quinta estación del Vía Crucis nos habla de Simón, 
un extranjero, a quien se le encomendó la tarea de 
ayudar a cargar el peso de la cruz de Jesús. Los 
soldados romanos abordaron a este transeúnte para 
que ayudara a Jesús con su cruz, por temor a que Él 
muriera antes siquiera de llegar a la cima del  
Monte Calvario.

Al igual que Simón, todos nosotros somos 
espectadores de los sufrimientos de nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo. Nos mantenemos al margen y observamos 
a Jesús mientras carga la cruz. ¿Cuáles son tus 
razones para estar allí? ¿Es por curiosidad? ¿Es 
porque piensas que lo que le está sucediendo a Jesús 
es injusto? ¿Te encuentras entre las personas que 
gritaron: «¡Crucifíquenlo!» cuando Él estaba de pie 
ante Poncio Pilato? ¿O estás entre los muchos —como 
la Madre de Jesús— cuyo corazón se estremece de 
dolor por lo que le están haciendo a nuestro  
Señor Jesucristo?

Cuando se te pida ayudar a nuestro Señor Jesucristo 
a cargar la cruz, ¿participarás de buena voluntad? 
Al igual que Simón, ¿darás un paso al frente para 
ayudar? Podríamos encontrarnos, de manera 
inesperada, cargando la cruz. Su peso podría 
resultarnos abrumador, pero se nos ha concedido el 
privilegio de compartir la carga que nuestro Señor 

lleva sobre sus hombros. Ante esta cruz 
inesperada, Simón —aunque reacio al 
principio— asumió la responsabilidad 
que se le había encomendado. Cargó 
sobre sí el peso de la cruz y se convirtió 
en el compañero de Jesús a lo largo del 
camino del Calvario.

Es posible que surja cierta reticencia en 
nuestras vidas cuando nos enfrentamos 
a los desafíos inesperados. Tal vez nos 
sintamos molestos o enojados por ellos. 
O bien, podemos inspirarnos en Simón 
de Cirene, dejar a un lado nuestros 
propios sentimientos y ayudar a cargar 
el peso de la cruz. Por difícil que resulte 
cargar con la carga de otra persona, 
ten la certeza de que Dios se complace 
en la ayuda y la asistencia que tú 



Our Parish Offering
Week of March 15,  2026

Regular Offertory 
Electronic Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Surplus for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$9,670.00
3,750.00

$13,420.00

$10,096.15
$3,323.85

$373,557.55
$393,090.63

$19,533.08

CSA 2026 Strengthened in Christ, 
Responding With Joy

The Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) is the time 
each year when the Diocese of Grand Rapids asks 
us to support the many good works done by the 
Church throughout western Michigan. Our parish 
assessment for this year is $81,314. We sent in our first 
batch of 27 pledges this week for a total of $19,675. 
We are off to a great start! Thank you to all those 
who have responded already! If you did not receive 
a pledge card in the mail last week, blank cards 
are available on the table in the back of church. 
Pledges can also be made online at grdiocese.org, 
and you can view the short video about CSA there. 
Working together, we can get this done!

ofreces. Se trata de la virtud de la 
CARIDAD, la cual nos llama a ir más 
allá de nuestras propias necesidades 
y a actuar en consecuencia. La 
caridad sostiene y purifica nuestra 
capacidad humana de amar, y la 
eleva a la perfección sobrenatural 
del amor divino (CCC 1827).

Oración: Acto de Caridad

¡Oh, Señor Dios! Te amo por encima 
de todas las cosas y amo a mi 
prójimo por amor a Ti; pues Tú eres 
el Bien supremo, infinito y perfecto, 
digno de todo mi amor. En este amor 
pretendo vivir y morir. Amén.

Scan the QR Code 
 with your phone 

camera to 
watch the video.

Parish Contribution Statements
If you would like a copy of your 2025 parish contributions 
statement, please call the parish office at 616-527-3610. 
We will mail it to you, or you may pick it up from the   
parish office. 

Announcements
Do you have any information you'd like to share with the 
community by facebook or bulletin? Reach out to our 
parish office by email at parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com

Parish Prayer List

We continue to pray for all those who need healing. 
If you would like to add or remove a name from this 
list, please call the parish office at 616-527-3610. Be 
sure to have the consent of the person or a family 
member. Names will remain on the prayer list for 
three months. Requests may be renewed. 

