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Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Church
434 High Street
Ionia, MI 48846
616-527-3610



So, you are planning to get married . ..
Congratulations!

We are delighted you are considering Saints Peter and Paul Church as the place
to begin your life together as husband and wife.

You are looking forward to all the events surrounding your wedding - the
engagement, showers, rehearsal dinner, reception, and honeymoon. Each of
these events plays a role in the celebration of a marriage. The liturgy, though, is
the ritual center of Christian marriage. You will exchange your vows in an act
of public worship; you will commit yourselves to each other in the presence of
the people of God, the Church. The vows, prayers, scripture readings, giving
and receiving of rings, and the nuptial blessing - all of these are for you and the
gathered assembly, an expression of faith in God and in each other.

So let’s celebrate!

You are not renting a church to host your wedding. You are asking the parish
community to assist you in your marriage preparation. The purpose of this
pre-marriage process is two-fold:

1) To discuss the Catholic Sacramental understanding of Marriage
2) To assist in the planning of a Catholic wedding

When a couple marries in the Catholic Church, it is considered to be not only a
legal bond, but a sacramental bond. God is the one who brings the couple
together and enables them to live a life of love, fidelity, and permanence.
“What God has united, no one may ever divide”, is proclaimed once the
husband and wife give their consent to this union.

A sacrament is never a private affair since it is a proclamation of God’s life and
presence in this union. Marriage as a sacrament proclaims the central role that
Jesus has in the life of the couple. In this sacrament, we celebrate your love for

each other and the new commitment that you are making before Christ and the
Church.

You are called to be a living sign of the love you have for each other to your
family, friends, community, and the children you bring forth into this world.

The sacrament of marriage is a religious ritual that centers, not just on the
couple, but on the entire community. While the wedding liturgy celebrates the
love of the couple, it is more fully the prayer and praise of all who gather.

It is our hope and prayer as you enter into this time of preparation that it will
bring you closer to God and that He will enrich your relationship as intended
spouses from the very first day.

Who are the facilitators of your Marriage preparation?

Fr. Tom Boufford, Pastor, will meet with you initially to discuss the
marriage preparation program and the wedding liturgy.

Toni McKay, Pastoral Minister, will guide you through the preparation pro-
cess and will assist in the completion of necessary paperwork. She will also
facilitate discussion of marriage related topics with the couple, and discuss
preliminary information related to your wedding liturgy.

Whitney Crooks, Director of Music, will assist you in planning the
musical details of your wedding liturgy, and will review guidelines related to
flowers, candles, photography, video, and decorations.

Parishioner Patricia Klein will coordinate your wedding rehearsal, which is
generally scheduled the evening prior to the wedding.

What are the necessary steps to complete Marriage preparation?

1) Make an appointment with Fr. Tom to discuss the preparation program,
possible wedding dates, and expectations of the couple. Should one or both
persons entering into marriage have been married previously, an annulment
must be obtained from the diocese before the wedding can be scheduled.

2) Arrange with Toni McKay to make an appointment for pre-marital counseling.

3) Once the pastor has reviewed the recommendation of the counselor, and
collected the $100 church fee, a wedding date may be entered in the parish and
pastor’s calendar.

4) Make an appointment with Toni McKay to begin paperwork and preparation
guidance sessions. There is no need to wait for your counseling sessions to
begin. We want to get you started on a healthy preparation course as soon as we
can!

5) Contact Whitney Crooks to discuss music and other details for your wedding
liturgy.




