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Portland Chapel
210 E. Bridge St.
Portland, MI 48875

neralhomes.com

ThesRight
375 Apple.Tree Dr.
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www.rightdoor.org
24-hour Crisis Line
1-888-527-1790

Wilson Heating,
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| SERVICE
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Serving
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Since 1965

Eight CAP, Inc.

5827 Orleans Rd.
Orleans, M1

616-545-2093

S Foter & Fadl
Catholle Chareh

434 High Street, lonia, Ml 48846
P: 616-527-3610 F:616-527-3697
Website: www.saintspeterandpaulionia.org
Email: parishoffice@ssppcatholic.com

643 W. Lincoln - lonia, Ml 48846
Phone 616.527.1101 Fax 616.527.5435
www.geldhoftire.com
We participate with the SCRIP Program

SS. Peter & Paul School
“All Are Welcome”

Preschool through Grade 8
317 Baldie Street, Ionia 616-527-3561

Great Beginnings Preschool

Programs for 3-year-olds and 4-year-olds

Panther Playhouse Daycare
After school to 5:30 p.m.

Open enrollment K through 8.
Come and see what we have to offer!

Blundy-Hoppes Voted lonia County's #1

Tire & Auto Tie &Exhaust Shop
Clinic Hours:
3765 S. M66 in lonia  Mon.-Th. 8:00-5:30
16-527-0670 Friday 8:00-5:00
www.blundyhoppes.com We Participate
in the SCRIP Program!

* We Sell & Service ALL Major Brand Tires

* Auto, Farm, & Industrial
Tires
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Twenty-third Sunday
in Ordinary Time

ROBERT M. PAYNE, DDS
Family Dentistry
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elief After Violent Encounter
lonia/Montealm, Inc.

Serving survivors of domestic

412 Brown Bivd.
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Positive Solutions
Informed Choices

A Family Resource
330 Lovell St., lonia

527-4626
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Ionia County

Commission | Enrich
on Aging
115 Hudson St. | 343 W. Main St.
527-5365 522-1126

CARR AGENCY, INC.
115 W MAIN ST, IONIA

616.527.1200
The No Problem’ Brople .. womcarrinsutanceagency com

Complete
Collision Repair

3653 S. State Rd., Ionia
616-775-5290

www.endviautobodyionia.com

—
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livera's

‘Jizzeria & Sports Pub

1190 N. Dexter St. (M-66) - Downtown Ionia 616.522.3000
Www.oliverassportspub.com

JAMES 8. KLEIN, DDS

JESSICA FERRIS, RDH
Family Dentistry

502 Skyview Dr., lonia

527-3866

Auto-Owners Insurance

Southside

Restourant VMIARA

UMBING, HEATING
& COOLING
FREE ESTIMATES

24 Hr. Emergency Service
527—9368

JOIN US FOR
BREAKFAST &

AFTER
CHURCH

N

lonia 1heatre

205 W. Main St, lonia
Movies ~ Rentals

616-527-3350

Pastor: Fr.Tom Brown
616-527-3610, ext. 12
616-755-1742 (evening)

Associate Pastor: Fr. Oscar Londoiio, mxy
616-527-3610, ext. 14
616-755-2279 (cellular)

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8 & 11:30 a.m., and 1 p.m. in Spanish

Weekday Mass Schedule
English: Mon & Wed, Mass at 12:10 p.m.
Tues, Communion Service at 7:30 a.m.
Thurs, Mass at 8:00 a.m. (school year)
Fri, Mass at 7:30 a.m.
Spanish: Wed, Mass at 7:00 p.m.

Reconciliation Schedule
English: Saturday 3:00-3:45 p.m.
Spanish: Wednesday 6:00-6:45 p.m.

For questions regarding Baptism, Marriage,
Anointing of the Sick, or any other sacrament,
please call the parish office: 616-527-3610

Prayer Chain

If you have a prayer request for immediate need,
please call 616-522-0279, or 616-527-0438.

Heavenly Joy

We have heard a great deal about sin. What | really won-
der is, how much have we thought about heaven? Do we
not rather think of joy than sadness? For those that have,
most have thought about things here as happening up
there. We think of an enjoyable visit, a sports game, a trip
to Disneyland, or some other fun times. Mostly, people
think of doing things with other people. None of these
events even begin to come close. When we close our eyes
to this world and open them to the next, we see God Him-
self. The fantastic excitement of that moment is something
no one can even begin to describe. Even a saint in heaven
would be speechless trying to come up with any words to
describe it. St. Paul has given us a few words, from a vi-
sion, to describe a foretaste of heaven. All he could say
was “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered
into the heart of man, what God has prepared for those
who love Him.”

