
"The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. In verdant 

pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads 

me; he refreshes my soul."

Psalm 23: 1-2

434 High St. Ionia MI 48846
616-527-3610 

saintspeterandpaulionia.org

A parish clustered with St. Edward, Lake Odessa

March 15, 2026

15 de Marzo de 2026

Mass Schedule 
Horario de Misas

Saturday	 4 pm
Sunday	 10:15 am,12 pm Spanish 
Wednesday	 12:10 pm, 7 pm Spanish
Thursday 	 8 am

Reconciliation Schedule 
Calendario de Reconciliación

Wednesday	 11 am-12 pm (noon)
Saturday	 3 pm to 3:45 pm

Parish Office 
Oficina Parroquial

Monday-Friday      8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Contact Us
Contacta con Nosotros

parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
616-527-3610

Prayer Chain for  
Immediate Need please call 
616-522-0279 or 616-527-0438.

Fourth
Sunday 
of Lent



A Letter from Father Eugene

Dear Parish Family,

The late Pope Francis said, "Unity happens when we 
walk together." This quote has been proven true many 
times here at Saints Peter and Paul. Our community 
has always rallied together to fulfill the commitment 
of providing for our parish and also for the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids. We walk with our brothers and sisters in 
faith through prayers, sacramental celebrations, acts 
of kindness, and generosity for each other.  

As we unite ourselves together in building the 
Kingdom of God, I humbly invite you to participate 
in this year's Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). Your 
generous commitment to the CSA campaign for SS Peter 
and Paul strengthens our mission of evangelization, 
formation, discipleship and service, including training 
for our catechists, teachers and volunteers; supporting 
seminarians; and school development for our students, 
to name just a few.

Our parish goal for the Catholic Services Appeal this 
year is $81,314.  Know that God rewards a cheerful giver 
and God is able to make every grace abundant for 
you. Whenever our parish exceeds this goal, we will 
be blessed to direct those additional funds toward 
our parish projects such as infrastructure needs or  
social outreach missions. If you supported the appeal 
last year, your pledge card reflects that generosity as 
a point of reference as you consider your response this 
year. Each gift, offered freely and in gratitude, helps 
sustain the Church's mission across the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids.

Please make your gift through online contribution at 
www.grdiocese.org/csa or by returning your pledge 
card to our office as soon as possible. I am very 
grateful for your generous support and faithfulness 
to God by your care of this parish. Together we 
will walk side by side in carrying out the mission of 
Christ to bring hope, healing, and the Good News 
to all we serve. May you always be filled with the  
joy of the Gospel.

Una carta del Padre Eugene

Estimada Familia Parroquial:

El difunto Papa Francisco dijo: "La unidad se 
da cuando caminamos juntos". Esta cita se ha 
comprobado muchas veces aquí, en la Iglesia 
y Escuela de San Pedro y San Pablo. Nuestra 
comunidad se une para cumplir con el compromiso 
de proveer para nuestra parroquia, pero también 
para la Diócesis de Grand Rapids.

Acompañamos a nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
en la fe mediante oraciones, celebraciones 
sacramentales y actos de bondad y generosidad.  
Al unirnos para construir el Reino de Dios, los invito 
humildemente a participar en la Campaña de 
Servicios Católicos (CSA) de este año. Su generoso 
compromiso con la campaña de la CSA para la 
Parroquia y Escuela de San Pedro y San Pablo 
fortalece la misión de evangelización, formación, 
discipulado y servicio, incluyendo la capacitación 
en formación en la fe para nuestros catequistas, 
maestros y voluntarios, el apoyo a seminaristas y el 
desarrollo escolar para nuestros estudiantes, por 
nombrar solo algunos.

Nuestra meta parroquial para la Campaña de 
Servicios Católicos de este año es de $81,314. Sepan 
que Dios recompensa a quien da con alegría y que 
Dios es capaz de hacer abundante toda gracia 
para ustedes. Cada vez que nuestra parroquia 
supere esta meta, seremos bendecidos al poder 
destinar esos fondos adicionales a los proyectos 
parroquiales, como necesidades de infraestructura 
o misiones de alcance social.

Si apoyó la campaña el año pasado, su tarjeta de 
compromiso refleja esa generosidad como punto de 
referencia al considerar su respuesta este año. Cada 
donativo, ofrecido libremente y en agradecimiento, 
ayuda a sostener la misión de la Iglesia en toda la 
Diócesis de Grand Rapids.

