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Serving
lonia County
Since 1965

301 W. Washington Street, lonia
616-527-1530
Tuesday 9 am to noon & 1 to 4 pm
Wednesday 9 am to noon & 1 to 3 pm
Saturday 9 am to noon

A Third Generation Funeral Home
Robert B. Lake, II - Director - Manager
Robert B. Lake - Director
Robert Lake, 111

www.lakefuneralhomes.com

3521 S. State Road 527-0099

S Foter & Fadl
Catholle Chareh

434 High Street, lonia, Ml 48846
Phone: 616-527-3610
Website: www.saintspeterandpaulionia.org
Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com

SS. Peter & Paul School

Preschool through Grade 8
317 Baldie Street, Ionia 616-527-3561

Open enrollment Pre-K through 8.
Come and see what we have to offer!
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Blundy Hop pes Tire & Exhaust Shop
Tire & Auto
Clinic won. Th Y8100-5:30

3765 S. M66 in lonia F‘;'/da: 8:00-5:00
- - e Participate
616-527-0670 in the $CRIP Program!

www.blundyhoppes.com
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"BERVING IONIA COUNTY SINCE 1878"
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* We Sell & Service ALL Major Brand Tires

* Auto, Farm, & Industrial
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Pentecost Sunday

Knights of Columbus

Father Fierle Council #944
Meetings on the first
Tuesday of each

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
CATHOLIC SUPPLIES
Mon. & Sat. ¢ 9:30am-3pm
Tues. & Wed. * 9:30am - 4pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9:30am-5:30 pm

989-593-2609
108 Main Street, Fowler

3
This Space Ié)nia County
ommission
Spg;s;;ed on Aging
Anonymous 115 Hudson St.
Parish Family 616-527-5365

month in the

Veritas Room

Rosary at 7:00 p.m.

Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Grand Knight: Tom O’Connor

This space sponsored by an

ANONYMOUS DONOR

Stephen O’Mara, AAMS"*, CRPC"
Financial Advisor

| 431 Swartz Ct Ste 100

| lonia, Ml 48846

Bus. 616-522-0544 TF. 866-522-0544
Fax 866-749-0752
steve.o'mara@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

CARR AGENCY, INC.
15 W MAIN ST, IONIA

616.527.1200
The No Problem’ Brople .. womcarrinsutanceagency com

Complete
Collision Repair

3653 S. State Rd., Ionia
616-775-5290

www.endviautobodyionia.com
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Endvi

AUTO BODY

JAMES 8. KLEIN, DDS

JESSICA FERRIS, RDH
Family Dentistry
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PLUMBING, HEATING
& COOLING

24 Hr. Emergency Service | 502 Skyview Dr, lonia
616-527-9368 616-527-3866

Owners: Allen & David Haskin
7775 N. Clark Rd

S \ . Lake Odessa, MI 48849

ph# 616-374-8851

Call us for all of your ready mix
‘concrete, aggregate and construction

0]
k‘&‘\ &" needs!
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Open Mon-Fri, 8 am to 5pm
Sat, 8 am to 12 pm (seasonal)

‘ livera's
Pizzeria & Sports Pub

119 N. Dexter St. (M-66) - Downtown Ionia 616.522.3000
www.oliverassportspub.com

LIVE LeCAL
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LIVE LOCAL, SELL LOCAL, GIVE LOCAL.

616.527.3500 www.livelocal-realty.com
3% of Commissions Can Go Back to SSPP!

Ionia iheatre

205 W. Main St, lonia
Movies ~ Rentals

616-527-3350

Fr. Tom Brown
616-527-3610, ext. 12
616-755-1742 (evening)

Pastor:

School Principal: Mrs. Jenny Leik
616-527-3561, ext. 18
Email: jleik@ssppcatholic.com

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8 & 11:30 a.m., and 1 p.m. (bilingual)

Weekday Mass Schedule
English: Mon & Wed, Mass at 12:10 p.m.
Tues, Communion Service at 7:30 a.m.
Thurs, Mass at 8:00 a.m. (school year)
Fri, Mass at 7:30 a.m.

Reconciliation Schedule
English: Saturday 3:00-3:45 p.m.
Monday 11 a.m.-12 p.m.

For questions regarding Baptism, Marriage,
Anointing of the Sick, or any other sacrament,
please call the parish office: 616-527-3610.

Prayer Chain
If you have a prayer request for immediate need,

please call 616-522-0279, or 616-527-0438.

Pentecost

For several weeks we have been celebrating our Lord’s
Resurrection. Indeed, it is huge for us. His Resurrection
is the cause of joy both for Jesus, who is alive, and for us
as a promise of our future entry into everlasting life.
Then, last Sunday, we focused on our Lord’s Ascension
into heaven. We celebrated that day when our poor hu-
man nature was carried up, as very much a part of Jesus
Christ, above all the hosts of heaven, past the angels, to
the very throne of God the Father. It is in this divine act
of Jesus, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, that
the grace of God shows itself more marvelous. Jesus
promised to send the Holy Spirit.