Please Pray for:

Ericka Baer, Barb Burrows, Sharon Baer, Martha 
Bailey Brooks, Landon Battle, Dorr Bissell, Ed Blyth, 
Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Chris Castano, Angie 
Cedillo, Pamela Coggan, Mark Dawson, Judy Dick, 
Joe Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Cherie Flinn, Jerry & 
Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Mike Gallagher, Diana 
Kujala, Kathy Kranz, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Larry Lafler, 
Jack & Sue LaPeer, Tom Lower, Nathan Lower, 
Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona Martinez, 
Karen Miller, Kirsten Mork, Jim & Barb Mulnix, Nichole 
Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, Terri Nurenberg, Mary 
O’Connor, Bob Parker, Mike Peckins, Jace Peterson, 
Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, Lisa Pringle, Russinda 
Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita Hozeski Scott, Georgia 
Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene Stanton, Randy Tripp, 
Connie Waterman, Denise Ward, Shirley Weber, Tom 
& Norma White, Chad Wickerink, Lesley Williams, Jo 
Wirtz, Jim Zook



Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

4:00 p.m. Lector: Sue Wizorek
Altar Servers: Charlotte & Lillian Mabe
EMs: Sam Meyer, Mary Perrien, 

Phill Wizorek
Greeters: Julie Bennett

Lector: Veronica Meyer
Altar Servers: Reagan Crooks, 

Alexis Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Cheryl & John

Hildebrant
Greeters: Theresa Scholtens

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Tiffany Ferguson
Whitney Crooks
Vanessa Booth
Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Bulletin Editor
Music Director
Faith Formation
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 39 
616-527-3610
ext. 14
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’ Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody, Vanessa Booth

10:15 a.m.

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Passion Reader: Sam Meyer
Altar Servers: Levi & Logan Haskin
EMs: Julie Bennett, Mary Perrien, Sue

Wizorek
Greeters: Volunteers

Lector: Walt Downes
Passion Reader: Paul Meyer
Altar Servers: Hans & Kendra Heinlein
EMs: Kevin Heinlein, Theresa Scholtens,

Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Dave O'Mara

10:15 a.m.

Liturgies This Week

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45
Saturday, March 21
4:00 p.m. 	 Tracey Bergeron (Tom & Julie Bennett)

Sunday, March 22
10:15 a.m.	 Warren Brown (Chris & Sara Brown)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
2:30 p.m.	 Taizé Prayer Service

Monday, March 23 – St. Turibius of Mogrovejo,
Bishop
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62/Ps 23:1-6/Jn 8:1-11
		  No Mass

Tuesday, March 24 – Lenten Weekday
Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-21/Jn 8:21-30
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, March 25 – The Annunciation of the 
Lord
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
11:30 a.m. 	 Volunteer Rosary
12:10 p.m.	 Cathleen Kornacki (Christine Bewell)
6:00 p.m.	 Holy Hour & Confessions
7:00 p.m. 	 (Misa) Reynaldo Castillo (Irene 		
		  Vargas)	

Thursday, March 26 – Lenten Weekday
Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-9/Jn 8:51-59
8:00 a.m.	 Vernon Brown
9-10 a.m.	 Confessions

Friday, March 27 – Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-7/Jn 10:31-42
		  No Mass
8:00 a.m. 	 School Stations of the Cross
6:00 p.m.	 Stations of the Cross (in English)
7:00 p.m.	 Stations of the Cross (in Spanish)

Saturday, March 28 – Lenten Weekday
Ez 37:21-28/(Ps) Jer 31:10-13/Jn 11:45-56
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14 – 
27:66
Saturday, March 28
4:00 p.m.	 Mary Ellen Thome (Mildred Brown)
Sunday, March 29
10:15 a.m.	 Bill & Judy Nowak (Diana Verdun)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

March 21 & 22, Fifth Sunday of Lent

March 28 & 29, Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion



Palm Sunday, March 29	         (Regular Sunday Mass Times)

Holy Thursday, April 2

SS. Peter & Paul		  7pm Bilingual

				    Mass of the Lord's Supper  
				    with Washing of the Feet

				    Transfer of Eucharist with 		
				    Adoration until 11pm.