Still we can and do try to get a glimpse of what the joy of
heaven may be like. If we have been fortunate enough to
have experienced joy here, we begin with that as an exam-
ple. Even though it is inadequate, we look back to that mo-
ment of exquisite happiness whenever and wherever it
was. Think of some major joy here on earth, like our wed-
ding or the placing of a new born baby in your arms or
some other event. Whatever that event was, we try to mul-
tiply it by a hundred million, and we still fall far short in our
imagination of the joy of being in the presence of God.
Even our greatest leaps of imagination fall far short. God is
infinitely lovable. This means he will be infinitely irresisti-
ble. The very sight of him will siphon love out of us as the
heart of a tornado sucks water up out of a lake over which
it passes. Up from our very roots, up from our toes, love
will rush out of us to God. And that will not be enough. We
must also be certain that our love will be returned. There
will be no doubt of that when God catches us up into His
love.

God is love. He is infinite love. He made us because of
his love for us. When the barrier of earthly life is removed,
God will swamp us with his love. It will rock us and all but
tear us apart. Right now, even the most prideful among us
would not claim to be the most lovable person in all crea-
tion. Secretly, we all recognize that we have some pretty
unlovable spots. In heaven, that will all change. Cleansed
of all sin and in the original beauty of the soul with which
God endowed us, we shall find that we are incredibly lova-
ble. God will prove it to us as his love for us envelops us
and carries us to incredible heights of ecstasy.

One final item: This happiness must never end. Have you
never exclaimed, “Oh, | wish that this could go on forever!
| wish it didn’t have to end!” That will be heaven. It is eter-
nal. It has no end.

Let the thought of heaven inspire you.
Let the thought of God fill your mind and soul.

God bless you!
Fr. Tom
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N Knights’ Corner

Korc Just a quick reminder that this Tuesday
is our normal business meeting. We
will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Veritas
Room for the Rosary, followed by the
business meeting at 7:30. This meet-
ing will also include the installation of our officers.
Brother Knights, even if you haven’t been to a meet-
ing for awhile, please make an extra effort to come
to this one and support those who have taken on an
officer role.

Looking a little further ahead, we plan to welcome
new men into the Knights of Columbus in October
with a degree ceremony. Have you thought about
joining the Knights? Now is a great time to take this
step! Please call me for an application form.

Adouwm Reway Grand Knight (527-3610)

lonia Area CROP Hunger Walk 2021

What are you doing on Sunday October 3?7 Would
you like a way to visit with friends, make new friends,
enjoy the outdoors, get exercise, AND help change
the world? Come walk with us in the CROP Hunger
Walk to raise funds to fight hunger in our community
and around the world. We’'ll start and end at SS. Pe-
ter & Paul Church, as our parish group walks togeth-
er. We'll meet at 1:00 p.m., collect our money, and
begin our walk shortly after 1:30 p.m. Contact Pat
Rinker for more information and to get your Walker
envelope, 517-898-5676.

Make checks payable to CWS/CROP.

First Annual Michigan

Catholic Women’s Conference
Saturday, October 16, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at the Lansing Center
Hear from speakers including Kelly Wahlquist, Sheri
Wohlfert, and Fr. Joe Krupp. Early bird registration
of $50 per person available through Sept. 7. Visit
https://michigancwc.org/ for additional details and
registration.

Register for Diocesan Assembly 2021: Grow
Parishioners from throughout the diocese are invited
to “Diocesan Assembly 2021: Grow” on Saturday,
September 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Cathe-
dral Square Center, 360 Division Ave. S. The event
will be offered in person and online via livestream.
Diocesan Assembly 2021 will teach us how to grow
and mature as disciples by reflecting on practical as-
pects of growth in holiness. Registration to attend
via livestream is free. Cost of the in-person event is
$15 (includes lunch). Register at: grdiocese.org/
diocesan-assembly.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament—Eucharistic
Holy Hours with exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and Benediction are offered almost every
Wednesday of the year from 6 to 7 p.m. Come rest
awhile in the Lord’s presence!

Rosary on Saturday mornings—A small group of
people gathers in church on Saturday mornings at
8:30 a.m. to pray the Scriptural Rosary. We begin
and end with a hymn and are usually finished by 9
a.m. Come pray with us!

Cancer Support Group

Team members of the Ministry of Consolation are
offering Cancer Support gatherings every other
Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Parish Office
living room. Our next gathering will be on Sept.15.
All are welcome. Please help us spread the word.
For more information, please contact Vanessa
Booth at: vbooth@ssppcatholic.com.