This Holy Spirit, poured out on the faithful people,
brought them to a faith that does not fail, a hope that is
not shaken, and a charity that does not grow cold. Our
Redeemer’s visible presence was passed into the Holy
Spirit and poured out on us in the sacraments. Our faith
is nobler and stronger because sight has been replaced
by a doctrine whose authority is accepted by believing
hearts. Strengthened by our Lord’s Ascension and
strengthened by the Holy Spirit, it would remain unshak-
en by imprisonment, exile, fire, and the most brutal tor-
tures devised by angry men. Believing men and women,
as well as girls and boys, made such progress in the love
of God that they found joy in what had terrified them be-
fore. They were able to fix their attention on Christ and
his Divinity as He sat at the right hand of the Father.
They recognized that He had not abandoned them when
He returned to heaven.

The truth is that the Son of Man was also revealed as the
Son of God in a more perfect way once He entered into
His Father's glory. He was now even more present in
His Divinity to those from whom He was removed in his
humanity. A more mature faith enabled them to stretch
their minds upward to the Son in his equality with the Fa-
ther. We no longer needed the contact with Christ’s tan-
gible body, wonderful as it was. The Holy Spirit was
poured out on us.

This Holy Spirit, whose nature is always the same, pours
out grace to each person as He wills. The Spirit never
changes, but the effects of his actions are different and
marvelous. He makes one person a teacher of divine
truth, inspires another to prophesy, gives another the
power to cast out demons, and another the power to in-
terpret Holy Scripture! All from the same Spirit! Still an-
other gains self-control, while another learns how to help
the poor. Another is trained to fast, while another is
trained for martyrdom. In each person, the Holy Spirit
reveals his presence in a particular way for the common
good of all. This Holy Spirit comes with the tenderness
of a true friend. He enlightens the mind of one and then
through him, the minds of others as well. Thus we study
the writings of great scholars that our minds may grow in
our love of the Holy Spirit, and of the Father and the Son
as well. Through the Holy Spirit, we become citizens of
Heaven. Of Heaven!!! What a most marvelous gift as
we work to attain that for all eternity. Life in Heaven!

May God richly bless you! Fr. Tom
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Send forth your Spirit
and they shall be created,
Pentecost Sunday Sunday, May 19—Pentecost Sunday and you shall renew the face of the earth.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY

Knights’ Corner
Kor e In 2018, Pope Francis instituted a new
/A feast in honor of our Blessed Mother,
< called “Mary, Mother of the Church.” It
4 is celebrated on the Monday after Pen-
tecost. Before this feast was created,
Pope Francis wrote a prayer that fits nicely with its
theme:

)
A

Mother, help our faith! Open our ears to hear God’s
word and to recognize his voice and call. Awaken in
us a desire to follow in his footsteps, to go forth from
our own land and to receive his promise.

Help us to be touched by his love, that we may
touch him in faith. Help us to entrust ourselves fully
to him and to believe in his love, especially at times
of trial, beneath the shadow of the cross, when our
faith is called to mature. Sow in our faith the joy of
the Risen One.

Remind us that those who believe are never alone.
Teach us to see all things with the eyes of Jesus,
that he may be light for our path. And may this light
of faith always increase in us, until the dawn of that
undying day which is Christ himself, your Son, our
Lorq!

Panther Prayer Corner
Please pray with us for our students taking field trips
this week. May they be safe, have fun, and learn
more about God'’s incredible creation.

A Wonderful Surprise

Last week we received an unexpected, but very wel-
come, phone call from Lisa Barnard. She is the
daughter of James Barna, a graduate of SSPP
Class of 1958, and the granddaughter of John and
Helen Barna. She wished to make a donation to
SS. Peter and Paul in their memory. The donation
came in the form of a check for $50,000! We very
much appreciate her generosity and have placed the
money in our savings account with the Diocesan De-
posit and Loan. We have not decided on a specific
use for the funds as of yet, but we will find some tan-
gible, practical use that will honor the memory of the
Barna family. Thank you, Ms. Barnard!

Youth Group Night
Our last Youth Group Night of the current school
year will be on Sunday, May 19, from 6 to 8 p.m. in
the Cornerstone Room. It will be a special night for
our seniors as we wish them the best as they gradu-
ate from high school. As always, students in grades
8 through 12 are welcome. Bring a friend!
--Kevin Heinlein

We invite you to join us as we pray
the Rosary together, beginning 30
minutes before the start of the 4
p.m., 8 am., and 11:30 a.m. week-
end Masses in May. Please add
your name to the sign-up sheet in
the back of church if you can lead
one of the Rosaries.

RESPONDING WITH JOY.

Diocese of Grand Rapids
Catholic Services Appeal

1§F[REN@THEIN]E N CHRIST,

With 5 more responses this week, we now have 89
pledges for $35,096.75 towards our $73,553 as-
sessment. Much good work is done on our behalf
throughout the eleven counties of the Diocese of
Grand Rapids, and the Catholic Services Appeal
makes it possible!

MAY 19, 2024

Faith Formation

June 1—1st Communion for 2nd group
at4 p.m. Mass
June 2—Catechist Appreciation Brunch 10-11 a.m.
in the parish office living room
TBA—Summer Confirmation Retreat

Regular classes will start up again in mid-
September. For information about registering or be-
coming a classroom helper, please contact
Vanessa: vbooth@ssppcatholic.com or call the par-
ish office at 616-527-3610.