Holy Thursday will be a combined celebration 
for both parishes at SSPP, Ionia.

Good Friday, April 3

SS. Peter & Paul		  11:30am Stations of the Cross
					        with Confessions
				    12pm Good Friday Liturgy
				    7pm Spanish Viernes Santo

St. Edward			   2:30pm Stations of the Cross
					       with Confessions
				    3pm Good Friday Liturgy

Holy Saturday, April 4
no confessions, no 4pm or 6pm masses

SS. Peter & Paul		  9pm  Easter Vigil Bilingual

Easter Vigil will be a combined celebration 
for both parishes at SSPP, Ionia.

Easter Sunday, April 5 	 (Regular Sunday Mass Times)

every Friday led by volunteers

SSPP	              8am, 6pm, 7pm Spanish
St. Edward  	                       9:30am, 6pm

SS. Peter & Paul
Wednesdays 	 11am & 6pm
Thursday 		  9-10am
Saturday 		  3-4pm

St. Edward
Tuesday		  11am & 6pm
Thursday 		  6-8pm
Friday 		  9:30-10am

Confessions

Taize Prayer2026 Easter & Lent Schedules

Holy Triduum

Stations of the Cross

We will be offering our last  Taize prayer 
on Mar 22 at 2:30pm in the church. 
Taize prayer is an ecumenical prayer 
form that uses simple chant like songs, 
combined with silence, scripture and 
prayer.



News from the School
Enrollment for the 2026/2027 school year is open!

Upcoming Dates
March 25	 Meet the Teacher Night for Preschool, 
		  Developmental Kindergarten, & 		
		  Kindergarten
March 27	 Kdg. Round Up (by appt. only)
April 6-10 	 Spring Break
April 24	 1st Communion Retreat
May 2		  SSPP Auction

Youth Group
Due to a death in our family, I am unable to have youth 
group on Sunday the 22nd as previously scheduled.  
If you are helping with stations of the cross on Friday, 
March 27th, please arrive by 5 pm and we will decide 
the reading parts. Thank you for your understanding.

- Mr. Heinlein

Ionia Area CRS Rice Bowl Fundraiser 
El Mariachi Mexican Grill, Ionia

Bring your appetite, your family, and your friends, and 
spread the word! On Tuesday, March 24, between 11 
a.m. and 9 p.m., 10% of all food and beverage revenue 
at El Mariachi Mexican Grill will be donated to the 
CRS Rice Bowl.  These funds will help support the 
efforts of Catholic Relief Services to feed the hungry 
throughout the world.  We are very grateful to the 
Velasco family for their generosity and willingness 
to host this event!  Let’s fill the restaurant for lunch 
and dinner, and raise funds and awareness as we 
answer the call to feed the hungry in the local and  
global community. 

The money raised here will be donated to Catholic 
Relief Services through SS Peter & Paul Church. 
If you wish to participate further in this global 
hunger relief effort, you can get a rice bowl from El 
Mariachi today and continue to set aside whatever 
funds you can through the Season of Lent.  As Lent 
concludes, please write a check to SS Peter & Paul 
Church for the amount in your rice bowl, and drop 
it off at the parish office, 434 High Street, Ionia, by  
April 2.  Thank you!

Events This Week
Sunday, March 22
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA (PO)
9:00 a.m.	 Faith Formation Classes
11 a.m-1 p.m.	 K of C Pie Sale (Parish Garage)	
1:00 p.m.	 Quinceañera Prep. Session (AH)
1-6:30 p.m.	 Shine Youth Conference (Walker)

Monday, March 23

Tuesday, March 24
11 a.m.-9 p.m.	 CRS Rice Bowl Fundraiser at
		  El Mariachi Mexican Grill	
1-2 p.m.	 OCIA Inquiry Session (PO)
5:30-6:30 p.m.	OCIA Inquiry Session (PO)

Wednesday, March 25
2:45-3:45 & 5:30-6:30 p.m.
		  Meet the Teacher for PS,DK,K
1:00 p.m.	 Soup & Bread Luncheon (PO)
5:00 p.m.	 Hispanic 1st Communion Prep. (AH)
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Practice (VR)