Por favor, haga su donativo a través de una 
contribución en línea en www.grdiocese.org/csa 
o devolviendo su tarjeta de compromiso a nuestra 
oficina lo antes posible.

Estoy muy agradecido por su generoso apoyo y 
fidelidad a Dios al cuidar de esta parroquia.
Juntos caminaremos codo con codo para llevar 
a cabo la misión de Cristo de llevar esperanza, 
sanación y la Buena Nueva a todos a quienes 
servimos. Que siempre estén llenos de la alegría  
del Evangelio.



Liturgies This Week

Fourth Sunday of Lent
1 Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-13/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41
Saturday, March 14
4:00 p.m. 	 Carol Cope (Barbara Burrows)

Sunday, March 15
10:15 a.m.	 David Kuieck (Diane Grummet)
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español

Monday, March 16 – Lenten Weekday
Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/Jn 4:43-54
		  No Mass

Tuesday, March 17 – St. Patrick, Bishop
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16
	      	  No Mass

Wednesday, March 18 – St. Cyril of Jerusalem, 
Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30
11:00 a.m.	 Confessions
11:30 a.m. 	 Volunteer Rosary
12:10 p.m.	 Roman Stoj (Margaret Stoj)
6:00 p.m.	 Holy Hour & Confessions
7:00 p.m. 	 Misa en español

Thursday, March 19 – St. Joseph, Spouse of Mary
2 Sm 7:4-5, 12-14, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29/ Rom 4:13, 16-18, 
22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24
8:00 a.m.	 Joe & Sandy Meyers (Joan Blyth)
9-10 a.m.	 Confessions

Friday, March 20 – Lenten Weekday
Wis 2:1, 12-22/Ps 34:17-21, 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
		  No Mass
8:00 a.m. 	 School Stations of the Cross
6:00 p.m.	 Stations of the Cross (in English)
7:00 p.m.	 Stations of the Cross (in Spanish)

Saturday, March 21 – Lenten Weekday
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9-12/Jn 7:40-53
8:30 a.m.	 Scriptural Rosary
1:00 p.m.	 Baptism of Joseph Robert Desrochers
3:00 p.m.	 Confessions

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45
Saturday, March 21
4:00 p.m.	 Tracey Bergeron (Tom & Julie Bennett)
Sunday, March 22
10:15 a.m.	 Warren Brown (Chris & Sara Brown) 
12:00 p.m.	 Misa en español
2:30 p.m.	 Taizé Prayer Service

Our Parish Offering
Week of March 8,  2026

Regular Offertory 
Electronic Giving
Total Offertory

Budgeted Weekly
Deficit for the Week

Budgeted Year to Date
Actual Year to Date 
Surplus Year to Date

$7,675.67
1,440.00
$9,115.67

$10,096.15
$980.48

$363,461.40
$379,670.63
$16,209.23

Parish Prayer List

We continue to pray for all those who need healing. 
If you would like to add or remove a name from this 
list, please call the parish office at 616-527-3610. Be 
sure to have the consent of the person or a family 
member. Names will remain on the prayer list for 
three months. Requests may be renewed. 

Please Pray for:

Ericka Baer, Barb Burrows, Sharon Baer, Martha 
Bailey Brooks, Landon Battle, Dorr Bissell, Ed Blyth, 
Tony Burns, Terri Butler, Chris Castano, Angie 
Cedillo, Pamela Coggan, Mark Dawson, Judy Dick, 
Joe Drysdale, Travis Eveleth, Cherie Flinn, Jerry 
& Maribeth Fritz, Jessica Fritz, Mike Gallagher, 
Diana Kujala, Kathy Kranz, Sue & Joe Kleiss, Larry 
Lafler, Jack & Sue LaPeer, Tom Lower, Nathan 
Lower, Traccie Lower, Pat MacLachlan, Mona 
Martinez, Karen Miller, Kirsten Mork, Jim & Barb 
Mulnix, Nichole Munsell, Ken and Sherry North, 
Terri Nurenberg, Mary O’Connor, Bob Parker, Mike 
Peckins, Jace Peterson, Mary Perrien, Mike Priest, 
Lisa Pringle, Russinda Rohde, Janice Schell, Anita 
Hozeski Scott, Georgia Sibert, Sue Speckin, Arlene 
Stanton, Randy Tripp, Connie Waterman, Denise 
Ward, Shirley Weber, Tom & Norma White, Chad 
Wickerink, Lesley Williams, Jo Wirtz, Jim Zook

Parish Contribution Statements
If you would like a copy of your 2025 parish 
contributions statement, please call the parish 
office at 616-527-3610. We will mail it to you, or 
you may pick it up from the parish office. 