Plans are Afoot!

We are beginning to plan our parish picnic
for Saturday, June 29, the feast day of our
patrons, SS. Peter and Paul! The plan so far is
to have a bilingual Mass at our normal time, 4:00
p.m., followed by a picnic on the parish grounds. We
will have tents set up, and plan to provide hot dogs
and hamburgers, with everyone invited to bring a
dish to pass. More details will follow as we get clos-
er to the day!

Fr. Tom will celebrate the 25" anniversary of
his ordination to the priesthood on Wednes-
day, June 5™. All are invited to attend the 12:10
p.m. Mass that day, and we will have a small recep-
tion to follow. St. Edward Parish in Lake Odessa is
planning a celebration for Fr. Tom on Saturday,

June 8" following their 6:00 p.m. Mass.

The Ministry of Consolation is now offering:

Grief Support Series

Have you suffered the loss of a loved one or experi-
enced a loss in your professional or personal life?
We invite you to attend this support group series.
Each session offers a topic of discussion, as well as
time to reflect, listen, and share if one chooses.
Sessions are held in the parish office living room on
Saturdays from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Our next 2 ses-
sions will be on May 18 and June 1.

Health Support Group

(formerly known as Cancer Support Group)
Are you or a family member struggling with cancer
or another serious health issue? Team members of
the Ministry of Consolation will be offering Health
Support gatherings on a monthly basis. Our next
session will be on Wednesday, June 12, from 5:30
to 7 p.m. in the Parish Office living room. All are
welcome to attend.

For more information about any of these Ministry of
Consolation opportunities, please contact Vanessa
Booth at vbooth@ssppcatholic.com or call the par-
ish office at 616-527-3610.

Deacon Nick Baker
to be ordained a priest

Deacon Nick Baker will be or-
dained to the priesthood on
Saturday, June 1st, at 10 a.m.
You are welcome to attend the
ordination Mass in person at
the Cathedral of Saint Andrew
or watch the livestream on
grdiocese.org. Please pray for
Deacon Nick as he begins his
priestly ministry!

Magnificat Magazine Subscriptions

Magnificat is a monthly Catholic magazine that pro-
vides daily readings, reflections, and prayers for per-
sonal use. You can see a sample copy on their
website, www.magnificat.com. The cost of an indi-
vidual annual subscription, which includes both the
magazines and online access to them, sent directly
to your home, is $49. Bulk subscriptions of 10 or
more sent to the same address cost $39 per sub-
scription, but there is no online access. A parishion-
er, Deb Trierweiler, has asked if our parish might
offer a bulk subscription to Magnificat magazine.
Deb will notify subscribers when she receives the
magazines each month and place them in the back
of church for subscribers to pick up. If you are in-
terested in going in on the plan for a bulk sub-
scription, please call the parish office (616-527-
3610) by May 20. ***Please note that current indi-
vidual subscribers who join our bulk subscription
may get duplicate magazines until their current sub-
scriptions expire.

Saints Peter & Paul

Annual Garage Sale

Friday and Saturday,
July 26-27, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We invite you to donate your gently used and no-
longer-needed treasures to our sale. You may drop
them off at the parish garage, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., but please call (616
-527-3610) and let us know you are coming. All pro-
ceeds from the sale will benefit our parish ministries.
Thank you for your generosity!

Would you like to join the Garage Sale Team?
Any time you can give is appreciated! Contact Toni
McKay at the parish office if you can help.

- THANICYOLE -

Thank you to all our amazing volunteers who led the
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) program all
year! We would not be able to have this wonderful
opportunity for the children of our parish without
you! CLOW is done for the summer and will return
in September. If you would like to learn more about
becoming a volunteer, please contact Barb Mont-
gomery lkydog67@yahoo.com or Vanessa Booth at
vbooth@ssppcatholic.com .

Come rest awhile
in the Lord’s presence.

Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.
in the Basement Chapel

PSIC Baby Bottle Drive
You are invited to participate in the Baby Bottle Drive
sponsored by Pregnancy Services of lonia County
(PSIC). “The funds collected directly support the es-
sential services provided at PSIC to women and
families, helping to meet their immediate needs and
introduce them to the transformative love of Christ.”

Bottle Distribution: Pick up an empty bottle from
the table in the back of church on Mother's Day.
(There are still a few left.)

Collection: Take a bottle home and fill it with coins
(or bills and checks) over the course of the drive.
Return it to the table in the back of church (or to the
parish office) by Father’'s Day (June 16).

Bottle Pick-Up: PSIC will pick up the filled bottles.

Thank you to everyone who attended our Sing of
Mary concert. Your generosity and support is greatly
appreciated. During the month of May, | hope we
continue to follow the Blessed Virgin Mother and an-
swer whatever God calls us to do to glorify His
name: Magnificat anima mea Dominum.


http://www.magnificat.com/
mailto:lkydog67@yahoo.com
mailto:vbooth@ssppcatholic.com