Grief Support Group Sessions

The Ministry of Consolation would like to invite any-
one who has suffered the death of a loved one, a
loss in their personal life, or is simply struggling from
the effects that COVID-19 has had on their life to join
them at bi-weekly Grief Support Group Sessions.
Each of the sessions offers a topic of discussion, as
well as time to reflect, listen, and share if one choos-
es. If you are interested in learning more about the
Ministry of Consolation and its benefits to you or a
loved one, please contact Vanessa Booth at
vbooth@ssppcatholic.com . Group Grief Sessions
will begin in mid-September. Please watch the bulle-
tin for more details.

The Explore Priesthood Group is a discern-
ment opportunity sponsored by the diocesan Office
of Priestly Vocations. Each month, young men
(ages 16 — 35) are invited to gather and discern
God’s will for their lives. Times for prayer and re-
flection are held monthly at St. Stephen Parish in
East Grand Rapids beginning at 12:30 p.m.

This year’s discernment opportunities are of-
fered on the following Sundays: Sept. 12, Oct.
10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12, Jan. 9 (2022), Feb. 13,
March 13, Apr. 24, and May 15.

Feel free to show up or call to let us know you are
coming at 616-288-0910. Questions, email Pattie
Reynolds (preynolds@grdiocese.orq)

SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

RCIA Inquiry Sessions
Sundays, September 12, 19, 26
at 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Office Living Room

No matter where you are in your journey of faith,
there is a place for you here with us. Don't be afraid
to take that first step. Come, see for yourself what
we are all about! Contact Toni McKay at the parish
office for more information.

Retrouvaille Marriage Healing Weekend
September 17-19, 2021

Have you thought about separation or divorce? Find
hope and rediscover healing and love with the help
of Retrouvaille (pronounced re-tro-vi with a long i).
This program offers tools needed to rediscover a
loving marriage relationship.

For more information, to register, or to sponsor a
couple, call 616-635-1046, email retrograndrap-
ids@gmail.com, or visit retrouvaille.org.

Choir Practice
Has anyone ever told you that you have a nice
voice? Do you like to sing? Does music help you
grow in your faith? Do you like to have a good time
giving praise to God through music? If you an-
swered “yes” to any or all of these questions, you
belong at choir practice! We officially start our fall
rehearsals on September 8 in Apostles Hall at 7:00
p.m. Did | mention the choir loft has padded chairs?
--Whitney

Our school volleyball team has begun practice and is
looking forward to a successful year! Pictured left to
right in the back row are Coach Kristi Wizorek, Avelin
McGuire, Audrey Wall, and Kaylynn Wizorek; middle
row left to right are Jaclyn Rewa, Lilli Eastman, and
Kylie Vance; kneeling left to right are Adelyn White
and Isabella Gallagher. The team would like your
prayerful support, your physical support at the
games, and could use some financial support to help
purchase new league-approved uniforms.

Faith Formation Classes for Grades K-8
begin next Sunday, September 12,
10:15to 11:15 a.m.

Have you registered your child for Faith

Formation? Registration forms can be found on
the table at the entrance to church, or on our parish
website: www.saintspeterandpaulionia.org

Parent Orientation Meeting
Sunday, September 12, 10:15 a.m.

(during children's class time). Students are to report
directly to their classrooms, while adults will gather
in Apostles Hall. Every family will need to be repre-
sented at the orientation session by at least one par-
ent or adult representative.

Monday Night Scripture/Faith Study
September 13 at 7 p.m.
in the Parish Office Living Room

To express interest or for more information,
contact Toni at the parish office.

to all who participated in any
W way in our parish End-of-
ou: Summer Shindig, held last Sat-
urday, August 28, at the Zenon
& Maria Cardenas home! This event was a WON-
DERFUL time of reconnecting with our parish family.
The hot weather was extreme, but it didn’'t keep us
from enjoying good company, good food, and a good
time! Special thanks to the Cardenas family—Zenon,
Maria, Roger, and Veronica—for hosting this event
for our parish. The amount of time and energy spent
in preparation, coupled with the attention to detail in
providing a warm, welcoming, and fun space, was
over-the-top GRAND! Thanks also to those who vol-
unteered to help plan and coordinate the event: Ze-
non Cardenas, Pat Reinhardt, Richard Esparza, and
Deb Trierweiler, along with staff members Adam Re-
wa and Toni McKay. We look forward to the next
time our parish family can gather to grow in relation-
ship with one another and with God!

$SPP GARAGE SALE CLEARANCE!

Saturday, September 11th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lots of treasures still availa-
ble! If you missed our sale in
July, you have another op-
portunity! Come and shop at
reduced prices. Bring your
family and friends, and help

= spread the word!
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