March 14 & 15, Fourth Sunday of Lent

Events This Week
Sunday, March 15
8:30 a.m. 	 OCIA (PO)
9:00 a.m. 	 Faith Formation Classes (with  
		  Stations of the Cross)
1:00 p.m. 	 Quinceañera Prep. Session (AH)

Monday, March 16

Tuesday, March 17
1-2 p.m.		 OCIA Inquiry Session (PO)
5:30-6:30 pm 	 OCIA Inquiry Session (PO)

Wednesday, March 18
11:00 a.m.	 Grief Support Session (PO)
1:00 p.m.	 Soup & Bread Luncheon (PO)
5:00 p.m.	 Hispanic 1st Communion Prep. (AH)
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Practice (VR)

Thursday, March 19
3:45 p.m.	 Life Fit (VR)
5:45 p.m.	 Ionia Community Awareness (AH)	
6-8 p.m.	 FSC Skate Night (at Skateland)
6-8 p.m.	 “The Light Is On for You” (Confessions
		    at St. Ed’s & other parishes)

Friday, March 20

Saturday, March 21
9:30 a.m.	 Health Support Group (Biggby)
2-5:30 p.m.	 K of C Pie Sale (parish garage)

Sunday, March 22
8:30 a.m.	 OCIA (PO)
9:00 a.m.	 Faith Formation Classes
11 a.m.-1 p.m.	 K of C Pie Sale (parish garage)
1:00 p.m.	 Quinceañera Prep. Session (AH)
1-6:30 p.m.	 Shine Youth Rally (Walker)
6-8 p.m.	 Youth Group Night (practice for 		
		  Stations)

(CH) Church/(VR) Veritas Room /
(PO) Parish Office / (CR) Cornerstone Room

Our Parish Staff
Parish Office: 616-527-3610
Parish Office Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com
saintspeterandpaulionia.org

4:00 p.m. Lector: Mary Lou Mulick
Altar Servers: Adah Drown, Charlotte Mabe
EMs: Julie Bennett, Phill & Sue Wizorek
Greeters: Chris & Pilya Christensen

Lector: Shannon Andrews
Altar Servers: Evan & Jacquelynn Bailey
EMs: Veronica Meyer, Theresa Scholtens,
           Laurie Tjalsma
Greeters: Volunteers

Fr. Eugene Batungbacal
Permanent Deacon: Zenon Cardenas

Cecilia Luke
Adam Rewa
Tiffany Ferguson
Whitney Crooks
Vanessa Booth
Claudia Graciano
Matt Lang
Aaren Perry

Secretary
Office Manager
Bulletin Editor
Music Director
Faith Formation
Hisp. Faith Formation
Maintenance
Cemetery Sexton

ext. 10
ext. 11
ext. 39 
616-527-3610
ext. 14
616-540-9584
616-527-3610
616-527-3610

Parish Finance Council: Chris Christensen, 
Tom O’ Connor, Kip Geldhof, Dave O’Mara, 
Denise Peabody, Vanessa Booth

10:15 a.m.

March 21 & 22, Fifth Sunday of Lent

4:00 p.m. Lector: Sue Wizorek
Altar Servers: Charlotte & Lillian Mabe
EMs: Sam Meyer, Mary Perrien, Phill Wizorek
Greeters: Julie Bennett

Lector: Veronica Meyer
Altar Servers: Reagan Crooks, Alexis Heinlein
EMs: Shannon Andrews, Cheryl & John

Hildebrant
Greeters: Theresa Scholtens

10:15 a.m.

God’s Housekeepers - Week of March 15th
General Cleaning: Marisha Hileman,Gwen

O'Mara, Janis Neustifter
Vacuuming: Bruce Sibert, Joe Peckins

Join the Conversation - Follow us on Facebook
Look for the SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church  page on 
Facebook for the latest events and information in our 
faith-filled community.

Health Support Group
Anyone burdened by illness is invited to join our 
health support group discussion. The next Health 
Support Group meeting is Saturday, March 21st at 
9:30 a.m at Biggby Coffee in Ionia.