Thursday, March 26 
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)

Friday, March 27
(by appt.)	 Kindergarten Roundup

Saturday, March 28
10:00 a.m.	 Convalidation Prep. Session (PO)

Sunday, March 29
		  No Faith Formation Classes
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA (PO)

(CH) Church/(VR) Veritas Room /
(PO) Parish Office / (CR) Cornerstone Room

God’s 
Housekeepers
- March 22

General Cleaning
Julie Bennett
Bridgett Flanigan
 
Vacuuming
Julie Bennett
Bridgett Flanigan

A Family Perspective 
by Bud Ozar

Our families can become 
wrapped up chasing 
things we perceive will 
make us happy. Jesus’ 
words to Lazarus, He 
says to us: “Come out” 
from what entombs you. 
In this fifth week of Lent 
“untie” yourself and be 
free from unnecessary 
possessions.



Events & Announcements
Lenten Soup Lunch
You are invited to join us for our final Lenten 
Soup Lunch following the 12:10 PM mass on 
Wednesday, March 25th. We would like 
to thank the many loving hands that have 
prepared bread, soup and desserts for 
our lunches; we appreciate you and have 
treasured this time together in fellowship 
and friendship. 

Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group will be held 
on Wednesday, April 8th at 1 p.m. in the 
Parish Office living room.  The group is open 
to anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved 
one and is seeking support, encouragement, 
and healing in a faith-filled environment. All 
are welcome to attend; need not attend 
the prior sessions to come. Please keep 
this ministry and all who are grieving in 
your prayers. For more information please 
contact Vanessa Booth at the parish office 
or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Interested in Learning More About the 
Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church 
or considering becoming Catholic? Our 
parish offers  OCIA  (Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a 
welcoming, no-pressure opportunity to ask 
questions, listen, and explore the faith at 
your own pace.

Inquiry sessions are held  Tuesdays  in 
the  Parish Office Living Room  at two 
convenient times: 1:00–2:00 PM  or   5:30–
6:30 PM. These sessions are open to anyone 
who is exploring the Catholic faith, returning 
to the Church, or simply seeking a deeper 
understanding. 

There is no commitment required—just come 
as you are. For more information, please 
contact the parish office. We look forward 
to welcoming you! 

Follow us on Facebook
Look for SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church  
on Facebook for the latest events and 
information in our faith-filled community.

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High School 
are held in our school from 9:00-10:00am.  For more information 
about Faith Formation please contact Vanessa Booth at 616-527-
3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com. 
March
22 	 Faith Formation Class 
22 	 Shine Youth Rally 1:00pm-6:30pm 3 Mile Project, 
	 Walker MI (No Confirmation evening session)
29 	 No Faith Formation Class HOLY WEEK
April
5	 No Faith Formation Class - Spring Break
12 	 Faith Formation Class

Catechist Workshop Training | The Vocation of the Catechist
Saturday, April 18 - 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM Veritas Room

First Communion Retreat - Schedule Change
Please note an important update to our First Communion 
Retreat. The retreat will now take place on Friday, April 24, from 
7:40am–2:30pm at SSPP School. The First Communion Mass will 
be on Sunday, May 3rd at 10: 15am. Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers. Please contact Mrs. Booth in the parish 
office if you have any questions.

Knights Corner
Brother Knights and fellow parishioners,

The preliminary figures are in, and the Lenten Fish 
Dinners went quite well.  With close to 400 man hours, 
560 pounds of fish fried to perfection, fried and baked 
potatoes, salads, side dishes, and desserts, over 700 

people found the time to enjoy this meal. Blessed Fr. Michael  
McGivney would surely recognize this endeavor of faith, charity, 
and fraternity as being part of the fabric he intended when 
founding the Knights of Columbus.  “You will know them by  
their deeds!”

I would be remiss in not saying that this parish is also blessed 
with some very active and involved ladies who also help make 
many of these Council projects successful.  Though they are 
not often mentioned, they also are known by their deeds!  We 
greatly appreciate you!  Every Knight thanks you for your support  
and encouragement.

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin Grand Knight
616-755-2175