Events & Announcements
Lenten Soup Lunch
You are invited to join us for our Lenten Soup 
Lunch following the 12:10 PM Wednesday 
Masses during the month of March.

As we journey through this holy season 
of Lent—a time of prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving—we gather in simple fellowship 
to share a modest meal of soup and bread. 
This tradition reminds us of the spirit of 
simplicity and community that draws us 
closer to Christ and to one another.

The 12:10 PM Mass will be celebrated each 
Wednesday in the church, with the Soup 
Lunch immediately following in the parish 
office living room.

All are welcome—bring a friend, invite a 
neighbor, and come share in faith, food, 
and fellowship. Sign-up sheets are in the 
back of church for those able to bring 
soup, bread or drinks. We look forward to 
seeing you on March 18th! Please note that 
on March 18th Fr. Eugene will lead a short 
Lenten Reflection after the meal.

Taize Prayer
During Lent, we will be offering our last Taize 
prayer on Mar 22 at 2:30pm in the church. 
Taize prayer is an ecumenical prayer form 
that uses simple chant like songs, combined 
with silence, scripture and prayer.

Stations of the Cross
Each Friday during Lent, there will be 
Stations of the Cross led by volunteers. We 
appreciate your participation.

Loving Hands of Christ
The next Grief Support Group will be 
held at 11:00 am in the Parish Office on  
March 18th. The group is open to anyone 
who is grieving the loss of a loved one and 
is seeking support, encouragement, and 
healing in a faith-filled environment. Please 
keep this ministry and all who are grieving 
in your prayers. For more information please 
contact Vanessa Booth at the parish office 
or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Faith Formation Religious Education
All regular classes for Seedlings (4 & 5 Yr Old) through High 
School are held in our school from 9:00-10:00am.  For more 
information about Faith Formation please contact Vanessa 
Booth at 616-527-3610 or vbooth@ssppcatholic.com. 
March
15 	 Faith Formation Class (Stations of the Cross)
22 	 Faith Formation Class 
22 	 Shine Youth Rally 1:00pm-6:30pm 3 Mile Project, 
	 Walker MI (No Confirmation evening session)
29 	 No Faith Formation Class HOLY WEEK
April
5	 No Faith Formation Class - Spring Break
The Sponsor a Student for the Jr. High SHINE Youth Rally has 
been a huge success! Thank you for supporting our youth and 
helping them shine in faith!

Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith? 
Are you curious about the Catholic Church or considering 
becoming Catholic? Our parish offers OCIA (Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) Inquiry Sessions—a welcoming, no-pressure 
opportunity to ask questions, listen, and explore the faith at your 
own pace.

Inquiry sessions are held Tuesdays in the Parish Office Living 
Room at two convenient times: 1:00–2:00 PM or  5:30–6:30 PM. 
These sessions are open to anyone who is exploring the Catholic 
faith, returning to the Church, or simply seeking a deeper 
understanding. 

There is no commitment required—just come as you are. For more 
information, please contact the parish office. We look forward 
to welcoming you! 

Knights Corner
This past Friday was our last fish dinner for the 
Lenten Season. I want to thank all those who took 
the time to help provide our community with some 
wonderful meals. THANK YOU!!!  You are a blessing 

to this parish family and you are known by your deeds!

Council #944 has another project coming up, and that’s PIES!  
We will be making pies on Saturday, March 21st in the gym at St. 
Joseph’s Parish in Pewamo starting at 7:45 am. Please mark this 
date on your calendar and help with this wonderful project if you 
can. If you can’t help with the pie making, clean-up starts at 1:00 
pm and help would be greatly appreciated.

Congratulations to our March raffle winners – Ron Speckin, Mike 
Boog, Karen Huhn, and Geri Bellaire.

Vivat Jesus!
Ron Speckin Grand Knight
616-755-2175



Palm Sunday, March 29	         (Regular Sunday Mass Times)

Holy Thursday, April 2

SS. Peter & Paul		  7pm Bilingual

				    Mass of the Lord's Supper  
				    with Washing of the Feet

				    Transfer of Eucharist with 		
				    Adoration until 11pm.

Holy Thursday will be a combined celebration 
for both parishes at SSPP, Ionia.

Good Friday, April 3

SS. Peter & Paul		  11:30am Stations of the Cross
					        with Confessions
				    12pm Good Friday Liturgy
				    7pm Spanish Viernes Santo

St. Edward
				    2:30pm Stations of the Cross
					        with Confessions
				    3pm Good Friday Liturgy

Holy Saturday, April 4
no confessions, no 4pm or 6pm masses

SS. Peter & Paul		  9pm  Easter Vigil Bilingual

Easter Vigil will be a combined celebration 
for both parishes at SSPP, Ionia.

Easter Sunday, April 5 	 (Regular Sunday Mass Times)

every Friday led by volunteers

SSPP	              8am, 6pm, 7pm Spanish
St. Edward  	                       9:30am, 6pm

SS. Peter & Paul
Wednesdays 	 11am & 6pm
Thursday 		  9-10am
Saturday 		  3-4pm

St. Edward
Tuesday		  11am & 6pm
Thursday 		  6-8pm
Friday 		  9:30-10am

SS. Peter & Paul
Wednesday, March 11

6-8pm (both English & Spanish)

St. Edward
Thursday, March 12

6-8pm

Confessions

Lenten Penance Service2026 Easter & Lent Schedules

Holy Triduum

Stations of the Cross



News from the School
Enrollment for the 2026/2027 school year is open!
Upcoming Dates
March 25	 Meet the Teacher Night for Preschool, 
		  Developmental Kindergarten, & 		
		  Kindergarten
March 27	 Kdg. Round Up (by appt. only)
April 6-10 	 Spring Break
April 24	 1st Communion Retreat
May 2		  SSPP Auction

Teeing Off for 30 Years
Save the Date: Our annual school auction is Saturday, 
May 2nd. We will be hosting our event at the Ionia 
Armory. More information to come.

First Communion Retreat- Schedule Change
Please note an important update to our First 
Communion Retreat. The retreat will now take place 
on Friday, April 24, from 7:40am–2:30pm at SSPP 
School. The First Communion Mass will be on Sunday, 
May 3rd at 10: 15am. Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers. Please contact Mrs. Booth in the 
parish office if you have any questions.

Ionia Area CRS Rice Bowl Fundraiser 
El Mariachi Mexican Grill, Ionia

Bring your appetite, your family, and your friends, and 
spread the word! On Tuesday, March 24, between 11 
a.m. and 9 p.m., 10% of all food and beverage revenue 
at El Mariachi Mexican Grill will be donated to the 
CRS Rice Bowl.  These funds will help support the 
efforts of Catholic Relief Services to feed the hungry 
throughout the world.  We are very grateful to the 
Velasco family for their generosity and willingness to 
host this event!  Let’s fill the restaurant for lunch and 
dinner, and raise funds and awareness as we answer 
the call to feed the hungry in the local and global 
community. 

The money raised here will be donated to Catholic 
Relief Services through SS Peter & Paul Church. 
If you wish to participate further in this global 
hunger relief effort, you can get a rice bowl from El 
Mariachi today and continue to set aside whatever 
funds you can through the Season of Lent.  As Lent 
concludes, please write a check to SS Peter & Paul 
Church for the amount in your rice bowl, and drop 
it off at the parish office, 434 High Street, Ionia, by  
April 2.  Thank you!

Pie Sale
Apple, Cherry & Blueberry Pies

$13 each or 3 for $35
Order your pies after Mass in the back of church or by 
calling the parish office—(616) 527-3610.  All proceeds 
support the charitable work of K of C Council 944. 

Saturday, March 21, 2:00 to 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 22, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Pick up in the Parish Office Garage

Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi 
The Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi with  Fr. Tom Boufford 
is scheduled for April 12-20. We will join pilgrims from all 
over the world to commemorate the 800th anniversary 
of the death of St. Francis. The pilgrimage will also 
include the weekly audience with Pope Leo and visits 
to the four major basilicas and other sacred sites 
that are precious to our Catholic faith. The cost of the 
pilgrimage is $3,400 dollars. Airfare is extra, and a valid 
passport is required. This is the trip of a lifetime. For more 
information, go to rootsinrome.com. To register, please 
contact Fr. Tom Boufford at 231-519-4348. We hope you 
can join us! 

Youth Group
Join us for Youth Group on Sunday, March 22nd from 
6-8pm. We will be practicing for Stations of the Cross 
which we will lead on Friday, March 27th. 

Fr. Fierle Council 944




